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RH E end of Chriſts Incarnation, humiliation, - 
dy and death it ſelf, being by S.Paul defined to 
$a? be the redeeming us from all iniquity, 
Pep and purifying unto himſelf a peculiar 
| people, zealous of good works, and the end of his re- 
ſurretFion being by $.Peter ſet down proportionable to that 
| tobleſſe us, in turning every one of us from his ini- 
quities; and the deſign of Chriſts own Sermons, when he 
was in the world, being to make ourrighteouſneſs exceed 
the righteouſneſle of the Phariſees, & ſoineffec?,the 
reformation of lives, beightning of Chriſtian practice 
to the moſt elevated pitch, being the one only deſion of all our 
chriſtianiry,it muſt needs be matter as of terror, ſo of afto- 
niſhment alſo,a moſt direfull prodigie, a moſt ominous fatall 
prognoſtick in theſe laſt days,that Chriſtians have ſo quite 
unlearnt their Maſter, made their lives ſuch a continued 
contradiCtion, and confutation of all his methods, ſurh a 
fruſtration of all bis aimes : That the principles of Chriſti 
an purity, and meekneſle, and mercifulneſle, and 
peaceableneſſe ſhould (nat only among Julians Sonldi- 
ers, but even among Chriſtian profeſſors, among thoſe 
that make good all the formall outward part of diſciple- 
ſhip that have had Chriſt eating and drinking daily 
among. them, and teaching in their preſence) bt 
perfettly abandoned, and rejefed, even with reproxch and 
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ſcorn, out of all their thoughts ; yea,that the declination of 


Chriſtian practice ſhould be at laſt ſo great,as to tear up 
the very root, & foundation, I mean all naturall no. 
rall juſtice,and honeſty, and im place thereof to ſet up a new 
body of Carneadess Philoſophy, im ſtead of thoſe ol! 
Heathen dry principles of integrity, uprightneſle,that 
one law of intereſt,and pals10n,and ſelt-preſervaticn, 
So that as Machiavel thought Religion would emaſculate, 
and enfeeble(ommon-wealths we have more reaſon to com- 
plain, that it hath debauched and corrupted [ves ; and 
were it not that God bath been pleaſed to preſerve a ſcattered 
remnant a few in everyNation,to be the records,as it were, 
from whom it may be ſeen what Chriſtianity #s able to 
do, if it may be hearkned to cre it not that there are a few 
ancient primitive ſpirits, bywhom as by aftandard, all 
cthers may and ought to be reformed, we have reaſon to 
think and ſay, that Chiiſtian men are the impureſt part 
of the world, that Satans after-game hath proy'd mare 
lucky and proſperous to him, then has firſt deſignment did, 
that þ4s night-walk hath brought him more Proſelytes, 
then his unlimited range of gong up and down, to and fro 
over the face of the earth, that as fin by the Law, o 
Saran by the faith of Chriſt hath taken occaſion, and jo 
deceived,and ruin'd us more deſperately, more univerſally, 
then by all the Nationall Idolatrous c»ſtomes of Hea- 
theniſme be hath been able to do. What the one great error 
Ys, What the fundamentall tranſcendent diſtemper that hath 
had all this auſpicious influence upon us, may perhaps be 
| no 
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no woreat difficulty to diſcern ; Is it not, that (briſtianity 
hath been taken, if not with the Atheiſt for an aft,or trick, 
Jet with the Scholaſtick for a ſcience, a matter of ſpecu- 
lation, and ſo, that he that knows moſt, that believes 
moſt is the onely fanEtifed perſon * 1s it not, that of the 
two fort of things, that belong to another life, the vil 10n, 
Which is peculiar to that ſaate;s is by men deſired to be antici- 
pated, and acquired here, and the love, and purity which 
alſo belongs to it,are t: then for impertinent things, that we 
are not concerned in ? Is it not that the tactions, and ani- 
molicies, which are thus begotten in 1s " againſt all that 
are not of OHr opinions in Religion, are thought to be our 
duty, and our piety, and all. our zeale laid out upori this 
ene head, of hating and condemning of all others, and ſo the 
love of many being g grown cold, by a- maturall influ- 
ence all kinde of iniquity 1s increaſed * If this be not the 
bottom of the matter, if it have not had the'previtedge to en- 
groſſe all our ſm, andr wine, yet ſu ure it hath been a | mizhty , 
and a moſt peſtlenti ingr edient m it, and [ [hall venture to 
grefſe but at one more, ſome wreſtings of Scripture to 
our own deſtructions, either by undertaking to under- 
ſand difficult Prophecies of Daniel, and the Revela- 
tion, and accommodating them to the feeding of our own 
paſſh 1ons, complying with our deſ1gnes, whatſoever they 
are, (which, next pretending to immediate inſpirations 
and enthuſiaſmes , and ruling our ſelves not by the ſtan. 
ding rule of Scripture, but by ſomewhat quite diſtant from 
that, whether we call it ſpirit, or conlcience, 1s the moſt 
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infallibly pernicious) or elſe by miſtaking of ſome plainer 
places, and ſoſwallowing, and prepoſſeſsng our felves with 
ſome dofrines which diretttly incline to carnall, or ſpiri- 
ruall ſecurity, and then inſiſting more -owlently on them, 
then on any other ,naking them marks of the moſt ſpirituall, 
anftified men, and ſo able to excuſe thoſe trifles of vicious 
life, that ſuch pious profeſſors may poſsibly be guilty of. 
What theſe dorines are, I ſhall not m this place particu- 
larly define, but rather labour (by mſtuliing thoſe diſtant 
principles which moſt naturally and diret#ly, and immedi- 
ately tend to Chriſtian practice) toprevent or cure thoſe 
ſons. "This, and nothing but this, was ſome years ſince, 
entirely the deſign of this enſuing platform, printed at firſt 
for ſome private friends, then without the Authors know- 
ledoe made more publike, and being at that ſecond birth a 
little deformed, it is nw reſtored again to its former ſlate, 
ard by the explication of, ſome paſſages, which were con- 
ceived to want it, and the addition of ſome whole parts 
wiſhed for by many, viz. Of exatt juſtice in bargaming, 
of Ulury, and going to Law, of the reſt of the Com- 
mandcements of the Decalogue, of the Creed, and of 
the Sacraments, it is now improved into the bulk, wherem 
it appears to you: The Lord remove all prejudices 
which may hinder the deſired effects of it. 
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In Page 113. Line 48. aftcr the word [world] adde; 


S. F Achnowledge the reaſonable of your collefiion and interpretation , and ſhall 

from thence ſuppoſe, that this great rule of doing as we would be done to, 

i the foundation of all jultice, and mercy, toward men. Now the latter of 

theſe you have inſiſted on already in the Beatitudes, and therefore 1 ſhall not 
unportune you again in that matter, but for the firſt, thongh that be ſuppoſed by 
Chriſt in his precepts of mercitulnelie, and almeſgiving, and conſequently have 
been ſuppoſed in your handling them, yet have you not as yet ſpoken ſo diſtiniily 
of i , but that your more particularly deſcending to it may be uſefull to mee. 
Pleaſe you therefore to ſatusfie me in theſe few queſitons; firſt, whether I may maks 
this advantage of this rule,that what ever 1 ſhall reſolve to bear contentedly fron 
others, I may lawfully doe to them , and ſo that if 1 would 7eſolve to be content 
w ſtand to the injuries another man can doe to me , 1 may then lawfully injure 
ham ? 


C. No man in hisright mind can be ſuppoſed fimply to be willing,that inju- 
ry ſhould be done unto him, and therefore no man is to do any injury to ano- 
ther ; .and if any man be as you ſuppoſe him, it is then. to be reſolyed , that ie 
is for ſome advantage or gain which he deſigns to himſelf thereby : as for exam- 
ple, (that which you ſcem to intimate) chat by living by rapine and injuſtice he 
hopes to ger more then he fears:tolole, and then. that treacherous contentment 
is bur an.artifice of eluding, nor of obeying this rule, an invention of finning ſe-- 
curely, and will be farre trom poſſibility of being accepted by God , or by any 
reaſonable man for an excule of his injuſtice ; and therefore ſecondly, the in- 
terpretation of the rule muſt be (without anyſuch deceie) that 1 doe nothing to 
aw man, bus what 1, or any honeſt minded' man would be'content to have done 
to him, if it were pur to his chaice or option; or if you pleaſe to take it more 
ine] tigibly, you.muſt never doe that to another, which.if you were that other,you 
_ would think tobe injuſtice; or again, you muſt never ſeek to advance any gain 
of your own by the loſe or leſſening of another mans. 

S. 3 receive your anſwer as ſatisfattory te my firſt queſtion, which ſhews me 
that this rule is not too look; But then my next and more ſerious queſtion will be, 
whether it be not too ſtrifÞ? 1 demand, thwrefare,. May not 1 endeavour to gain 10 
my ſelf by anothers lofle ? 

C. | anbwer poſitively, you may nor, for that is the thing forbidden in the laſt 
Commandement of the Decalogue, as it: is cxplicated in the New "Teftament, 
ſometimes by not defranding, Mach 10.19. (where the word in the originall fig- 
nifies the depriving of another, the leficning of his poſſeſſions ; ) lometrime' by 
woe deſiring, or not luſting, Rom. 13.9. (i. c. not defring! ro 80 jrom-any other 
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man that whichis his)ſomrime by not coveting,z Cor.1 2.17.8 Luk.1 2,7 .abſtain- 
ing from covetouſues,(where the word fignities a deſire ofgettang that which is *& 
bove my portion, but elpecially(as wil 2ppear by comparing the two parallel places, 
Mat. 19.19. with Mar. 10.19. by loving the neighbour as thy ſelf, which is there 
clearly ſer, nor as the gyeat Precept to contain all the other under it, asin other 
places ir is the ſum of the ſecond Table, but as the particular importance of 
the laſt Commandemenr, From whence ir follows , that it is not lawfull to de- 
ſton the gaining of any thing ro my ſelf by the diminution or ofſe of another, 
for that is clearly to covet his, (contrary to the duty of contentment wich my 
own) and to love my ſzlf, and to doe good to my ſelf by the hurting of him. 

S, But if 1 may not thus gain by another , this will take away all buying and 
ſelling,cſpccially all rrading, wherein the tradeſman ſels dearer then he bought,and 
whoſe very lyuing 1s by what he gains, 

C. It will take away all wajuſt dealing in buying and ſelling , all Ex!07tzon, 
Monopolies, fercſtailing, enhaunfing of merchandiſe, lying, fallitying, &c. and i 
is very fit it {hould doe to, but for honeſt ozdinary Jawtull gains , ſuch as a man 
may plentifully and comfortably live by , and ſuch as all men will be well con- 
rent thar all others ſhould make by their rrades , as a fir proporticnable reward 
both for their preſent pains and charge, and for their induſtry and charge in ac- 
quiring ſuch a 5k;{/ or craft, and for the hazard they are ſubje to, it will nor ac 
all leſſen th:m. For it is among all men reſolved, that every mans art , and his 
pains, and the charges and the hazards he is put to, are rateable and may be ſold, 
and that ir is profitable to each fingle man and Commen-wealths , that fome 
men of skill and honcty ſhould tr:fick , and provide thoſe things which are 
commonly wanted , and make a moderate gain by the ſclling of them ; and the 
Rule which we arc now upon, hath nothing contrary to that ; for any man 
would be content that he that brings him home to his door thole things which 
he wants,8 which would coft him much more to provide tor himſclf,ſhould gain 
one penny in twelve , or the like proportion which the Maſters of every trade 
know to be moderate on both lides, neither too little, nor roo much. But if this 
moderation be not obſerved, if rhe gain be any thing confiderably either lefle or 
more, then 'tis, that the xwle is brcke. 

S. 1 conceive that the gaining too little will not break the rule, and for the too 
much, I muſt yet deſire more punttuall direftions. 

C. *lis poſlible you may be miſtaken inthe former, not onely becauſe he that 
fels too low, may offend againſt himſelf, and his own family, and a man is to 
love himſelf, ow not his neighbour onely) bur eſpecially becauſe a man may by 
ſelling ar too low a price, get away the cuſtome from, and conſequently defraud, 
and injure all others of the ſame trade with him ; as tor example, if ren menin 
a City may all of them live by their ſome way of merchandiſe by the gaining of 
one penny in every twelve that is ſold, it will be pcſſible for one of theſe men by , 
raking but one half penny in a ſhilling to ger all the cuftome from the other nine, 
and ſo toſell ten times 25 much as would” otherwiſe be his ſhare , and by that 
means to get far more by that under-{clling, then otherwiſe he could do, which 
though it be no injury but adyantage to the buyers , is yet the defrauding of all 
thoſe orher Merchants in that City : : 

2 1 percerve my error, but ſtill conceive that the moſt ordinary way of __ 
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ding #s in the exceſſe, (and indeed that other way was but an artifice tending to 
the ſame eud by a different way, by gaining too little to gain too much , by loſing 
one penny to get nine, and ſo an cxceſſe iu another kinde alſo) but, I ſay, the ordina- 
ry way of offending 1s in the dire(t exceſſe, in the gaining too much, or cxcecding 
the rule of moderation ; will you now give me ſome rules ta know wy duly it 
that ? 

C. This onerule will ſerve your turne , never to endeavour to cnhaunce the 
price of any commodity above the value of ir. 

S. hat way us there to know the value of any thing ? 

C. Thar known one, thar every thing is valuable for as much as may be ſold. 

S. If that be the rule, the Merchant will be ſaſe-enough, for if be ſell a thing at 
wever ſo dearer a rate, it ſeems it # worth it, becauſe it was (which ſuppoſes that 
it can be) ſold for ut, and therefore bath not done amiſſe. 

C. You miſtake the rule, tor unleſle he can ſel] ir at'thatprice again, which he 
was made to pay , or unlefle he that ſold ithim, could have loldit to other pru- 
dent men at that rate, or unleſle that be the ordinary rate of the commodiry,thar 
rule was not obſerved z for the meaning of it was nor, that any thing is valuable, 
according as any one ſubrill Merchant can have ſold it to any one weak or pafſio- 
nate Chapman, bur according to what is the ordinary rate of it when it is ſold. 

S. But if a man will give me ſuch a ſum for a commodity, doe 1 doe him wrong, 
to take at ? 

- If you are a tradeſman , whoſe calling is to furniſh thoſe that want with 
ſuch commodities, you are not to demand more then thoſe moderate gains : and 
if you dernand no more, it cannot be imagined that he will give you more for itz 
or if yoluntarily he will on his own free motion, not onely without any art of 
yours to raiſe him to ir, but even when you tell him it is worth no mcre,and you 
are ready and willing to afford it thus, if I ſay, he will then in bounty, or volun- 
tzrily upon any other fir conſideration give you more, it will inthat cale be per- 
fely lawfull for you ro take ir. 
 S. But what if it be a thing which my calling doth not ſo engage me to ſell, iſ 
it be my houſe , or land, or the like, which I may moſt lawfully keep, may 1 not 
ſell that ſor as great a ſum as I can poſſibly get ſor it ? 

C. Though 1 am nor obliged to 1ell thele ar any rate, yet if I doe ſell them, I 
muſt ſer a moderate rate upon them,and if I ſel] them to one ar a higher rate then 
either any man will give him again, or then I could have had of others , I ſhall 
for the preſent ſuppoſe that it was by one or more of theſe means that I was ena- 
bled to doe it; ns faſt, thar the nad was unskilfull and weak, or {econdly, 
that there was ſome undiſcovered fault or weaknefle in that which I fold, (I 
mean,which the buyer diſcerned not) which moved him to be willing to pay that 
forit, which if he had known thoſe faults, he would nor have done : and then 
that concealment again might be wrought, either 1, by ſome poſitive fallity of 
mine in downright denying it, when 1 knew it wasſo; or 2. by my denying ir 
2gain when I thought really that it was not ſo, though itwere; or 3. by my re- 
fuſing to anſwer to any ſuch queſtion about it z or 4. by his not making any 
luch queſtion to me ; or elſe thirdly,that the buyer had ſome ſpeciall Lhing, or 
pbanfie, or vyechement defire to that poſſeſſion of mine ; or fourthly, thar it 
was more conyenicnt and beneficial co him T5V any mawelſe. And eyery 
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one of theſe circumſtances will ſomewhat vary the caſe, perh:ps it may be worth 
your pains to ſec how. : 

S. 1ſhall therefore call upon you for your reſolution to the ſeveral taſes. And 
1. What #5 it, if bus weakneſſe and unskilfulueſſe were made uſe of ts get from him 
az bigher price ? 

C. It is acknowledged by all that this is cheating , or circumventing , taking 
advantage of another mans weakneſlc, and very neer the guilt of robbing on the 
higk-way, which is but the making uſe of another mans weakneſle to deprive him 
of his goods; nay of that grand Piracy ſo commen unto many abroad in the 
world, when the ſtronger devour the weaker, upon no other title of right but be- 
cauſe they are ſo, and every man thinks he may lawfully doe whatever he is 2ble 
ro doe, (ſaying with the Atheiſt, y/iſd.2. Our ſtrength is the law of juſtice, and 
that which is feeble, is found to be nothing worth) and this is mclt direGily con- 
trary tO the faſt ſundamenta]lrule , for noman weula be willing to be ſo oycr- 

reachr, it being, beſide the injury, a moſt contumelicvs thing to be ovt-witted, 
(as to be over-pcwer'd) and nathing is counted more unſupportable, then ſuch 
a contumely. 

S. Fo; the ſecond, if there were ia the buyer ſome particular deception procee- 
ding from ſome concealment of ſome fault m the commodity ; And 1. If that 
concealiuent were wrought by ſome t:\bty of the ſeller in dowaright denying it, 
then if that were knowingly done, 1 conceive at firſt thought of it , that that muſt 
zceds be a double ſm inthe ſeller ; 1. Of lying. 2. Of robbing 07 cheating the 0- 
ther man of ſo much of the price, as the contemplation of that fault would have ta- 
hen off from it, and this 3s the greateſt meanneſſe 1a the world, to ſacrifice any of 
»y truth to ſo baſe a thing as a little gain of money us ; but what if his denying it 
Was pon ai error an bimſelf, the fault being unknown to him , ( which was the 
ſecond caſe of concealment ?) | 

C. 'T hough that may have excuſed him from the firſt guilr, that of a lye , bes 
caule he ſpake as much as he knew, and went not agaiilt his conſcience, yet it is 
clear tha by this means he hath made an immoderatc gain (though perhaps a. 
arp his will) and the other hath loſt , having not that for his money which 

1c thought he had bought, and r ight reaſonably be allowed to think fo, becouſe 

he might in prudence think the ſclter knew (& yet if there were any imprudence 
in it, the ſeller ought notto gain by that, the folly cf the other being nor anin- 
gredient yaluatle in his commodity, nor giving me any title to his goods, as bc- 
tore) and therefore I ſhall conclude , that in that caſe, ſo much of the price muſt 
be p. id back again, as came in through that ( though invoJuntary ) falkty, and 
he that doth not think fitzo doe ſo, may well be prefumed to have fallificd wit- 
tingly, for hethat hath once erred, will be ſorry for his error, and he thar isſo, 
will be defirous to redeem ir even with ſome lofle, but will never think fit togain 
by it, to be the richer for his fie, which yet be muſt be, if he 7eftere not. Andif 
in either of theſe two caſes ic be ated, that it is an old rule that the * buyer 
muſt ftand to hazards, and confequently mult look to kimſelf,which would con- 
cluce that theſeller is ſafe in ſuch-caſes 3 I anſwer , that is a rule of law, and xc- 
cordingly that he may be ſafe fram the penalties. of the Law , ( which looks nat 
any farther then the outfide of the aftian,as it is 2 contract legally paſt, and can- 
nor poſſibly dive intothe ſegwas of canſeicace, nor conſequently puniſh what it 
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is not preſumed able to ſee) bur then {hall not he therefore be ſafe from God, 
who looks to the hcart ; and belides, if all other laws thould allow ſuch liberty, 
and free not only in the Court, but from obligation of conſcience,as far as con- 
cerns that law, 4. e. not command ſuch ſtrinefle ro the buyer , yet Chrift may 
be allowedto improve laws, even the Civil, Imperiall, 2nd the Municipall Eng- 
bſh, 2s well as the Naturall and Moſarcall law; and I hall hcre ſuppote him to 
have done it,by this rule of doing as I would bc dene to, which certainly comes 
home to thele caſes, no man being ſuppoled willing to be cheated by anothers 
fallity, whether voluntary or involuntary, or if he be content to forgive it, when 
he knows 'twas involuntary , yet will not he be pleaſed that he ſhould ſuffer, or 
pay for the others error. This fame anſwer may alſo be givento ( that which is 
che onely ſ2cond thing, which 1 conceive may make this reſolution of the caſe 
to be thought too ſevere,vzz.)the common,if not univerſall cyſtome of men to do 
otherwiſe. Fer ſure there is no preſcribing againſt Chriſts rule , if former lawes 
might be heightned by Chriſt, and ſo former permiſſions evacuated , then ſure 
former cxſtomes, be they never ſo univerſall or popular, may well be ſuperſeded 
by ſo great a prelence as of Chrit, who among other things came to redeem us 
from this error , (and to ſtir us up on the other fide to oppoſe it the more be- 
cauſe it was a popular one, being by that very conſideration evidenced to bee a 
parc of the world, which in our baptiſme we abjured) and to ſhew us that abun- 
dance was not {o precious a.thing, but that a little well gotten, were as much,nay 
a far greater wealth, richcr matter of content in this life,then all the vaſteſt rrea- 
ſures, or reyenues ; and I pray mark how powerfully Chriſt hath delivered this, 
28 2n aphoriſm, to pexſ[wade any prudent man to abſtain from covetouſneſſe,Luk. 
12.15.(the word ſignifies deffre or endeayour to get More then what belongs to 
one, the contrary to contentment with the preſent Rare what ever it is) becauſe 


faith he, the Life that any man bath by hu poſſeſſions (be irlife it ielf,or cheerful-: 


neſſe and felicity in life) conſiſts not zn baving ſuper fluity, he that hath enough, 
(and that may be had without coveting, without gaining by another mans loſſe,by 
ordinary moderate gains) is 2s happy evenfor this world (it there were neverano- 
ther) as he that hath the greateſt abundance of ſuperſiuity ; for the very nature 
of thoſe wordstell us, that that isneedlefle, (ſo abundant , and ſuperfluous fig- 
nifies) and then whar is it but burthen, that we gain by it? 

S. T'ou have by this ſuperaddition to your anſwer , made that doctrine which 
did begin to ſeem a little ftrift, appear now moſt perfeftly reaſonable , and I hope 
it ſhall render me the more capable of what you ſhall further adde to the 0:her cas 
ſes. .To proceed then, what if that deception proceeding ſtill from concealment, 
that concealment were by the ſellers refuling to anſwer to any ſuch queſtion con- 
cerning any ſuch fault, or defeft in the commodity ? 

C. That refuſing to anſwer, mult in all likelihood be infidions, and on deſign 
to gain more then was due, and that is very grofle, though there be not thelye, 
there is every _—_ elſe that was in eicher part of the laſt caſe, and muſt be con- 
demned accordingly. 

S. But what if it was by the buyers not making any ſuch queſtion ? 

C. Even then the lawes of juſtice as they were kno:yn even to naturall men, 
would decry it, as unjuſt in him that fels, in caſe he knew ought by the commo- 
dity, which he could beleeve did really , or _— in = buyers opinion ( if it 
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were known ) leſſen the value of it, for then it is clear, thatman means to make 
advantage of that concealment, and receives ſomewhat for that which is really no. 
thing, and by him known to be ſo, though for covetouſneſſe he conceal ir. This 
caſe to this purpoſe hath been pur by a * naturall man before Chiiſts time , in 
this form ; There was afaminein one City built on the ſca ſide, whereupon the 
Inhabitants of another hearing of it , provided to ſend out a Fl:et laden with 
corn to relieve them, which conſiſting of ten or elcyen, and being all prepare, 
one ſhip gets out a day before the reft , and comes tothe Haven , and ſtraight 
{cls the burthen of corn at whar rate was demanded , and that being dene, the 
whole Fleet comes in, and ſo fully furniſhes the City , that it was fold at an or- 
dinary price , perhaps but the third part of the rate , for which the 6rft ſhip had 
ſold. Thecaſfe bring argued in bchalf of the owner of that ſkip, and all the fai 
rer circumſtances being conſidered , ( asthat they of the City never asked him 
whether there were more ſhips a comming, nor ſtayed to beat the price with him, 
but gave willingly what he demanded)the reſoJution is at laſt,that this was an jy. 
direft ation, & that tl.is artifice of his was meerly defigned to gain from the Citi 
zens that which he had no right to, & which they would not have given,had they 
known that which he knew, and none but he could tell them : and what (ſaith 
he) id tht man ger by this ? forſootha little moncy, and was counted a knaye, 
encreaſcd his treature , and lcſt his reputation ; and thar he conccives ſufficient 
to fright any fromthe like. And ſure it Chriſts command may not prevail with 
us as much as ſenſe of honour among them , or it that bec counted honourable 
now, which was infamous and reproachtull chen, if now it be a creditable thing 
to circumyent, and cheat my fc|low-Chriſtian, to grow rich by tricks and arrifi- 
ces, when Socrates :n honett Heathen would vencure a martyrdome in Athens 
to beat down thele and the Itke vicious cuſtom: s among his Countrymen , and 
reſolve thit ſucha death was better then any kind of lite : then ſure Chriſtianity 
is il] beſtowed on us, wee have little conſidered that hee came to make us more 
like doves, not more like ſerpents, more juſt, nor more cunning; more upright, 
nncere, unconcerned, deſpiſers of the world, not more ſhrewd deceitfull adorers 
of it then Jews or Heathens had been before. 

S. wil you proceed then to the third caſe? Suppoſe the buyer have a great li« 
king to my commodity, a vehement deſire to buy it, may 1 not then make him pay 
dearer for it then otherwiſe *twas worth ? 

S. His phazfie addes no reall worthto thething , onely *cis true, thar it may 
be more gratcfull , more ſatisfaRory to him, then otherwiſe it would be , and 
that 1 confeſſe is a benefit to him, and if 1 have really the ſame phanſieto it, or 
ſome degree of it, I may value that ; and upon theſe rwo conditions, ( 1. That 
for my phanſe I docreally prize it at that rate that I demand, and I would not 
x0 any other man part with it under : 2. Thar I deal] openly with the buyer, ell 
him what I conceive is thereall worth , and what my phanfie or ſpeciall liking 
hath ſet mor2 upon it ) I doubt not but I may demand , and receive a valuable 
price for it,rating my phanſie at ſo much as I really value it;wherin I muſt be ve- 
ry carefull that I do nor deceive my ſelf, and pretend phanfie when I mean cove- 
roulnefſe. Bur then 2. if I cannot truly ſay this, if it be onely that the buyer is 
delighced with it, phanſies it, not T, then ſure it will be worth remembring, that 
Qtviſtian charity,of Which Chriſtian juſtice mult be always thought to have ſome 
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But for any farther liberty to either, you ma _ "7 it from Chit , who 
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.mixture, requires me to Coe that kindneſle (be it that which is profitable, or only 
that which is grarctull) ro any fellow-Chrittian which I can doe withcurt any de= 
triment to my ſelf, and ſo doe good to all men without bopmeg to receive any ad- 
vantage ta my ſelf by ſo doing, Luke 6.35, which yer if the buycrs gratitude make 
him acknowledge, and repay wich fome good other turn, the ſeller may law- 
fully receive it. 

S. The laſt caſe is, If it be more convenient to him that buyes , then to any 
man elſe, and ſo more beneticiall alſo, what think you of that ? 

C. 1 doubt not but convenence is a valuable thing, and that thit may be far 
more £c0zvenicnt to one, then ro another, and thar there is no reaſon but that 
he, to whom it is more convenient, ſhould value ic higher then any other, and if 
it be rated by the ſeller but acccrding to this proportion, ſo much dearcy to him 
then to another, as it will be more beneficial ro him, and this be made clear to 
him, and openly profeſt, it he upon that reaſon of the reall benefit which the con- 
venience brings him, and nor onely upon phanhie again, be truly content to give 
fo much for ir, *is lawfull for th: ſeller toro ratc it to him. And yet becauſe 
that convenience was not the ſame tohim, that ir is to the buyer, ( by which 
means it tals out, that he thall be paid, as much, as to him *rwas worth, though 
he receive nothing for thit calucil adyantage to that other) ir may very well 
become the ſeller ro thew kindncle, and friendlineſſe in this matter allo, as bc- 
fore, though I cannor ſay he is unjult if he doe not ; There being this diff:rence 
betwixt this andthe former cale, that there the phanſze of anothers, was not io 
reaſonably valuable, as here the fuppoled convemence is, becauſe this will bring 
him in ſome zeall gaze, that onely an zzzaginary one; All that I ſhall binde you 
toin this particular ( becauſe ro make the buycr pay more for the convenience 
then otherwiſe I would have fold it for, is th2 niceſt, and that, which if it be nor, 
is yet the neareſt being unlawfull ) is to deal as openly and clearcly as you can 
with the buycr,2ad by reaſonable arguments ſatishe his reaion, that *.is reaſo- 
nable for him to p:y more for this then another, becauſe it will bee more ad- 
vantagious really to him, thento any 3 and thar you may be ſure that your co- 
yetoulncfle deceive younot in this matter of ſome ſcruple and difficulty, (as 'ris 
ealieſt to ſlip and fall for him that ſtands on a narrow place, and eafter yer for 
him that hach a weight on one fide, and ſuch is covetouinefle) you may doe well 
to put that (whatever it is) thatthar man gives, more then ancther would give, 
into the Corbau or poor mans purſe, that ſo what is gained by that * happy bar- 
gain, having more of Gods bleſſing in ic then ordinary, ſhould yeeld God this 
acknowledgement by enriching his poor children, 

S. But can you allow me n0 greater liberty then this in buying and ſelling? And 
if you doe not, will this be agrecable with publick weal ? Beſides, if you impoſe 
theſe ſtrift rules of indifference oathe ſeller, you muſt doe the like on the buyer too, 
aud if be by any indirett means have over-reacht me, he is bound to as much reſtt« 
tation, as 1 ſhould have been. 

C. I rake noqueſtion bur the ſame ex1nelle is required of one as of the 0- 
ther 3 and T ſhall think it very neceſlary that ail the rules that have here been 
ſet the ſcller, ſhall be matrer of obligation alſo ro the buyer, ſo far as belongs to 
him, 3. e. as far as the rule of doing as he would be done to, doth belong ro him: 
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will think you rich enough, and happy enough , (even beyond the moſt laden 
worldling, that mule under a burthen, not a treafure of gold, to gall, bur not to 
bleſle him) if you have good food and raiment, and contentment with it. And 
for the concernments of the Commen-wealth in this matrer ; firſt, *rls clear that 
if the pro&ice of theſe rules ſhould prove inconvenient to any Commonwealth, 
as now it ſtands, this might rather be imputed to the generality of the contrary 
cuitome, which will not without ſome difficulty, and perhaps preſent 72commoda- | 
tion be changed : and the ſame might allo be obſerved of moſt other tins which | 
have had the luck to become cuſtomary. Bur then ſecondly, for the new conſti- 
tuting of a Common-wealth, and (o likewiſe for the prudent well-weighed refor. 
ming of any vice in the old, it will be found moſt true, that the rules that Chriſt 
hath ler, if they were embraced , would be univerſally moſt gainfull ; cr if they 
did hinder [ome particular advantages cither of ſome man , or ſociety of men, 
this would be repaired by other more valuable benefits ; More eſpecially theſe 
rules would keep the world moſt quiet, and ſo moſt worth living in ;. and on 
the contrary the deſiring more then this, is it, that makes the world ſuch 1 Stage 
or Theatre of none but Wreſtlers and Fencers, each labouring to ſupplant and 
wound the other,till at lz{ the world is become but a kinde ef Hoſpital] of poor 
and maim'd, every man undoing himſelf, and his neighbour too , by defiring to 
be richer then he. And befide you may conſider that the wealth of this world be- 
ins Gods (onely Gods) pm in his hand to diſpoſe to whom he pleaſe , and | 
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his bleſſing more gainfull to us then our own crafts , ir is not likely that he will a 
deny it to them, that uſe and depend on his rules in acquiring it, or give it to f 
51 £85,473 thoſe that ſet themſelves againſt him, that wil be rich zn ſpight of him : or if - 
SHY» he doe, this is an infallible argument, that riches are not the greateſt bleſſings, & 
for then thoſe whom God beſt loves, would have moſt of them. Ve 


S. But the reaſon why 1 ſa:d theſe rules were inconvenient 10 Common-weales, 
ws, becauſe they would hinder merchandixe , and the reaſon for that aga'n was 
ſomewhat elſe, viz. becauſe the hazards peculiar to Merchants are ſo great , that þ: 


if they bave not leave 10 make uſe of ſuch advantages as you have ſpoken of, and a 
ſeemed to deny them, they will rot be able to ſubſiſt at all. ; 

C. You muſt know that all Merchants are ( in paſſing a judgement what is a 
moderare and Jawfu]l gain) ſuppoſed to take into conitideration thoſe hazards i 
that you ſpeak of, thole, I mean, that are univerſally annext to their trade , and lo 
ſo are all men ofall other callings alſo; and therefore when I ſpeak of a lawfell fa 
moderate gain, you muſt know, that I count that but 2 moderate gain, which W 
ſufficiently provides for hazards , nay which takes in farther the conſideration [i 
of all other things (which before I named to you, and) which are fit to be conſi- T 
dered, the charges and pains they are ar,8&c. the rate that m2y be ſet npon their _ 
craft or $kill, and that heightned more and more according ro the aifeculty of ral 
acquiring it, and the uſefulnefle when *tis acquired. Nay when the Skill is in ſuch ag 
marters, or in that kinde, that it brings in ſome real! commodity ro others with- PP 
out their doing, or paying any thing toward it , it will bee more re1ſon4ble for vi 
thoſe men in thcſereſpe&s, to value their trades vr cyaſts very high, and to ex- 44 
pect great gains by them, becauſe what comes in to them is ſuppoſed to be taken ie 


away fromno body , but withall to bring ſome advantage to others without any 73 
detriment , or hazardte them : Bur then all this being ſuppoſed to be already Pre 
A provi- 
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rovidedfor in the ſeverall rules, that the honeſt intelligent men of every Trade 
f themfelves, it will not be reaſon that the ſame conſiderations of hazards, 8c. 
ſhall be raken in again to heighten the gains yet higher, nor indeed may parricu- 
tar extraordinary lofles be excuſes to any mn for fo doing, for thole whoſoeyer 
| they are, were contained in the former mentioned hazards, and every man muſt 
reſolve to bear his lor, be it worſe or better, with patience , or if he be impcve- 
riſht by ſuch heavy accidents it will be fitter to ſeek a ſubliftence by a Briefe . or 
| demand of mens charities, then by enhaunfing the price of what is Icft, no mil. 
adventure being excuſe for me to be unjuſt: And becauſe I now have mentioned - 
mens charity, as a Jawfull relief for him who cannor thrive by lawtull trading, [ 
ſhall alſo add, T hat if ty helping any man to a good penny worth,or ſelling upon 
bare moderate gains, the buyer think fit ro reward my juſtice and diligence with 
fome reward above th- price he pays, ( which may be very Chriſtian for him to 
doe in this caſe, it *rwere bur ro encourage upright dealing) there will bee no 
need romake [cruple of receiving'what is ſo freely given ; but to grow rich by 
that which is fetchr our of anothers throat, extorted and forced from him, will 
never tend muchro the comfort, or reputation of any man, nor haye much re:- 
ſonto hope for any bleſſing from heaven upon tr, 
S, You have now been fufficiently detained by a view of this rule, as il looks on 
afts of juſtice betwixt men ; and for the other branch, the extent of it to afts of 
| mercy, 1 told you 1 ſhould not expedt that to be again repeated to me. Oncly in 
flead of it, 1 ſhall take leave to put you in minde of one thing which may perhaps 
, coſt you ſome time, and yet belonging diretly to this matter of juſt dealiag be- 
twizt man and man; 1 cannot but think it ſeaſonable for me to demand, and ſor 
you to give your judgement of it. 
C. Whar is that ? 
| S. The known famous buſineſſe of Vſury , of which there are various and di- 
| ſhut? opinions, and perhaps the reaſons given for any of them not very ſatisfa- 
Flory ; 1 ſhall expeft your option of it. : 
C. Yeu ſhall have ir as clearly and briefly as I can: And firſt T muſt tell you 
that the buſineſſe of Uſury is not ſo clearly ftared in the New Teſtam:nt ( and 
for that among the Jews in the Old,it is both obſcure and only to a fellow Jew, 
| ſob:longs nor unto Chriſtians, who arc nor oblized by their Judiciall Lys any 
| farther then the equity of themis imitable byus) as that I can ſet ftrift and c:r- 
| tain Laws toall any mans aRions from thence, which you will beleeye me when 
Iteff you the one onely ground of objcRion I have againit Ulury from the New 
Teftament. Ir is from an obfervation which I made in comparing the H=brew 
with the Septuagints Interpretation of the Bock of Nehemiah ; In which gene- SNGe 
rally the phraſe which we render to exa& Uſury is rendred by the Greek, ro ex-= PFIEhzaarg 
aR, ſemply without any ſubſtantive added toit, and fo the Greek Noun for re= Vſ*ram exigente; 
quiring, or exaQing fignifies there a requiring of uſe 3 from whence knowing *T#7 arum- 
what ſympathy or concent there is between the Greck of the New T<cftament, © 
and the Tranſlation of the Old : I preſently thought thor ther place of the Go- 
ſpel, Luke 6. 30. might be explained, where Chrif ſpeaking of as of mercy, 
giring to every one that asket , he adderh , in ourtranſlaing, And from him * x, %:> 3 4egr- 
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context concerning giving will be this. From him that recetveth , ( not taketh 
by force, bur all one with the word which we render 7eceiving ) by way of Toan 
any of thy goods, require no aſury (according to that notion in Nehemmah,of re. 
cuiring, cr tor cxacting of uſury) ot him. Which bcing , as I taie, joyn'd with 
giviag 10chem that a:h,dencterh a work of mercy , as indecd lerding is a prime 
way ot mercy, The good man 1s mercifll and lendeth, and many thc like 3 And 
I remember a moſt excellent obliging Roman exerciled himſclte eſpecially in 
this kinde of mcrcy, lending and {tridtly requiring the paiment on the day. And 
Cornclius Nepos laith, he did more good that way, then by giving he could haye 
donc; teaching men to be thrifty and laborious, whereas giving or fuffering them 
not to repay would have made them ſluggiſh and beggers : which being luppe. 
ſed it will follow, that this of not requiring of uſe, being an a& of mercy,mutt, 
I conceive, be cxrended no farther, then the former precept of giving was to be 
cxtended, Now though the words are inan unlimited latitude , Give to every 
one that asketh, yer ordinary prudence will interpret them ſo , thar if a covetous 
1ich man ask of meIam not bound to = to him, but _ to him whoſe wants 
ſet him on asking. And ſo conſequently in like manner the prohibition or for- 
bidding to exat, take, or require uſe of him that borrows, belongs not again to 
the poor or mean Creditor when arich man borrows of him, but onely when the 
rich lendsto the poor man , to whom a free loaneis a ſeaſonable mergy. From 
whence as I ſhould conclude without any demur, yet wh.n I lend a poor man, [ 
muſt not require uſe,(any more then I muſt deny alms ro him that wants it,when 
I have it to ſpare) ſo cannot conclude it unlawful from hence to receive from 
arich man (1 mean who wants not that almes) what intereſt or encreaſe hee is 
willing to give me, which is I ſuppoſe the queſtion reſolved, All I conceive ne- 
ceMary to be added by way of caution is. Firft, that I take care, that ſuch len- 
ding to the rich doe not dilable me from 2ſfiſting the poor, Secondly, that I 
am (as faras morally I can be) ſure, that he who pays me this uſe is able to doe 
ir, without cating out, or hurting himſelf, but that he makes greater gain of it b 
trading or the like, Thirdly, thar it be nor ſo done, as that ir may bring reproac 
or cenlure of worldly mindednefſle, or ijlliberality upon me, (eſpecially if I beea 
Clergy man, for by the Canons of Ancient Councels they arc forbidden many 
things of this nature which were permitted others) much more that it be not an 
a& of a coverous minde, but onely a way of ſubſiſting on that ſmall portion my 
Friends have left me. 

S. But what muſt 1 doe, tn caſe the perſon to whom 1 thus lent upon uſe, (and 
ia ſo doing obſerved, as well as 1 could, the ſecond caution , concerved him very 
probable 10 make gain by that loan) either by miſadventure, or by his own negletis 
loſe by my loan, or be eaten out by paying me intereſt ? 

C. I anſwer, that in that caſe it is the lafeſt courſe to forbear the intereſt, and 
in matters of this nature, I conceive it is my duty to take the ſafeſt courſe , and 
the thinking my ſelf obliged to doeſo, will make me more circumſpe& , then 
perhaps otherwiſe I ſhould be, in examining the condition of the perſon, (of 
whom I adventure to take uſe) and being as ſure as I can, that I take it not from 
any , that could need my charity, j.e. my lending without uſe. In all this you 
muſt not think that I am ſo poſitive as in other things I have been ; but onely 
that I ſet you down my opinion , and the grounds on which I build it - 
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ſhall expe& yeur aſlent no farther then my grounds convince you. Forthe truth 
is, after all this which I have faid upon that ground , from that pafſage of Saint 
Luke {o interpreted > I mutt confefle that the word may fignifie ſomewhat elſe, 
243. £0 exad or require back the loan (when it is lent without uſe ) foro the 
word to require back that which is lent (contrary to releaſe) is rendred , Deut. 
15.2.0 3. andſoiſd.15.8. and Ecclys, 20. 15. the Greek word is uled for 
calling back a1oan, and ſo indeed the word more * uſuall is ro lend fimply , as 
well as to lend upon uſe : And then the meaning of the verſe in Lyke will bee, 
that as I muſt give to him that asketh, (o of him that borroweth of me , I muſt 
not exact repayment, when he is not (through poverty) able to doe ir, (for that 
were an a of oppreſſion,or very contrary to charity,and therefore I/ay!9.4, the 
word ſignifies oppreſſors,and Ecclys.20.15. it is ſet down as the character of an 
iliberall fool, | To day be lendeth, and to morrow he aheth again. ] And if this 
be the (enle, it will be ſtill pertinent to the bufineſle of liberality or charity in gi- 
viag and lending, and fo no farther belong to the matter of uſury , then by ana- 
logy may be interred from thence,vig. That if from a poor man I muſt not ha- 
ſten or cxaCt the repayment of his debt, but continue the loan to him as long as 
his diſtrefle requires, then ſurely I muſt not ſell that loan, 3. e. rake uſe of him 
But this ſtill ro belong onely to the rich man lending to the poor ; As for the 
care of the rich mans lending to therich, as there hath appeared nothing in cither 
of theſe interpretations which will require it , or if he doe , which will prohibir 
the taking intereſt of him, (and there is as little to that purpoſe in a third poſſi- 
ble interpretation ofthe words according to the ſound of our Engliſh, of not re- 
quiring the legall fourefold of him that hath robb'd me , which is no very im- 
nes ſenſe of the words, if we would meaſure them by humane Authours ; 

tthen belongs not to uſury at all, unleſſe that requiring the legall fourefold 
of the thief, will alſo by analogy with the former part of the yerſe be reſtrained 
onely to the caſe of the poor, not rich thief, that by neceſſity is enforced to take 
away ought from thec) ſo doe I not know any other ſo much as colour of Text 
in the New Teſtament, which forbids ir, nur indeed reaſon, nor analogy, either 
from that greatrule in hand, of doing as I would be done to, ( for if 1 were a rich 
man, I would in caſe of coxvenience , or advantage that a loan would probably 
bring in ro me, bewilling to p:y ule for it) or of loviag my neighbour as my ſelf; 
nor conſequently can T yer affirm it unlawfull, fill ſuppoſing that the cautions 
which I mentioned be obſerved vprightly. 

S. 1 ſhall reft in the preſent direfiions, and draw you 0n no farther in this buſt- 
wſe of juſtice, becauſe 1 conceive the prime thing deſigned in the rule on which 
we bave built theſe diſcourſes, us indeed that duty of mercifulneſſe. 

.C. Itis ſo, for in this ſenſe it will beſt agree, &c. 

In Page 115, line #{t. after the word [S6ribes] adde ; 
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ledge which 1 moſt uſefull to me, I ſhall eadeavonr to give yeu ſome 

account of my proficicecy, thorgh it be but in taking notice of my farther 

wants, (which till yon thus opened mite eyes 1 diſcerned not ) and de- 

frring your help to aſſiſt me yet farther, to diſcern what mfiucnce on my life or yrae 
ice may be had from thoſe very Articles of my Creed, which you ſuppoſed me to 
bave learnt in my Catcchiſme 3; but having 10 o'hcrwiſe learnt. then to ſay by rete, 
and perbaps to underſiaud the words of hem, though 1 had formerly contented ny 

ſcife with that ſuper ficrall knowledge, and thought that to be all that ws 7cqui- 
red of me, yet 1 have now altered my opinion , and by the 1taftes you have grvm 


S, H Hving profited ſomewhat by your advertiſements in that part of know- 


- me, fide 1ny appetite raiſed to receive what, in order to pratice , you ſhall pleaſe 


to teach me fron: thince, being ſirongly purſwadcd, that the bare ipeculauve hrow- 
lccge of theſe dotrines ſunk no farther then into my brain, will avail but little tg 
my jcl vation. 

C. You have made a right conjeRure, and will be confirmed in it , when in 
your converſing with holy writings , elpeci:lly thofe of the Apoltles in their 
Epiſtles, you obſerve how the Articles of our Creed, are ſeIdome, or never mcn- 
tioned, bur 3s obligations, anc pl-dges of our an::ndment cf life, Chriſts death, 
ot our m07lification; bis reſurreftion, of our new life.e>c. 1 i:all therefore bee 
perſwacedby you to proceed a while on this thean:, infiſting onely ( unlefle it be 
in paſſage) on that which is pra@icall. 

S. Bc pluaſed then to (et out on this journcy , and firſt to tell me once ſor all, 
what is the full importance of the word | Belecyc.] 

C. To [beleeve; is, as many other in Scripture, a pregyant word, contains un- 
der it all that is, or ſhould be conſequent to ir. To know 't1gnifies in Scripture, 
not onely what the word ſounds, but allo to love, and to doe, knowing ot God 
is the wholc ſervice of God; and ſo proportionably ro belceve. And in briefto 
reſclyve it,it hath two parts, a ſpeculatzve, and a pratficall; the one but of a piece, 
the other of the whole heart; or if you will, the one in the brat, the other inthe 
beart, and this latter ſuperadded to the former, it ſeems is it, that alone is likely 
to ſtand vs inſtead, Rom. 10. g. If tho ſhalt conſeſſe with thy mouth the Lod 
Teſs, ana ſhalt beleeve in thy heart that God bath raiſed him from the dead,thu 
ſhalt be ſaved. 

S. what doeyou mean by a ſpeculative beleef ? 

C. An aſſent, or acknowledgement of the truth of any thing affirmed in the 
Word of God, as to acknowledge, and affent to this truth, that there is a God, 
thar he is our Father,&c. that he ſent his onely eternall Sog into the world to be 
born of a Virgin,&c, 

S. what 35 the praticall beleef, or that of the heart ? 

_*C. The heart is the principle ot pradtice, (as appears, Dext.30.14. [My word 
% mn thy beart that thou mayeſt doe it ] and v.16.to keep bus Commandement 5.09c ) 
and that by analogy with aground in nature, the hcart being there the principle 
of life, and motion, and moving always, (to which Solomon oft alludeth ) dige- 
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ſting and applying every thing that comes intoir, ro that end of aftien, of orde- 
ring, and direfting our wils, and fo our lives accordingly ; and fothc belcef in 
the heart contains in it in generall all kind of pradticall Chriſtian vertues, pecu- 
li-rly choſe that according rothe nature of the obj<& beleeved , and the ſeverall 
conſiderations of it, are moſt proper ro be produced, or cxerciled, Thus to be- 
leeve there is a God, is to live, and behave my ſelfina godly manner, and ſo fig- 
nifies piety 3 to belecye he is maker of 3ll things, is to commit our ſouls to him 18 
well doing, as to a faiihbfull Creator 3 1 Pet. 4. 19. to beleeve he is a Father , is 
to love him with a ſilzall love; to fear him with a filiall tear, to honour him as a 
ſon his father; Mal.1.6, to obey him with a filiaf{ obedienge, to truſt in him, to 
depend on him, 3s children on fathers, tor all things needfull to our ſouls or bo- 
dies. And this you are proportionably to apply to all the ſeverals in our Creed, 
or objeRs of our belecef, 

S. But is there not ſome peculiar notation in the phraſe[Belecve in]? zx not that 
more thes to belceve ? 

Cc. Some ſubtil] wits haye obſerved ſuch a diftinftion between beleeving God, 
beleeving in God, and beleeving on God, bur it is not ſure that the Word of God 
hath owned any ſuch diſtinion or conſtant difference berween them, taking in- 
deed all theſe 1+ ge» 5 and meaning oft times the ſame thing by all of 
them. The dittin&tion which 1 gave you, will I conceive doe the ſame work, for 
which the Schoo[-men deſigned this other, and the ſeverall notions of beleeving 
in Scripture will be moſt properly referred to the feverals mentioned, either a 
ſreulative beleeving, as in the Devill, and wicked profcflors , or a prafficalt in 
all Saints,and that aitterenced again according to the notion,wherein the obje&t 
is conſidered, as evennow was [pecified ; ſometimes. a terrifying aſſent , or an 
aflent accompanied with fear, when it looks onthe threats, Heb.11. 7. by faith 
Noah moved with fear,&c.Cometimes an obediential aſſeat,when it Looks on the: 
commands, Pſ.119. 66. I have beleeved thy commandements; ſometimes a fi- 
duciall aſſext, when on the promiſes of the Goſpel 3 thy word wherein thou haſt 
cauſed me to put my truft, Pſal.119.49. 

S. I conceive my ſelf to underſtand the notion you have given me of belecving, 
od ſhall [abouy to apply it eareſully to all that follows. You may pleaſe now ta 
e's tothe ſeverall parts or objefts of our beleef, what then us the ſpeculative 

leef of God ? | 

C. The firm undoubted acknowledgement, 1. That there is a God. 2. That 
there is but oze God, 

S, what isit to acknowledge bim to be God? 

Cc, To acknowledge him in his eſſence, and in his attributes, In his eſſence, 
that he is the eternal, immortall, immutable, inviſible , incomprehenſible glorious 
beeing, giving beeing to all , but bimſelf receiving from none, the becing of bee= 
—_— [which was, and 1s, and ſhall be] the Lord Zehovah. In bis attributes of 

ite goodneſſe, 8 mercy,and veracity,and wiſdome, and providence, and power, 

and all-ſufficiency, his creating, preſeruing, and jult governing , and diſpenſmg, 
all things ; all which together , make up the ſeverals contained in that which 
follows in the Creed," [14 God the Father Almighty, maker of beaven and earth. 

S. I ſhall not trouble you to prove all, or any of theſe particulars to me, becauſa 
Ws ſay they are natter of tele &, which — they: have grownds in natures 
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which alſo world be means of proving every of them, yet ſhall they by me be rerei. 
wel without that kinde of crgument, beirg more willing to belecve , than te di. 
ſput*, what from ths Scripture the Apoſties, and the enſuing Univerlall Church 
of Ged þ1th thought fil to compriſe in thoſe Articles ; all that I ſhall now de- 
mand of yor., is that direttion, how theſe ſcucrals which you have now agined,wmay 
be redrccd to thoſe words of the Creed ? ; ad 

C. Thoſe of his eſſence,to the word{ GodJwhole name proper to him from all 

others is[ Zehovab which includes| beeing and giving of beeing ,nimortall immu 
table,and by conicequence from them inviſible, incomprehcaſible 2nC glorios. Al 
which bcingunexprefſible by any poſitive definition , is beit delcribed by (:hole 
which I gave you, which 2re moſt ot them) zegative epithets. Thole ot his at- 
titbutes to that andto the following words ; that of his infinire goodzeſſe , and 
mercy, and providence, to his title of Father ; that of his vcracity , both to his 
being God , who in his nature hath by all men (even Heathens) been conceived 
free trom lying, [Let God be tri, and every man a ly) (ablolute veracity bee 
longing to no creature but .onely ro God) and to his name Zehovah, wl:ich isler 
in Exodus to note his conſtancy in perſorming of promiſes , his eſtas! ſhing hy 
covenant, Ex0d.6.3.and alſo to the word [bcleeve | which ſuppoſes God the great 
obj<& ot our belcef, ard fo true in all his aftrmations 3 that of his w7/dome, 
and power, and all-ſifficicncy, his creating, and preſerving of all , to his ticle of 
maker of heaven and earth, in which all thole ſeverals are expreit; the word [ jq- 
ker] containing under it, not onely the beginning”, vut co2!muance of all beerng, 
the diſpoſal, w herein the wiſdome was ſhewed, the ſtzangeneſſe of the compoſure 
firſt, and {ince of daily produttions, both ordinary and extraordinary, wherein the 
power, the ſuſtaining, wherein the all-ſufficiency , and in all together the cre 
ting 2nd preſerv.ng. As for that of his juit governing and diſperſing of 3]l things, 
that belongs moſt peculi:rly ro the word * which we render A [141zgbty, but he- 
nifies peculiarly his being Governor, rulcr of all things , which being added to 
the word Fatber,:fignjfies that eminent naturall right, that bciongs to a!] /athers, 
paternall dominion, the root of all power anc gozerument among men, and þ« 
ing in a'traiiſcendent:manner applyed to God, the tran{ceadent Father , contains 
under it all manner of do-zmmen..over the creature. This title indeed contains his 
Almightineſſe, and infivity-of power over all his lubje&s, but withzl]'fuperaddes 
that other relation of a K72g, and Lord over them. To all which, may be added 
bis Omnipreſence, and Omniſcieate, of which his yery deity and infinity, creating 
and goycrning all thele are a ground, and the evident daily foor-ſteps oi the for- 
mer in the whole creation ; and his delivering, and exaR fulfilling of propbeſics 
(wherein Godhath oft foretold futurecontingent wards and aGtions of men, 
of which being many times evill andfinfull ,. (as particularly the words cf the 
by-ſtanders at the Croſle againſt Chriſt, pun&ually foretold, P/al. 22.8. ) hee 
could not be the aber or deſigner ) are ſure. and manifeſt proofs and teftime- 
nies of them, 

S what now is the prafticall part of thzs beleef of God ? 

C. The influence thar each of theſe aſſerts is apt to have.upon oor {;ves, (there 
being a pratticallas well as ſpeculative Atbeiſme,) the: living like thoſe. that in 
earneſt beleeve all this, and that is in effe& the pradtice ofall thoſe duties which 
the Church-Carechilmae rold you, were comained inthe firſt Copmandement, 


which 
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which you will remember ts have been Faith, Hope, Love, Fear, Trait, Honouy, 
pworſhip, Prayer, 2nd Thankeſpgiving to him 5 Thar all thele are the uſes and du- 
ties ot the firſt part of the Creed, wel] be exfily diſcerned, if you bur apply them 
to the ſeyerals in Gods efſerce, and attributes before mentioned. His veracity 
is the ground cf our Faith, and he that cordially is perſwaded of that , canner 
chuſe but beleeve in him, Heb.11.11, The ſime again when his promiſe hath 
intervened, being back: with his Omripotence , is the ground of our bepe, 
and he that knows God hath promiſed, and reſcives that he can neither 1ze, nor 
be over-powerd with eificultics, will hope on him even in the midit of all cemp- 

tations ro the contrary s And fo 2gain the word [Father] implying his prepa- 

ring for us an #nberjtance, 1 Pet.1.4. His glorious excellence , and after that his 

paternal! goodneſſe and mercy to us, in teeding us, and diipoling all, even the ſad- 
d:it 2ccicentsto our greateſt good, is a {ufficient motive :nd ground of Love: 

Kis Omnpoteace,and his Zuftice, & again paternal relation to us,is our ground 

of fear : His all-ſuffictency, (2nd the eternity that is peculiar ro him when all o- 

ther things are ſo frail and mutable) of our tzyft, and dependence on him . and 

him oncly ; His Regal/ power, of our hozour ; His very Deity, of our worſhip : 

and his Good eſſe, and all-(rffictence, and providence, and w.ſdome , of prayer, 

and praiſes, cf all our peritions and thankigivings. 

S. The good Gel of 1enven and earth ſo fill my heart with a ſenſe of bus infi- 
nite attributes, azd the ſhort fading temporary emprineſſe, aud nothingnefle of all 
crextures, that 1 may with a ſiacere beart, and ardent affedtions love, fear, obey, 
worſhip, and depend on him, 

T perceive you have by this means taught me one moſt uſefull truth of praQicall 
divinity (which may well have an influence on all my life after, and forti fie mee 
againſt the dangerous miſtakes either of the Solifidian, o7 the Fiduciary)that I muſt 
au: be thought to ſay the firſt article of my Creed zn earneſt , unleſſe my heart bee 
poſſeſt finceri ly with the power, and my life gs on uniformly in the prattice of all 
theſe Chriſtian vertues. will you now proceed to the next Articles ? 

C. I will. | 

S. That of Je\ns Chriſt ( which 7s next ) ſo farre*as thoſe pregnant yich ti- 
tlrs of the Son of God dv iaport, you have formerly opened t0 me , and in effctt, 
what 'ti« to beleeve in Jelus Chriit , both to acknowledge the truth of what the 
New Teftament ſaith c{ his deſizaation to thoſe ihree great Ofhices,which deiromi- 

atcd him Chriſt.or anoiated,and were the means by which be wrought our ſalva- 
tion, and ſo became Jeius , aid alſo to make our vitall acknowledgements of ail 
theſe, eepending and relying oz thus alone-Saviour , and by repentance, and new 
life, making our ſelves capable of the ſalvation, wrought conditionally by bij, lo- 
ving, and hoping en him 3 ſo again recervirg bs kingdome into our hearts , and 
making thoſe other particular returnes mentzoned in that * former diſcourſe, 88 
which I refer you. ; : EEE 5 

The other paſſages and articles concerning Chriſt are ſo plain and intelligible, 
that 1 will n0t trouble you tointerpret them one after another, but content my ſelf 
with what mn generall you will obſerve to me of then, | 
C. This Ithall with you to obſerve;,that all thoſe articles of Chriſt,are by our 
Catechiſmie brought into this one ſummary, thar Jeſus Chriſt redeemed me and 
all mankinde, (and that not onely from the Of y lin, but in 5, Peter's __ 
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ration fr072 our vain converſation, i.e. heatheniſh wicked living, ) which is in 


effe& thar the one great neceffary ro be known of him is, that he was born, cru- 
cified, continued under the power of death, roſe again, aſcended to, and now ſits 
#t the right hand of God, and ſhall again come to judge the world; all, and each of 
theſe on purpoſe to work redemption for mankind, which if it be faithfully belee. 
vea,and applyed to the regulating and reforming of our lives, it will doubtlefle be 
iufficient to the ſalyation of any, who is not able to attain to the underſtanding 
of many other difficulties : Thus doth S. Paul rcſolve to know nothing among 
his Corinthians but Jeſus Chriſt, and kim crucified, 1 Cor.2.2. (under which head 
it ſeems the reprchending of all their carnall ſens,c.z-1,0c. of inceſt, c.5.1. con- 
tentiouſueſſe.c.6,&c. comes in very pertinently, each of thoſe being oppoſetioins 
to the crucified Saviour, who dicd ſor us , that be might purifie us , and that we 
might die unto ſin) & Rom.10,9.pronounces that he that beleeves in the heart that 
God bath raiſed Jeſus from the dead (and that we told you containes our 7:{ng 
{from dead works by the power of that ſame ſpit) ſhall be ſaved. So 1 Foh.5.1.E- 
wery one that belecveth that Feſus u the Chiiſt , (and piouſly ſubmirs ro thoſe 
Offices of his) is born of God ; and c.4-2, and every ſpirit that confeſſes Feſus 
to be come 2a the fleſh, is of God, (it that place be taken in the full extent ot che 
words,andnor,as indced the context reſtrains it, to the ſpirit of Prophecy)becaule 
all Chriſtianity depends on that one beleef, if it be cordzall; which belide the great 
praRicall doftrines which the ſeverall articles will furnith us with , will in the 
groſle rcad us aleQure of a molt ſoyeraign charity, not to condemn, or remove 
from our Communion any Chriſtian thar thall joyne with us in the acknowledge- 
ment of theſe, and thoſe other tew neceſſaries, and {ive conſcionably according 
rothis profeſſion, all other lefle neceflary truths, though precious in their kinde, 
being not ſo yaluable as Chriſtian charity, and peace, and communion with all who 
are fe]low-members of our Chriſt. 

S. 1ſhal labour to poſſeſſe my heart with this charitable [eſſon.but you mentioned 
ſome great prafiicall doftrines which the ſeverall articles would furniſh us with, 
which be they ? 

C. 1* From the birth of Chriſt, to recount the infinite dignation and bounty 
of our God, that to redeem us from the thraldome which our owne finnes had 
brought upon us, not onely ſubmitted himſelf ro all diminutions,and meanneſles, 
and art laſt #zortality of our fleith, bur came into the world on no other errant,bar 
for this very goals, that he might die for us, Heb.2 14.and Foh,1 2.27. Second- 
ly, from the ſame again, and neccflity of it to our 7edemprion , to conſider the 
1Tuſtice firlt , then weceſſity of our new birth , or regeneration , juſtice by way 
of retribution,that if he would for gur falvatien be born in our fleſh of a woman, 
we ſhould in any reaſon be born anew in the ſpirit, or of God, and then yeceſjty 
reſolving that as if he had nor been thus born, ſo zf we be not born again, we He 
in n0 wiſe enter ito #he kingdome of heaven, Thirdly, from the manner of bis 
conception and birth, to learn the manner of his ſecond birth in our hearts; 1. That 
as our. humane fleſh could no way deſerye, or by io much as any congruity ex= 
ped that Chriſt ihould aflume ir, or be born in ir; ſo could nor our ſouls deſerve 
or expect that Chriſt ſhould thus ſpiritually be born in us. 2. As his conception 
was wrought by the over-ſhadowing of the boly Ghoſt,ſo no conception of Chriſt 
in our hearts is to be had without is, 3. We mult prepare Virgin hearts for Chrit 
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to be born in, and that holy Ghoſt to overſhadow; by virgin bearts, meaning no 
abſolute finleſle purity and innocence, which onely Paradiſe could yeeld - but 
that renewed purity, and recovered virginity of true repentance , and ſincere reſo- 
lutions of amcadment, which with the hxm;lity of that blefled Virgin,expreſt by 
the lowlinelſe of the Hand-maid in her Magnzficat, and typified in the temper of 
the new'-born babes, which are of all others hiteſt for Chvilt ro be bo7y in,both for 
znocence, and bumility,(and alfo with the faith ſo rewarkable in her,Luke 1.38.) 
is the onely temper which can fit the ſoul to be overſhadowed by the Spirit , and 
for Chriſt ro be formed in it. 

S. what-from the tuft-ring under Pontius Pilate ? 

C. A paſſive obedience even to death , without any kinde of hoſti]c reſeſtance, 
(tough as Chriſt was,ſo we ſhould be never ſo well furniſhed with armies and 
legioas) againſt the powers that ore by God ſet over us. 

S. what from the death of Chriſt ? 

C. 1. 1 har great DoQtine ot mortification, putting off the body of the ſins of 
the fiſh, Col.2.1 1. and deſtroying the body of Fnne, Rom. 6.6. and putting cur fin- 
full habits ro a contumelions death, or crucifying the fleſh with the affeftions aiid 
luſts, moſt ſtrictly required by God to our ſalvation. Andin this you may take 
in, if you pleaſc, a parallel through all the gradations that brought him to his 
death, that io we may, as the Apoſtle faith, be planted with bim in the likeneſſe of 
bx death. For you lee in the ſtory, there was firlt a coaſultation held,then he was = 
apprehended, examined, accuſed, condemned, ſhamed, and crucified. Thus muſt 
we deal with our old mai, our whole body of fin: 1. deliberate, & conſult about 
the execution, and to that end take our ſobereſt Senate-like ſealons , when the 
hear, and paflions of youth, and tin are over, in the cool of the day,in the calmeſt 
temper of our ſouls tzke this weighty buſineſſe into our moſt ſerious contidera- 
tion ; Then 2. afſoon as we have conſulted, proceed to aft, prelently apprehend, 
(ſtop in the carreer) every habit of fin in all the variations trom and oppolitions 
roit ; 3. Examine it by the word of God ; 4. Accuſe, and therein aggravate it, 
withall the heightning circumſtances of gyzit and danger : Then 5. by a ſolemn 
full conſent of all the faculties, condemn this ſodangerous a Malefatfor ; Then 
6. ſpit upon it with all contempt and ſcorn, andat laſt give itup to be crucified, 
never to recover again ro any vital] ations. And all this , as for any one ſzngle 
habit of fin, ſo for the whole body, which contains all 1zmbs and ſeverals under it. 
Beſides this, a ſecond practice that Chriſts death obliges vs to, is, Our voluntary 
cheerful! raking up of our cyoſſe,and following him, readily conforming our ſelves 
10 the image of the crucified Saviour, and reſolving, that it we ſuffer with him we 
ſhall alſo be glorified with him. Thirdly,the putting our finfull habits like dead 
bodies out ofthe way,left they < uggcarhr ee others , which will be anſwerable 
to the buriall. Fourthly, the reality and continuance of our mortified ſtate, (an- 
ſwerable to the adjun&ts of Chriſts crucifixion,death,and buriall,his deſcent) not 
onely once for all,to repent & mortifie,butto continue in the ſoul that death un- 
to fin, ſincere and wnſeigned till we in ſoul 73ſe again to that other d:winer life, ne- 
ver to die any more,z, e, never to relapſe to our ſinful babits,but to perſevere in 
that mert;fied eſtate. : 
| S. But before you part with theſe articles concerning Chriſts death, 1 muſt take 
leave to put you in mind of one difficulty, which thoughit may ſeem to be a ſ pg 
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tive difficulty , yet becauſe the explicite beleef (or faith it ſelf”) of thoſe few things 
that are contained un this Creed, may ſeem to bea Chriitians duty, ard jo a piece of 
neceſſary Chriſtian praftice,it may perhaps be my duty to enquire , and a culpable 
03:ſfion if I negledt, to ask inftruftion m it, now that 1 may bope to recerve it from 
you; and that is, what is meant by [Chriſts deſcencing into hell ?J 
Cc. Thouzh ir be a Chriſttan duty to beleeve every par and article cf this Creed 
delivered down to us by the Church from the Apoſites, as a form or ſummary of 
{cund dofirine, and cither the fiſt copy, or an extract, and tranſcript as it were 
of that tradition, or grall deAtrine , ( that fairh which was once delivered unto 
the Saints, Fude v.z.) whichthe Apoſtles agreed on at their parting trom one a- 
nother to preach the Goſpel toall Nations, yer TI conceive the agreeing on ſome 
one ſcnſe wherein to interpret cvery article of ic , is nor fo abſolutely neceſſary, 
but that ſome one of them(as this of Chriſts deſcent) may be taken in a latitude, 
and either not determined toany one interpretation, or reſolved to be capable of 
more; and ſo the words be received , the particular ſenſe one way or other will 
be indifferent to them, that fincerely follow that light which is offered to them, 
and therefore I conceive it is, that the article of our Church lets it down in that 
large indefinite form, [ye 5eleeve that Chriſt deſcended ito hell. | 

S. But what is your oþi ion of the ſenſe of that article ? 

C. Among divers others I ihall pitch on two opinions,and cither of them may 
be piouſly beleeved,having good grounds whereon cach of them may be built; 
the one taken from the opinion and interpretation of many ancient and moderne 
Worthies of the Church, That Chriſt inthe ſpace betwixt his death and reſurre- 
Qion, went down Locally into bell, as that fignifics the place of the damned, not to 
ſuffer there, (for all was finiſbed upon the Croſſe ) but to triumph over Satan in 
his own quarters , and openly to ſhew him the vzfo1y, that by death he had got- 


. ten over him ; over death it (elf, and oyer all the powers of darkaetie, The ſecond 


opinion I ſhall more ar largeſhew youzand leaye you to judge of the truth of ir, 

S. I ſhall patiently attend whileyou doe ſo. 

C. Theſe words{ He deſcended iato Hell]being aftirmed of Chriſt in the Creed, 
but not found in words in the New Teſtament , will not neceſſarily ſignifie any 
farther then either the places of th? New Teſtament (from whence the compilers 
of the Creed may ſeeme to have colleRed bY will import, or the uſe of the 
phraſe among eicher profane or Scriptureewriters will require , or the context or 
circumftance in the Creed will enforce. And :]] theſe will not neceflarily extend 
its ſenſe any farther then this, That for the ſpace of three days he was truly de- 
prived of bis natarall life. For the fuſt, the S.riptures from whence this article 
lcems to have been taken,are not many,indeed but one, that inthe As, out of 
the Pſalmiſt, [ Thou ſhalt not leave my ſoul in bell , nor ſuffer thy boly One to ſee 
corruption}](as tor Eph.4.9. He deſcended into the lower parts of the earth , it bc- 
longs clearly to the incarnacion,or deſcent to rae Mothers womb,wiich is expreft 
by that phraſe,P/al.139.15./ben 1 was madc in ſecret, and curiouſly wrought it 
the loweſt _ of the earthzor elſe to the grav<,(called the mothers womb alto Fob 
I.z1,)loityled P[.63.9.) Now inthat place th: word which we render{[h2/[]may 
fignifie the common ſtate of the dead; the word[ ſoul]the living ſerl,or that facule 
ty by which we {ve. And the [not Leavizg] this in that, is the not ſuffering him 
{a long to continye deprived of lite, as that has body ( as it follows ) ſoonid ſee 
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corruption, i.e. above the ſpace of three days ; whichterm,conliſting of 7 2.hours, 

is the ipace required for the 7evolzutzon of humours,after which, Phyſztzans obſerve 

the body, that continues fo long dead, naturally purrifies, which is implied b 

that ſpeech concerning Lazarus, Fob.1 1.39. by this time heſtmketh, * for he bath a wang 0 9 
been dead four days : lo that that place diſtin&ly affirms that hee ſhould nor bee ©. 

deprived ofhis naturall life above the ſpace of three days: (which if it bee nor 

the importance of that Prophecy in the Pfalmiſt, I conceive it will be hard to 

finde any convincing one concerning Chriſts riling again the third day : (tor 

that of Zonab, in the Goſpel, and others, which by the Fathers are appliedto tha: 

purpoſe, Lev.7.17. and Gen.22.4-17, were but types, not prophecies) and yet 'tis 

laid Mat.16.21, That Feſms began to ſhew his Diſciples, (which ſure ismore then 

rotell, > tro ſhew, demonſt;ate out of Scripture) © that it behoveth him, that hee þ, feiueyacr, 

mult for the fulfilling ot the Prophecies r4ſe the third day) it this be not the mea- <imd {wn 
ning of thoſe wordsin the As, and the Pſalm,yer I conceive no man can ſhew 

convincingly that any other is. Now for the uſe of the phraſe among Writers of 

the 4 firſt tort, 'tis clear that the * word ſignifies q Aricall. e*adyc. f Take this of Fornutys or Cormi- 
act withthem the place of the damned, (no nor us inhis Book called,O:»giz wei + Fr Geny purrus,pl4 
any peculiar place of happy ſouls neither) but the advs with him Bocy ora Ved, and faith he, is call'd 
cmmon ſie of che dead. I will give you in 024727 ndÞ ions wi rows of fun candy) 
the margin ſome inſtances, by which, when you at laſt comes ro him and becom:s his torn; And 
xe skill'din thoſe Authors, you may be able to again to:vardsthe end of his Book, *Adys 5 Jigouf Gr 


\ . 


judge. Many other places might be added ; but 79 V7 #horoury®, Hades is thelaſt region of the 
A : D . aire which recerves ſouls, aud 1s called 5v3.G>,taith hes, 
the Writers which concuce moſt to the explai- ,,q ;52955;,0 good friend or counſellor, beear fe ut be= 
ning of the New Teſtament are the Greek Tran- friends men, Js mi mauety urge mars © mobi 4, ogrnidnn, 
ſlacors of the Old Teſtament, and therefore a- #7 givingthem ceſſation from labours and cares, whichis 
mong them it will be more perrinent to enquire; 71©.9©Y _ he pert ory Pu agr _ _— = 

- bl »J0! ro em de 
Look on the 37, of Gen, ver.z5. we render it out bours, Rev.14.13, £0 9.10, [4 2Jy 2144] he interprets 
« the Hebrew literally, © 1 will go down to the by & dozgi xeicdry, to beno body knows where, according 
graveto my ſon mourning, ſave only that the word fo the etymology of advc quaſi ze1dVe, an inviſible ſtate: 


- and again ſhewing the originall of that fable , 
which we render [zo the grave] cannor in that 1, 72.1. Role away Ceres daughter, 'tis ſaith 


place be properly ſo rendred, becauſe Facob be- he, 914 4 3niujo 13 yew mar artud my 271 oe os 
keved that his ſon was torn in pieces with wilde exuouin, where again Hades it ſeems fignifies 4qun- 
beaſts, andnot buried, and therefore the addition wo Oe gar 4p way ay of gn yas 
efthoſe words [to my ſon] make it neceſlaryto ,,,,. 5, .and Heb.B-13-41 _ 5; prog Fon gr" 
render” it in that place thus, 1 will £6 mM0Ki'= the Author of the Book of wi/d. hath a like phraſe, 
ning out. of this Life, 1 will live no longer, ſeeing Our pirit ſhall vamſh as the ſoft aire, where ſpeaking 
my ſon is dead ; and the ® phraſe [ 1 will go down > heperion of the Atheiſt, who acknowledged no: 

; JT, the i-mmortality of the ſoz, the word ſpirit is taken foi 
0 Hades] is meant exaRtly parallel to this inthe y,,:r:;w ful pram hug ack 4 yiras ws: 
Creed, [i be went down to Hades) and may very « a9%. yy huzmGimugy cicdds. i vom - 
well be thought the fitteſt to interprer it, being Sw «is 49s. 
the neareſt to it of any in the Scripture. Now for the context in the Creed, com- 
pare it with the ſtory of Ch7its death in the Goſpel, and you will ſee how well it 
will bear this ſenſe. To which purpoſe Imuſt premiſe this one thing, that a man & 5/4746; 15), 
conſiſts of three parts, a body, 2 1iv12g ſol, an immortal ſpirit. S. Paul divides Integrnm weſrs, 
*the whole martintothoſe three parts, 1 Theſſ. 5.23. andin the Creation of man i2 NAY L 
there is mention of all of theſe, The bodyis called ! the duſt of the earth, of MAN 
which it was formed. ” The ſoule is called the * living ſou e. The third mw 
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* (þirtt is called Þ the breath of life. Of theſe parts Chriſt as man conſiſted, and 


A TULA 


TILA b ar his death all theſe three are leverally diſpoſed of. His ſpirit ( that immortall 


=" ſoul) he commended into the hands of bis Father, Luke 23.46. in reſpe& of which 


C owutger- heis ſaid ro be © that day in Paradiſe, for lure Payadife, and Gods bands are all 
| one. His body, that was put inthe grave, and foal of him citpoſed of, but the 
d {98 © living ſoul, and in rc{pe& of that, ſaith the Creed, © He went into Hades, pet- 


e 42711562 41s 298+ haps not into the place of hell, as B. Bilſon, nor into Paradiſe, 2s Broughton, nor 

f P. Rams, into the grave,for that was ſaid before in the word by:ed, (though f ſome would 

© Urea . have the 5 Greek word which is ſorcndred, referre onely to his embalming, tut) 

hy-36.or, Wh he was three days deprived of bis natarall —_—_— properly his * living ſoul) 
continued really without exerciſe, or power of excrcifing his vitall facully,raſted 
that * common ſtate of the dead for us, bur then, before he was putrified, 2. e. the 

poſe it will be Third day he roſe again from the dead.&c. 

obſervable what ] 


Herac!itus in Clem. Al. Str.l.1,ſets down out of Serapiox an ancient Poer, ſpeaking of Sibylla, and undertaking 
zoſhew how ſhe prophefied even after her death, For, ſaith he, T:; Z iicatex word, Surre, that part of ber body 
which went mio 1he aire did prophecy, <v gnptgus ty xirdton by voyces heard in the aire, (tor ſo gnwy is defined by Vari- 
US, oy Or Jramnnc perry mic if avTougre Maher, & x) vdovuuginiia, or, Six grouw, fuch as was that 
V'0;ce Which Plutarch mentions to have been heard by the Mariners, Tlev uga; Tim.) Thebod;, or that part 
which was changed into the earth, brought forth me2v, bearbs or graſſe, and the beaſts that fed exatily on that place, 
did by their bowels or :ntrals, when they were killed, declare to men what was to come. Tw 5 woo aur 31) To ani 
/.imn earriulury exogrwmreoy wm ; As for ber ſoul, he conceived that to be that face that appears in the Moon,and 
that belped the Aſtrologers to divine a!ſo. Fhrce parts you ſee of a woman according to that. to ancient Phi! oſophy 
Of which three, by death, one, ſaith he, was ſentto the earth, another to heaven, a thi:d, tis 5tex Jwrrow 
went into the are ; that third, I conceive the ſame that the Atheiſt. in the book of Wiſl c.2. 3. affirms, that 
3t ſhall vaxifo (at death) NaywSyorren, ſhall be difulved or powred abroad, ws yawr'c 75c,05 the ſoft, (or moiſt) 
aire, which 15 there 145 42, the breath or ſpirit,vix, that wortall ppirtt in the Atheiſts Phyloſophy, all one with 
the breath in the noſthrils,te2. but much differing trom rhe iznmorrall pirit among Chriſtians, And that which 
he thus ſaith, wert mio the aire, is it which in Chriſt is ſaid #@7s).54y 6ic 5ds, to have gone (or deſcended, 
though not locally, yer from a /#periozr to an inferzour ſtate) ro Hades, that ſtare of ſeparation of ſoul from 
body, which doth not by any neceſlity imply or import the place of the damned in belt. 


z To which pur- 


addrar®>: : Thus Apoc. 6. 8, after the mention of * death, is added in our tranflacion 
% 5 £.dis 7%X8- b [helt,] (but it henifes this ſtate of ſeparation, or inviſchle ſtate, or continuance 


is - rf ; indeath) was a*© follower of it, and a ® companion with it. And that it refcrs not 
d jun” ms to that which we eall [heÞ | (much lefſe ro Parad;ſe) but onely to that tempo 

rall ſeparation of ſoul and body,may farther appear by the efie&s there mentioned 

of it, [There was given them power lo kill &c. with the ſword, with famine, and 
e; Ser x Withdeath] and with the beaſt; of the earth. Andſo c4.20.14. © Death and Hades 
adyc. are caſt into the lake of fire, andv.13. gave up thoſe that were in it. So Ecclus: 
&. Izjelrs x, i 48.5. Hethat raiſeth the dead from death, and from Hades, ſure raiſes not out of 
ads. bell. And thatthe ancient Writers of the Church (ſome of them ar leaſt, of the 
gic & J's, moſt ancient)meant no other then this by the Article of Chbriſts deſcent 10 Hades, 
F Euſeb Ecct. may be gueſt by two ancient paſſages, the one in f Thaddexs Creed, 2ffirmed to 
Hiſt, 1.1. be giventhe Kg of Edeſſa ; the other in the P7imitzve Martyr 8 Ignatins; both 


g Ep. ad Tertal. agreeing in this, that Chriſt aſcended with many, but deſtended alone ; where 


though the deſcent were in their words to Hades, yet Hades cannor there bet 
h Asof thoſethat thought to ſtgnifie the place of the damned, unlefle Chrift ſhall be conceived to 
reach char Chriſt haye returned from thence alſo with agreat multirude,which thoughir were per- 


5-6 . Sunggnay M FE haps agrecable with ſome mens ® phanſies, yet cannor eaſily bee reſolved to bee 


lieved on by the Heathen Philoſophers there,and particularly by P!ato in the front, and brovght them out 
along with kim, the 
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the meaning of thoſe ancient Writers, or of that text to which they referre, that 


the bodies of many that _ ſept, _—_ c. for I conceive out of * bel{ there was « Hae bookes 

, — aaa ch poſlibilit lng. there are calle 
not in their opinion any luch p y of riſong the Sibyllin Ora- 
cles,in all probability written by fome Chriſtian, and that an ancient one, (about the Emperor Commodus 
his time, it is by many circumſtances moſt prebable.) In tke firſt book of theſe after_the Creation and fall 
of man, there is mention of his death and 2nortall ſtate, and (upon occaſion of this cloſe, Tvs oj d unide;tmns 
«ds, Hadesreceived thezn all) this account is given of the word*Agyc, 
"AdWv |" dure ng. «ety, 44 agar Or 14046) Adtyu 
Ti. on 440 Sreyerre, 3442 i rar dpupengthunes 
Teriza dy Tavis; 64 binbomu att: 
; * Avipes #iv Aidtzo NS1.016 tevay KAb vs | : 
Where it isclear what is meant by that word ["Ad\c] the common mo of the dead, when their bodies are laid 
in the grave; the condition not onely of the wicked, nor onely of the godly,but of the awwres 63124 orice atpicy 
ofl morial{ men, who as ir follows there, 
: 'Etv didze; wohumrics Truly YKge. 
When they were gone to Hades, were honoured by us, whereas the Gyants had their TWprmze:y Jy/acy, and yev9rs 
which was hel{ indeed, there being no ſo proper notion of hell in the Old Teſtamenc, as the place of the Re- 
phaim or Gyants, Prov,21.16, & 9.18, & 2.18, in the Hebrew and Greek reading. 


So in the 24,Book of E/dras c.4.41.*11 the grave,the chambers of ſouls are like * tinferno prom- 
the womb of a woman ; where though we render [in the grave] yet without que- pivaſi anon 
ſtionthe Greek was &*Adfe, in Hades, and ſo Hades is that ſtateof ſoules in the 1917 0J1m%4t6 
ſeparation, whercin he conceived there were divers Cels, which all deſired to Yr 

rerurn and pour back the ſouls to the bodies again. I have now wearied you 

ſufficiently with an account of this ſecond interpretationand the grounds ot it, 

andT ſhall adde but this, that as it may pioufly be beleeved, that Chriſt did in the 

ſpace of thole three days locally deſcend, to thew hiraſelf triumphantly tothe De-- 


_— 


—— 


; vils, ſo they that on the premiſed groundsreſolye it poffible that there may bee 


no more concluded from this Article,but onely that Chriſt being crucified,dead, 
and bxried, continued in the ſtate of the dead, his ſoul really ſeparated from the 
body for ſome ſpace, bur nor ſo long till his body ſhould pat7ifie in the grave,(to 
which ir follows aptly, that the third day he roſe again, or was reſtored from thar 
ſtare) may piouſly beleeve alſo, and cttend nothing againſt the Creeds or Do- 
&rine of our (or of the ancicnt) Church, ſothey do not condemne thoſe others 
that are contrary minded. I meant not to have inſiſted on any ſuch ſpeculative 
difficulty, yetupon your demand, I have given you an account of it, | 

S. 1 acknowledge it ſomewhat diſtant from your deſigned method, 'yet conceive 
m ſelf to bave profited by it, if in nothing elſe, yet in knowing my duty to my ſelf 
a1d others, in matters of this nature, which may piouſly be beleeved on either ſide 3 
the Lord grant me the ſpirit of meckneſle,axd charity zn all thmgs. You will now 
_w te that which ſotlows after the Articles of Chriſts death, that of his re= 
urreQion. 

C. The pradicall belief of it is, 1, Our aFuallrifmg to anew life, as neceſſary, 
3that of mortification premiſed. 2. Our appearing. (as he did) to men, and 
walking exemplarily betore them, in all heavenly living. 3, Our continuing ina 
lanRifed ftate of perſeverance,(noted,as I conceive, Rom.6,8. by [we ſhall live 
with bim] i.e. live this new life,(if we donot treacherouſly ruine our ſelves again) 
3 Chriſt did 3 who being raiſed from the dead died no more, death had no more de- 
ninion over bim, v.9.) till by Gods mercy we be taken upto blifſe. 4. Our de- 
tending upon Chilt tor our cate wide: as well as our ſan@ification p - 
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effett of his riſing, Col.2.3. Rom.4.25. Rom.8 33,34. 5- Our haſtcning this re. 
lurre&ion,(parallel to Chriits 7:/eng the third day) not io wholly immerſing our 
ſelves with ſorrow, and kumiliation, (that grave as it were of the mortified 
ſoul) asto hinder ation, and vitall performances, bur by the power of that Spj- 
rit that raiſcd Feſws from the grave, immediately to rilero new life. 

S what 55 the prcRicall belief of bis alcenhon ? 

C- Aſcending atter, and dwelling with him, in Civine meditation, being hea- 
wer ly minded, \ecking, and minding,and ſayouring of thoſe things that are above, 
the duty of all thoſe that are ;3ſen with Chriſt, Col.3.1. : 

S. what of bis ſitting ar the right hand of God the Father Almighty ? 

C. Thatphraſe of ſting. @c. lignifies Chriſts rcigning, his having all power 
giventohin: ; youmay ſee it by comparing Pſ.110-1, with 1 Cor.15, 25. in one 
place it is, The Lord ſaid unto my Lord, Sit thou at tay right band untill 1 make 
thine enemies thy footſtool. In the other, Hemuſt reign till be bath put all cnemucs 
wider his feet. '1 his you have formerly learnt ro be an union ot his Regal! and 
Prieſily office ; his giving commancs to his Church, and his interceuing with 
Go tor his Church, andthat ſo powerfully, as aftually tobeſt ow that grace, that 
pardon which he interceces for, And this is farthcr norcd by thoſe titlcs there 
repeated of | God the Father Almighty] that Interceſſion of his to God being asto 
a Father both of him and us, who will,and A/mighty, who is able to grant whatſo- 
cyer he prays for Andthen the prafticall belief ot this Arizcle will be, 1.Togive 
my {clt up obediently to be ruled by himin all his z7ftztut:ons and commands, 
and by all thoſe that hee hath ſer in the Clurch under him to zule over me, 
2, Todepend on his Interceſſion, to offer up all our prayers ro God in, and 
through him.z.To receive (and makethe holieſt uſe and adyantages of)all grace, 
that {tall How from him; and 4. When he is {o ready at hand to our 7clief ro re 
ſolve to look to him in 211 remprations, and count ir our wretchl:feabuſe of his 
goodnefle, if we doe not perlevere in deſpight of all aflaulrs to the contrary. 

S. what cf his comming fromthat right hand in heaven,to jucge beth the quick 
and the dead ? 

C. Our conitant making up our accomts 2gainft his comming, 25s Gaily expe- 
Eing a 7ighteozs, though a gracious Fudge, to {it upon us,according to thule m1- 
ny ticles we have of him in holy Writ, as 1ſ:3 3.22, The Lozd, 3. e. Chriſt, (as ap- 
pears v.17,18.)is our Zidge, our Law-giver, our King, andthen cur Saviour, 
2 Thefl.1.8. the Lord 7iſus taking Vengeance in flaming fire. So the wrath of 
the Lamb, Apoc.6.16. and the ſearcher of tbe reins and heart (the expreſtion of 3 
Fudge) Apece2.23. Anotionwhich ot all others, will bring us to a pious awe 

| of him, as of one which will not ſuffer any one fin to bee carried along under 

the diſpuile of religion, or on confidence of his favour, that ſhall come from his 

throne (theughit be of mercy) in heaven, to judge us here ; not to bee moyed 

with p:ſhons, with bribes, with flatrerics, to puniſh, or reward according to 

any other ,zethod, or zule, bur onely that of [every man according to his works.) 

_ > IR 0 now proceed to thoſe other Ariicles 3 and firſt, that of the holy 
ot ? 

C. The word Ghoſt, Ggnifies Spizit, (which being by way of excellence a title 
of Gods,(God 7s a $ in) and ſo here attribured-to him,and denoting the thi;d 
Perſon ia the Trinity, which is alſo the fountain and ſpring of all ſpiriewall lite in 
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us, is here called holy ; nor lo principally, becauſe he is ho/y in himſelf, z.e. pure 

- without all mixture or compoſition, cithcr of fan, or corruption, or pollution, or 
hypocriſie, or partialty 3 and all this in a moſt eminent degree, nothing in the 
world being thus b<lide ; but more punRually, becauſe hee is the author of all 
holineſſe, and purity in us, that little weak degree of ſanRity, that the molt rege. 
nerate among us do attainto, being a ray, and effuſion of that ſantiiffing Spirit 
which worketh in us by his preventing, [mf fying, and aſsiſtiag grace, both to 
will, and to do of his good pleaſure. This the holy Ghoit doth by two ways of 
dilpenſation, 1. Ourward, 2, Inward, The outward way was his vifible de. 
ſcendimg upon the Apoſtles, and fitting them with graces, and enſtating them 
with powers toplant, and preſerve, and govern the Church of Chriſt oyer 
the world, 

S. wyat were thoſe powers ? 

C. I. Topreah, and baptize thoſe that received their DoQrine, and ſo to 

lant. 2. To confirm, and adminiſter the Sacrament of Chriſts body and bloud, 
and {o to prelerye, or {tabliſh thoſe whom they had planted. 3. To exercilc 
the power of the keys in cenſitres, puniſhing the pertinacious, caſting them our 
of the Church, that they miy be aſhamed and ſoretorm, and upon approbation 
of their repentance and reformation, abſolving, and receiving them into the 
Church again, and all this, to govern thoſe, whom they had planted, and con- 
firmed in the faith ; and 4. 1oordain others, and commit the ſ1me power to 
thoſe, which the holy Ghoſt had ſetled in themſelves, and ſo provide a Miniſtry 
of his holy celeſtiall calling (ſent by Ch;i/t as he was by bis Father, Joh. 20,1.) 
to continue by tuccefſion from one to the other tothe end of the world. All which 
donations and enf{t1tings, were the acts of the holy Ghoſts deſcent, (belide the 
extraordinary g:f?s of tongues, and Miracles,&c. needfu]] for thoſe firſt times, 
to preachto all Nations intelligibly, and to gain beleefrotheir preaching, but nor 
ſonecclliry ater) and inreſpeR of thele he is ſtyled the Paraclete,z.e.(according 
to th: notation of that word) 1. Advocate. 2. Comforter; ye, and 3. Ex- 
harter roO. 

S. what do you mean by theholy Ghoſts being an Advocate ? | 

Cc. Two things 3 he came tobe an Advocate bothof Chriſt, and of us. Of 
Chriſt, in pleading his cauſe againſt the incredulous world, which is ſet down, 
Johi 16.8, and expreſt by a threefold convidtion (it being thie Advocates part to 
a coavince, and contute, ſharae, and ſilence the adverſary, Tit.1.g9.) 1, Ot ſeanc, 
2. Of rigbteoufacſſe. 3. Of judgement. 

S. what 4s the meaning of thoſe three convictions ? 

C. Among the Fewsthere were three forts of cauſes, or afFjons. 7. InÞ cj- 
minall matters, which here word for word is rendred [ of fin.} 2. For the de- 
fencing, and vincicating cf the juſt and innocent, called in 4 Hebrew by a phraſe 
which is again literally rendred [of *righteoufneſſe.] 3. For the condemning of 
the wicked, whichis as literallythat,which we therereade [f of judgement. ] Now 
theſe three ations the holy Ghoſt was ro manage on Chriſts behalf, as an Ad- 
vocate for a Client, againft the incredulons gain-ſaying world. x. He ſhould 
convince the world of that great crime commirred in 7ot belceving, but rejefting 
of Chriſt, and-thar by legalt evidence of that law, Dewt.18.22. (which was on 
purpoſe to diſcriminate the true Meſias, fr D all {alfe pretenders, v. 18.) whers 
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jt is reſolved, that if the prophecies of a Prophet come not to paſſe, then bee is 4 

falſe Prophet, but if they doe, he isa true one; and therefore the very com- 
ming of the Spirit, after the aſcenſion of Chriſt, being the thing prophecycd by 
Chr3ſt in this place, (and ſo his prophecy fultilled) thallbea legall proof of this 
crime of theirs, in not receiving Chriſt thus teſtified, and demonſtrated to be 
a true Prophet : . which ſure was the reaſon, why it was not (as Chriſt ſaith) 
ſo dangerous, or irremiſſible to _ Chriſt at his preſence on the earth, as it 
would be to blaſpheme or oppole the holy Ghoſt, Mat. 12.31. 2, Hee ſhould 
convince theworld, that Chriſt was a molt righteous perſon, and moſt unjuſtly 
crucified, (and ſo vindicate, and defend his innocent Client) by his aſſumption 
to heaven, and participation of his Fathers glory, (which — of his, is 
expreſt by tha phraſe [you ſhall ſee me no more] both here and elſewhere,becauſe 
at his aſcenſion it is ſaid, @ cloud received bim ont of their ſight, Afts 1.9.) which 
was a certain argument of his zjghteoxſneſſe, or innocence, Under which alſo 
may be contained that zzputed righteouſnefſe of his to us by way of ſatis/adti- 
07, together with thoſe imperfe& beginnings of ſanFification wrought in our 
hearts by the power of his yeſurreftion, anda molt proper efteR of his Aſcenſion, 
Interceſſion, and exercile of his Kzngly power in heaven. 3. Hee thonld uſe a 
third argument to convince the world, to wit, that taken from the judging,con- 
demning, ſentencing,and executing his adverſary, even the Prince of this world, 
the Devill, who being the firſt contriver of Chriſts deatb, is now repayed in his 
kinde, by way of retaliation, in a manner deſtroycd, and ſlain, turn'd out of 
his Kingdome, (which is akinde of c3vill death to him, and ſo called by the 
* yoyce in Plataych) by the filencing of his Oracles, turning out of 1dolatry and 
heatheniſh vices, which before without cogtroll had reigned in the world. To 
which it was alſo conſequent, that all Satans inflruments ſhould pay very dear 
for their infdell rebellious aGtions, in like manner as Satan himſelf was uled for 
bis riotous behaviouragainſt our Chriſt. 

S. You bave ſhewed me how be was Chriſts Adyocate, you ſaid alſo, that hee 
was ours, how #5 be ſo ? 

C. In letting a Mimftry to pray, and intercede for their ſeyerall Congregati- 
ons, (and inabling them inthe very Apoftles time to form a Liturgy to conti- 
nue in the Church to that end) and thereby helping our infirmities, and teaching 
25 to pray as weought. 

S. How # he a Comforter ? 

C. In divulging that exce]lent comfortable news of the Goſpel, the promiſes of 
pardon, and grace to them that want comfort. - 

S. Hew «he an Exhorter ? | 

C. Inthe doQrine of Repentance, and of flyizrg from the wrath to come, and 
walking worthy of that great calling. Andin the exerciſe of all theſe titles and 
offices, as by a fitit externall means, the boly Ghoſt is {3id to work all manner 
of ſanity in our hearts, Beſides this, there is 3n zxward means, the ſecret pre- 
wentions,excitations, overſhadowings, and afſiſtarces of that Spirit, all abſe- 
lutely neceſlary ro beger, and continue bolineſſe in the heart z and 3li theſe atten- 
ding thoſe outward adminiſtrations (juſt now mentioned) and conſtantly goin 

, . y gong 
along with them (as breath goes along withwords) and hallowing them to the 
worthy receiver, the obcdicnt dilciple. / = 
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S. what is it now to beleeve in this holy Ghoſt ? 

! C. 1. Toacknowledge the truth of all this, that it is (as from the word of 
God it mightappe:r) as here hath been explained, 2. To accommodate our 
praftice accordingly, to conform it ro this faith ; as firſt, ro ſubmit to thoſe fpt- 
rituall Paſtors, &c, whom the holy Ghoſt hath ſet over us, and for them again 
to be carefull of that flock of which the holy Ghoſt hath made them Overſeers. 
Secondly, not to intrude upon, oruſurp that holy calling, withont a lawtull yo- 
cation, and ſuch as may juſtifie ic ſelf ro bee from heaven. Thirdly, to obey all 
thoſe ſeverall powers, to come into the preaching of the word, fitmy ſelf for the 
Sacrament of Initiation, and bring others to it ; So again, for ——— and 
the Sacrament of Chriſts body, examine and ſhrifr our ſelves, and ſo eat of that 
bread,&*c, to fearthe cenſures, 2nd it under them, by confeſſion, contrition, 
works of mercy, and 21] kinde of reformation, to labour for abſolution; and in 
all cheſe, fourthly, humbly to invoke Gods __ grace, that it may goealong 
with theſe outward Ordinances, and watch, and obſerve, and receive it in the 
uſe of them, and lay ir up in an honeſt heart, and bring forth fruit with patience, 
and neither to reſeft, repel, nor grieve,nor quench that holy Spirit of God, where 
by we are ſealed (it we do nor betray our ſelves) unto the day of redemption, 

S. what # the meaning of the holy Catholike Church ? 

C. The word Catholthetignifies wiverſall, all the world over ; in oppoſition 
to the former ſtate of the Jewiſh Church, which wasan incloſure divided from 
all the world beſide, in time of the Law; but now the Goſpel preacht to all the 
world, and by thoſe powers of the holy Ghoſt forementioned, a Church with all 


thoſe mniſtrations in it conſtituted over all the world. This Church is a Fojerp . 


of Beleevers, ruled, and continued according to thoſe Crdinances, with the uſe 
of the Sacrament3, preaching of the Word, Cenſures,&c. under Bilhops and Pa- 
ſtors, ſucceeding thoſe, on whom the holy Ghoſt came down,and (by Ordination 
of thoſe that had'thar power beforethem z. e Biſhops) lawfully called co thoſe 
offices. And in reſpeR, 1. Of theſe holy powers, and offices; and 2. Of the 
boly Ghoſt, the author and founder of them. z. Of theſanKity of life that ought 
tobe in theſe and all Chriftian profcflors ; and 4, Of the end, the begetting 
and encreale of holineſfle, ro which the very conſtituting of a Chxrch was defig- 
ned, jr is that this Catholike Church is called holy, 

S. phat 1s it to belecve the koly Catholike Church ? 

C. Toacknowledge that all the world over, by the Miniſtry of the Apoſtles, 
ſuch a Church was gathered, and by the holy Ghoft indued with thoſe toreſaid 
powers, - andſo thi]l in ſome meaſure continue. unto the end of the wotld,the gates 
of bell, 3,e. the moſt farall dangers, deſtruction and deathir ſelf, being nor able 
to prevail againſt it ; within which whoſoever lives-and dies (a faithful] obedient 
ſon of ir) ſhall be eternally reward: d by the great Hucgband of- his Church, our 
Saviour in heaven. | 

S. what 35 the praQicall part of this beleef? 

C. Theliving peaceably, charitably, faithfully, and obediently within this fold, 
obeying them that have the rule over us, and in-every particular,, or Nationall 
Church, 1abouring to preſerve both wity of faith, and charity with all our fellow- 
brethren, both in that,and in all other particular Churches,and not breaking into 


kRions, parties, diviſions, ſubdiviſions, but labouging our wmolt ro approve 
| - our 
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S. Now follows the communion of Saints, what do you mean by that ? 
C. I conceivethat the word rendred communzoy doth moſt properly anduſy. 


b n:; exw77 *<t- ally fignific communication, (in thatſcnſe as to®* communicate :gnifies to Þ ping, 
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to:zmpart, or diſtribute to others, to make others partakers of any ſpirituall or 
=, corporall gift, beneficence, and libcrality ; and thar either to che bocily indigen. 


46.9419 Heb+13-16 cics of the poor Saints, as many times in the New © Teſtament the word lignities, 


© So ::<noviey Teihow ey, Rom. 15.26, to make « contri- 
$urion, or gath-ring for the poor, Thu xa241, Ky TUG KeLY'0= 
vizy 3 Srzuoriace © £35 Tec 456 Charny and liberalzty of 
a:lminiftring toward the Saints, 2 Cor. 8. 4. eTALTNS T 
zotarezcy liberall diſtribution, 2 Cor. 9. I3, X2lVWvic £46 Now 
er, 94 \t5y, liberality toward the Goſpely i.e. toward the Mi. 
=Co and propagttion of it,Phul. 1,5. xeivavia T 715twe, 
Philem.s6. !:bera/zty 10 the poor Saints, proceeding from 
his faich,expreſt v. 5- by love, and faith to the Lord Fe- 
ſus, and toward all Saints, faith to the Lord Feſus, 
and fove, *harity toward alt Samnts, by which their bow- 


cr elle by any other way of chority and mer. 
cy, which you know, is « te Suangy when 'tis 
expreſt romens ſouls, by advice, countfell, re. 
prehenſion, ſpirituall conference betwixt man 
and man, and in any kinde of effuſion of 
grace from God tous. Thus in S. Pauls ſo- 
ſemne form of benediction, after the mention 
of the grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, i. e. his 
bounty, and goodneſle, and the love of God, 
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els were refreſh! v 7+ Sura fru xemerixal, 1 Times 18, 5, 6, the ſame again in another word, is added, 
&xo-ravia m:tuz- 4 the communication of the holy Ghoſt, (3, e. the liberall diſtribution of all thoſe I, 


TO 53s, gifts which flow from him the condu& of all grace) be withyou all evermore, bi 
S. But bow do you apply ths notion of the word tothe matter in hand, 1 meas " 
20 the interpreting of this article of the Creed ? « 


C. Thus, that it thall contain in it two things eſpecialiy,according to the two 
kindes of libc7ality mentioned, corporal, and fpirituall, For the firlt wee tinde th 
in many patlages of the As, that at the firſt preaching of the Apoſtles, many ( 
came in and beleeved, and they that did ſo, ſo/d their goods and poſſeſſions, and pe 
diſtributed them to all, as every onehad need, Afts 2.45. and bad all things com- te 
#2032, v.44. and exerciſed liberality (or charity) toward all the people , 1.47. and a 
this is called by this very word which we render communion, but tignifies com- vit 
munication , .42.3nd then theliterall importance of the phraſe, [communicati- bl 
0x of Saints, or of the Saints] will be this matter of fatF, fer down in that Ap6- is 
ftolicall tory, viz. the generall pratice of all beleeyers in the firſt age of Chri- re 
ſtianity, to live together in that moſt /zberaP charitable manner, every man com- an 
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municating wha he had to the others wants, & to that purpoſe bringing the price 
of their eſtates, and layingit atthe Apoſtles feet, and making them the ſtewards of 
their liberality. This was ſo eminent an a& of Chriſtian airy fo lively a chara- no 
&er of priwitive Saints,fo immediately and remarkably conſequent to the preach- 
ing ofthe Goſpel to the Gentiles, that it may well deſerye to. bee put into our 
Creed, next after the articles of the holy Ghoſt, and holy Catholike Church. And 
then you will preſently know, what *tis to belceye this article, viz. To aſſent 
to that relation of Scripture, and from thoſe examples to learn that moſt excel- 
lent Chriſtian grace of charity, and liberality to allthe fellow-members of our 
Chriſt, and at leaſt to retain'fome'conſiderable degree of it in the a&jions of out 
future lives, remembring, that 'cis che parr of the faich of Chriſt to looſen the 
miſers'hand, enlarge-his hearr, melt him' into thas ſoft temper,and encline him 
to make others partakers.of that plenty, which we have received from God, 'to 
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pls "_ bounty toward all, which we ſee ſo hugely exemplified by Chriſt to 
inde. 
S. what elſe is contcined ia the article ? 
C. Itold you there was anotherkinde of charity and communitativeneſſe, the 

iritzall expreſſions of love, which have been, are, and ouphr ſti!l robe among 
all holy men, all Saints, all Chriſtians, and this is of many forts, bur may briefly 
be contained in this, the performing all Chriſtian offices of love one to another, 

raying with , and for one another, (and hee that ſeparates himſelf trom other 
Chriſtians, and hath not charity enough to pray with them, orthar is ſo proud, 
or malicious, that he will not pray for all men, eſpecially all Chriſtians , when 
Chriſt did for his very cruciFers, is far enough from this charity) praiſing God 
with, and for one another , a duty continued mutually berwixt us, and the very 
lorified Saints in heaven , ſo farre as is moſt commodious to the condition of 

each, the Saints inreſt and joy daily praying for their younger brethren , the 
Church on earth, and the Saints in the camp on earth , praikng God for thoſe 
reyclations of his grace, and glory to their elder brethren in heaven. And the ve- 

beleeving this as a duty,that Chriſtianity hath made us ſo much concerned in, 
will have a full influence on your praFice, I need notinſiſt ro ſhew you how. 

S. what is the meaning of the article [remiſſion of fins ? ] the words 1 under- 
ſtaud,and conceive them to fignifie Gods pardon of all treſpaſſes committed againſt 
bim, the ſame which you interpreted to me inthe Lords Prayer; but what 5 10 be 
my meaning when T ſay I beleeve it ? Is every man bound to beleeve that his fins 
gepardoned > 

CE. Thar the ſeas of any particular man are afFually pardoned to him is not 
the meaning of this article , there being no revelation of Gods in Scripture, 
(which alone can be the object of faith ) concerning the Kate of any particular 
perſon, any farther then from the generall promiſes of pardon to all true peni= 
tents, he ſhall upon examination ofhimſelf, finding that he is of that number,be 
able to pronoxnce unto himſclt, or then another, whoſe office it is, having a clexr 
view of his conſcience, can pronoxnce unto him ; neither of which being infalli- 
ble in their pronouncings, it cannot yet be marter of faith ro him. That which 
is the article here, is,that by the death and ſufferings of Chriſt, there is pardon and 
remiſſion to be had for ſinners, (which all the legall performances could nor help 
any man to, being onely a remembrance, or * commemoration of jins, Heb. 10. 3. 
no means of power to work remiſtion) that the having torfeired our perfe& un- 

ing innocence in Paradiſe , (on condition wereturn to God ſincerely) (hall 
not exclude us from Gods fayour and grace here,nor from heaven hereafter. This 
article is ſo near of kinto the dotrine of the ſecond Covenant, ſet down in the 
of our conference, that I ſhall need onely to referre you tothat place, 

and not to enlarge any farther on it, 

S. Butwhat #4 the praQicall beleef of thus article ? : 

C. 1, To ſer my ſelf fincerely tothe performance of that condition on which 
the remiſſion of fins in the Goſpel is promiſed , and purchaſed for us. 2. To 
continue in full aſſurance of hope toward God, that if we perform our part, God 
in Chlziſtwill never fail in his. 3. To pray to Godin Chriſt daily for this mer- 
&. 4. To continue in the maſt melting ſtate of hymility , and meekneſſe , as re- 
membripg that all our good that we doe, or can attain to, in this life or another, 
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ſanfification, or glorification, is utterly unimputable to us , or any thing in us, 
and wholly to be acknowledged the purchaſe of Chriſt , delivering us from the 
puniſh ment of cur ſinnes, both as that is deprivation of the viſion of God here. 
after; and of Grace herez all the ſtrength that any Chriſtian hath to reſiſt any 
fin, being a conſequent of this remiſſion of fins , of Gods being 7econciled wnto 
ws ia Chriſt, not imputing our treſpaſſes. - 

S. 1 ſhall now invite you on to the next article, The reſurreQion of the body ; 
hat is the thing profeſs to be beleeved in that article ? 

C. The certainly tuture r«ſtauration, or riling again of this very fame fiſh 
of ours out of the grave, which by the curfe of God inflited on fin doth goe 
down thicher. The puniſhment on all mankind upon Adams fall, was [duft thoy 
«rt., and to duſt thou ſhalt return} mortality , or a decree for all men once 10 die, 
T his being an heavy puniſhmenr indeed,if it had not been allayed,or removed by 
Chriſt,is now by him extreamly ſoftned,ttar though it do ſtil] conttaraly befal the 
wniverſality of men,(death paſiivg on all.up that all bave ſinned ) yet all the bit. 
ter noxious part of death jhall be rak:n away as farre as concerning the faithful 
ſervants of Chriſt, the fizzg ofdeath being by him pluckt out, and fo the gravy 
turned into a doymitoyy , or retiring roome, a place , where the bodies rcit in a 
ſound ſleep, till they be awakened unto bliffe. 
 S. But how will it be poſſble for dead bodies (mouldred to aſhes,and then blowy 
over the ſace of the earth, & devoured by wilde beaſts , and thefe again detoured 
by worms, or by other men) t0-riſe again.or retarn to their former hate ? 

C. That power that raiſed Zeſus from the dead , will alſo quicken our dead 
bodzes, the laſt trump will call all men our of the duft, and God that made all 
out of nothing, can ſurely reftore eur bodies again to us, however 1ranſmuted, 
and that bee will doeſo,, you have both the plaine 3ffirmations of the Scripture, 
(Chriſt is the firſt feuity of them that ſleep, and then all the heap muſt one day fol. 
low, the head being riſen , the bogy cannot remain long bchmde , and ar large 
you have it afſerred, 1 Cor.15.) and realon it ſc}f though not relling us how, yer 
making it reaſonable to beleeve, that ir wilt be fo, becaule otherwiſe our bodies 
which are both the infiruments and co-partners of all ay and all righteous afti- 
ons and ſufferings, will be left wpuaiſot, and anew 

S what # the practical! beleef of this article ? 

C. The keeping our bodies in 2 riting condition, neither by wncleameſſe, nor 
Srunkenneſſe, nor warldly-windedneſſe, nor floth , railing our ſelves to the eanh, 
or mire, or dunghilh, bot io pwr;ty, and ſobriety, and heavenly-mindedneffe, and 
induſtry, fitting our bodies for that heavenly divine condition , to which after 
the grave, we expe to be advanced. 2. The praying to God for this perfeRion 
of bliſſe to thoſe, who in ſoul are already entred into Gods reſt, that their bodirs 
being joyned to their ſouls, they may continnally dwell rogerher, like brethren in 
_—_ that good _ ties MY 

But what hinde of bodies ſhall theſe be after they be raiſed ? 

C. Sparituall bodies, 1 Cor.15.44. 1. hn tn of tes ſpiritualized 
zato a bigh agility, rarity, dariry, and fuch as will render them» moſt commodi- 
ous habitationsfor the foul, made partakeer of that divine viſion : 2, In reſpeft 
of the principle of life and. mation , which in naturali bodies is ſome waturel! 
principle, bur in theſe is the Spirit of God, which ſhall fuſtain them without ect- 
ing or d/inking, &c, | ths S. Wha 
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S. what is the praQicall bdleef of this ? 
C. Endeavouring toward thele excellencies here, mortifying , and ſubduin 
the carnall principle, and making it as tame, and tra&able, as may be, and alto. 
gether complying with the ſpirit, 2. Raiſing up our ſouls , 4. e.{abouring, that 
they be, and continue in a regenerate ſtate, and not burying them in that worft 
kind of grave, the carnall effeffions, and lufts,which is the moſt dangerous death 

imaginable, 

I You are now come to the laſt article, the life everlaſting, what will you af- 
ford me to that ſubjef ? 

Cc. Onely this, thar the Life which we lead here , is a finire, ſhort, feeble life; 
for ſome ſeventy yecrs , if neither enemy, nor diſeaſe, nor diftemper caſt down 
this brickle building ſooner, bur the /ife that follows thar reſurreion of the bo. 
dy, is an infinite, everlaſting endleſſe ſtate, in endleffe joys to every true peni- 
rent beleever, bur in endltfic wo to every contumacious proyoker. 

S. what u the praCticall beleef of this ? 

C. To weighand ponder thele two ſo diſtant ftates together , and neyer tos 
forfeit that eternal bliſe, and incurre that eternall wo, for any tranſitory joy, or 
honour, Or gain, or eaſe, or relief from the cyeſſe (the companion of the godly in 
this life) for thoſe few minutes that are allowed us here. 2, To uſe & improve 
that moment here, ſoas ir may be a foundation of eternity. 

S. Befare you leave the article of everlaſting life , ( which 1 ſee belongs to an 
eternity of bliſſe on one ſide, and of woes on the other) I beſtech you ſatis fie me in 
one difficulty, which is ready to ſhake my faith, and it is this, How it can agree 
with Gods juſtice, and goodneſſe, with any kinde of equity in him, that the ſinnes 
and pleaſures of a tew years of ours, that bring us ſo poore a preſent income of 
delights,and joys.ſhould be paid forſo dear with endleſſe woes;there being no propor- 
1108 madeed betwixt this ſo mite, and that infinite ? Some anſwers 1 have beard 
given to this doubt, as 1. that our fins are againſt an infinite Deity; and 2. that 
if we ſhould live infinitely, we ſhould ſin infinitely. But me thinks theſe ave but 


 niceties, which ſatis fie not at atl, 1 beleeve I could by ordinary reaſon, and the 


grounds which you have given me, ſhew you how. | 

C. You ſhal not need,for I thal render you another account of yourſcruple; It is 
a piece of Nivinity,whichas it is a foundation of all good pradticeſo may chance 
zoſtand you in ſtead for all your future conſultations concerning your foul. 

S. what ts that ? 

' C. Thechoice and option, that God hath given all men in his word, either 
toreturn and live, or to goe onand peritheverlaftingly 3 two kindes of rerri- 
butions, rwo eterniries put into our hands by God, by way of Covenant,to have 
our parts in one of them , which ſoeyer we ſhall chooſe z and the compa ſo 
made between God and us,that they which are offered one,if they will nor accept 
of thoſe tearms on which that is oftered,do for that deſpiſing,by the tenure of the 


fame Covenant , fall into the other. Indignation and anger and wrath to them 


that work evill, that go on unreformed,in any ſuch courle; but ro them who by 
vgs continuance in well doing ſcek ſor £191), eternall life,Rom-2.7. Had there 

en nothing bur happineſſe created, and all men decreedto thar blifſefull Rate, 
heaven had been our fate,but not our c79wn,our deſtiay, but not our reward, and 


arationall man would perhaps haye been a diſputing, why man ſhould beſo eter- 
(c2) nally 
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nally happy, why ſuch a ſhort weak praQtice of piety ſhould be ſo hugely, and ſo 
everlaſtingly rewarded ; And ſo onthe other tide if hel] had _— her mouth 
wide, and encloſed all,had all men abſclutely been decreed to thole fata]] chains, 
a rationall man would have been ready to tell you , that this were to make men 
innocent, but lay blame enough on God , and fo there kad bcen little of reaton on 
either ſide. Bur God that hath made us yational{ men, hath provided yatzonal 
rewards for us, a yationall tribunall and jadicature, a ratioaall blifle and wo,not 
onely cyery man repaid according ts bu works , (adjudged to bell by a righteous 
Fudge, and to beaven by a righicous Judge alſo ) bur even allowed fatist 1&ion 
to all his ſcruples, if he come nor co blifle , hee ſhall ſee 'tis his own wretchleſſe 
contempt hath kept him fromit : Behold, (faith he by Moſes) 1 ſet before you life 
and death, bleſſing and curſing ; eternity of joys in the hand of an eatie obedi- 
ence, a * gracious bleſſed 60 jen he that takes upon him chearfully ſhall find 
reſt ro his lou], live the moit admirable joyous life of felicities here , and paſſe 
from a Paradiſe to a TH and eternity of miſcries to him that will fall in love 
wi:hthem, and to no manelfe. For God made not death, at leaſt made it nor for 
man, (Paradiſe was created for him) the everlaſting ſire wis preparcd for the De- 
will and bis Angels: but ungodly men with their words and works called it t8 
them, wiſd.1.16 committed a kinde of riot upon hell, invaded Lyczſers peculiar, 
and if you mark, ſtrive more yehement[y for their o"_—_ in that lake of brim. 
ſtone, endure more temporal hardil:ip in their paſſage thicher , then any Martyr 
in his fiery chariot of aſcent toward heayen ; and then I hope, you would, if 
you were an Atheiſt, confefle, that he that takes ſuch pains for it, is woxthy 10 
take bus portion with it, to have that pay which he hath merited ſo dearly. 

S. 1 acknowledge my ſcruple ſatisfied, and my felf obliged, if it be but for the 


honour ad awe 1 owe to ty ownſoul, if but to fave myrepuration in the wor id, 


that 1 be not ſuch an abjebt ſtupid ſool,to retrabt my choice , te call bach the ho- 
Bages 1 bave given 10 Satan, theſe pledges of my ſoul , ( whatever faculty bath 
az any time been ſent out to Satan to bring me in ſome ſleight joy) and for the ſu» 
ture to ſet out a more rationall, more juſtifiable voyage. 

C. The Lord confirm and proſper you in that retolution, and bring all other 
imprudent men timely into the ſame thoughts. 
x Tow bave now gone over all the articles ; the Lord grant me to live accor- 

nel. 

” Saint Auguſtine will give youa very conſiderable ſaying to this purpoſe : 
There be, ſaith he, ewokindes of wicked men, wicked beleevcrs, and wicked un- 
beleevers: * The wicked Infidel beleeves contrary tothe ſaith of Chriſt; the wick- 
edbeleever lives contrary to ut, and it ſhall be more tolerable for the men of $6 
aome in the day of judgement then for ſuch. | 
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5 Aving thus ſar inlarged your trouble, 1 beſeech you to explaine the do- 

(166 of the Sacraments to me, becauſe me thought at the learning of the 

t Churck-Catechilme there was no part which 1 could ſo bardtly conquer 
with my underftanding as that, : 

C. 1 conceive it very probable, becauſe thoſe being inſtitutions of Chriſt,there 
is little in them wherein your own reaſon could aſhift you any farther then that 
could colle& or conclude from Scriptures , wherein thoſe inſtitutions are ſer 
down, by way of ſtory in the Goſpels,or by way of doFfrizall diſcourſe , by Saint 
Pay, :nd other Scripture-writers. Bur yer let me tell you, that there is not a 
more excecll:nt breviate, or ſummary of that which is there ſcattcred , to be mer 
with; then thoſe ſhort anſwers to the queſtions in that Catechilme doe afford 
you 3 'If you pleaſe T will view ic over with you. The firſt queſtion you ſee is, 
[How many Sacraments bath _ 0:dained in his Church ?] A Sacrament in 
this place ſignihes a boly rite , a lacred ceremony uſcd in the ſervice of God; of 
which ſox there being _ ordained by the Church ,” and uſed accordingly in 
obedience to that Eccleſiaſticall Ordinance , ſome tew there are which Qheiſt 
kimſelf,when here on earth,did ordain and inſtiture,and of thoſe particularly the 
queſtion is, how many there are of this nature , of this immediate inſtitution of 
Chriſts, becauſe thoſe certainly which are ſuch, will deſerye more reverence from 
us, and more care and diligence in the ule of them, then any others which any 
inferiour authority hath cnffitwed. And to this queſtion the anſwer is very ex- 
aR, that thcre are [onely two, as generally neceſſary to ſalvation, | that ſome ©= 
ther ſacred rites Chriſt did inſtituce for ſome ſorts or caſes of particular perſons; 
25 impolition of hands, Heb.6.1 ec. but of this kind, wherein all men xo whom 
Chriſtianity is revealed(or thar expect falyation from Chriſt) ſhould think them= 
ſ-lyes concerned, to which all Chriſtians are obliged ſo far as not to negle& 
them wilfully , or tro want them when they may be had, of this kind I ſay there 


be onely two; 1. Baptiſm, i.e. a ceremony of waſhing with water, either by. 


going into a Brook and being dowſed over head andears in it, or by being ſprix- 
_ with water on the face, or principall part , as hath been uſed intheſe colder 


Countries in ſtead of the former. 2. The Supper of the Lord, 3. e. the bleſſing 


of Bread and Wine, and — it among thoſe which are preſent, in imitation 
of what Chrift did after his laft Supper, and by way of commemoration of that 
death of his which immediately followed that Supper, and ( which as a ſpeciall 
rt of his office in working our redemption) we ought frequently to recount 
y way of thankeſgiving to him , and preſent it before his Father, to whoſe fa. 
your we haveno claim but through thole ſufferings. 

S. will you proceed to the ſecond queſtion [what meaneſt thou by this word 
Sacrament] which 4s ſo plain, and pertment to that place whercin it 48 ſet , that 
1 ſhall not need your belp, ſave onely to open and clear the anſwer which is gi- 
vex tot? 

C. The anſwer is, that in this place the word Satrament is ſet to fignifie , an 
#ward and viſigle £g71, 6, not onely 2 ; boly os or ceremony, as before I told 

S 2. you, 
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you, but that a ſgniſicative, not empty rite, 2 ceremony ler to import, and denote 
{omething viſibly and diſcernibly, and that ſomething, an inward ſpiruuall grace 
given unto us, i. e.-lome ſpeciall fayour and gift of God beſtowed upon us (par- 
ticularly by the death of Chriſt ) and this {ign or fignificative rite 07dained by 
Cbriſt bimſelf, of his immediate anftitution, and defigned and conlecrated by 
him to two grand ends. 1. As a means whereby we receive the ſame, 1.6. as 2 
means of conveyance, whereby he is pleaſed in a peculiar manner to mike over 
that grace or fayour tous, as alſo by the right and due uſe of which we doe per- 
form our parts, or the couaition required of us to make vs capoble of receiving it, 
andſo are actually made partakers of fo much of the grace,as at that time is ulctul 
for us (ſuch is paydon of fin, Gods reconciliation or favourable acceptance of us, 
andftrength.to doe what God requires;) and 2. As a pledge to aſſure us thereof, 
z. 6, a pawnas it were delivered us from God by the hand ot the Miniſter, to give 
us ground of confidence, and acquieſcence, that thoſe graces or favours ſo made 
over to us by God, of which hereafter we may hope to partake, ( ſuch are final 
acquittance or po_ of fin, and a pure, and happy condition in another world) 
Gall infallibly be performed to us, as when ſome promiſe is made for the future, 
and a pawn ; Ang 97 till the promiſe be performed. 

S. The next queſtion deſceuds from the generall conſideration of the nature of 4 
Sacrament {0 a particular view of the parts of it ; aud frrſt bow many ſuch parts 
there be ? 

C. The anſwer you have already learnt, and will be able to tell your ſelf, that 
as in the notion of a g#,or pifture,as it is ſuch, 4. e. as it is ameer relative thing, 
the re are two parts,the yeſemblauce,and the thing reſembled; the ſecond 2s it were 


the ſoul to the former, without which it is a phanſee, a chimera, not an image, 


or Pifture, (o inthele boly fignificative rices, there is, 1. the ſigne, or outward 
viſible part; and 2. that which is ſignified by ir, the grace or precious treaſure 
that this image is ſet to repreſent , or which is to every intelligent mans under- 
ſtanding canveyed under that wail or ſemblance. 

S. Having ſaid ſo much in generall of Sacraments , and of the parts of which 
all ſuch are compounded, I ſte the next queſtion deſcends regularly to the view- 
ing of the former affirmations, in each particular to which they belong , *and begit» 
nn g firſt with the firſt Sacrament, viz, Baptiſme; the queſtion is, what us the out- 
ward part 32 that, what the viſible ſign or form, 3. e. 1 conceive, what is the thing 
in Baptiſm, which i ſet ts fignifie ſome ſuch grace of Gods ? 

C. Water is clearly affirmed to be that figy, that as among the Fews , when 
any Proſelyte was received in among them , and entyed , or initiated into their 
Church, th 2> were wont to uſe waſbivgs, to denote their forſcking or waſhing off 
from them all their former prophanc beathex pratices ; fo by Chriſts appoint» 
ment, whoſoeyer ſhould berhus received into his family , ſhould bee received 
with this ceremony of ater, therein tobe dipt, 4. e, according tothe Primitive 
ancienc cuſtome, to be {a under water three times, or in tead of that , to bee 
ſprinkled with it, with this form of words joyned to that ation by the Miniſter 
Iz beptine thee iz the uzme of the Father, and of the Sone, and of the holy Ghoſt] 
which words being by Chriſt preſcribed to his Diſciples, muſt indiſpenfably be 
ule d, and the meaning ofthem is double. Firlt, on the Miniſters part, thatwhat 
h: doth, be doth not of himaſe}f, butin the name, or power of, or bones 
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from the blefſed Trinity. Secondly, and more eſpecially in reſpeR of the perſon 
baptized ; 1. That he acknowledges thele three, and by defiring Baptiſme,makes 
profeſſion of that acknowledgement, which is in effeR the ſum of the whole 
Creed, which that Catechiſme excellently abbreviates by ſaying , that the chief 
things lcarnt in thofe Articles, are 1, To beleeve in God the Father who bath 
made me and all the world, i.e. all the creatures as well as men. 2. 1n God ihe 
Son, who hath redeemed me and all mankinde, i. e. tafted death for every man, 
bought out of that ſad thraldome of fin and Satan, as many as were dead in A- 
dam, 3.e. every man in the world, though neither Angels, nor any other creature 
belide. 3. 1 God the holy Ghoſt, who ſanftifieth me ,* and all the eleft people of 
God, i. e. worketh grace cfteQually in the heart of all thoſe who are obedient to 
his call, or working , for thoſe are the elef} or chofep, in that place of the Go= 
ſpel, where it is faid , that wany are called , but few choſen , many invited by 
God, but few which make ufc of that mercy of his, few that are obedient to 
that call. 2. That as he acknowledges theſe three, ſo he delivers himſelf to them 
25to the three principles or authors of faith or Chriſtian Religion, and acknow- 
ledges no other as ſuch, (as to be baptized in the vame of Paul, frgnifics ta fay, 
Jam of Paxl,i. e. to pin my faith on him in oppoſition to Cephas and all other) 
zo receive tor infallible rruch whatſoever is taught by any ot theſe, and nothing 
elſe, 3. Thar he delivers himſelf vp to be ruled as an obedzent fervant by the di- 
reions of this great Maſter, a willing Difciple of this blefled Trixity , anc fo 
the Greek phraſe {into the name} doth import; and thefe three ats of the bap is 
zed together, make up his part by way of condition required of him to make him 
capable of thar grace , which the Miniftcr from God thus conyeys upon , and 
enfures unto him. | j 

S. Thenext queſtion proceeds regularly to the thing figuifeed in Baptiſme , wn- 
der the name of the inward ſpirituall grace, which I concerue to devote that favour 
end fpeciall doratrve made over from God 34: that Sacrament, and that (iyted ipi- 
riuatl as be!onging to the ſoul of man, or bu inemeortal \pirit, aud inware, as that 
which is ſeems fied by the aurward foga , m the notion wheretn we ſay there be two 
parts of a piure, au inward and au outward, the man bins{elf 5 the inward part 
of ba pitb re, or that which xs inviſible, the ourward being the vifible farm wporn 
the tabte ; fa that 1 ſuppoſe my felf to conceive the meaning of the queſtion ,but 
ſerthe anſwer 4 muft crave your affiſtance. 

C. The aniwer is, that the wag part of baptiſme Ggnified by, and confer- 
red with. that ourward ceremony, is a death unto fin, and a new birth wnto rightc- 
exfacfſe. For the full underfianging of which , I mutt thew theſe three rhuogs. 
3, What is meant by that death, and new. bizth, 2. How theſe are ſignified 
water iz Baptiſte. 3- How Paptiſmis a means of working this in us,and a pledge 
of affaring us of ir; the explaining of thele three will be neceflary ro3 dear ute 
derftanding of this matter. Fox the firlt, « death weto- fin, Hignities 2 gerring out 
of the power , and from under the guilt and puniſhment ot it. The lving unto 
fx is being a fleve of in, 3. e. ſubjet roit boch for tak, and blows, like the 1ſ- 


_reelites ro the <Lgypties ragk-matters, intheir power to fer them a drudging. in 
their ſervice, and in their power to bext and opprefle them 3; be thas liverk uno 


, ax in whom finreigns, is 2 dirc& gallydlive, ro dradge, and overand 2» 
byve the miſery of char, ro be jormented too; and. he'that is un that caſe, as 1095 
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23 hz continues ſo, can neither by any ftrength of his own ger our of that domjs 
yios of. ſinne, as it lignifies working the works of that ſin, ({inning continually) 
or as it fignifies puniſhment due to that Nlave, whole very ſervice (3, e. his ſins) 
bines him over to puniſhment 3 In plain tearms , the #atural{ man or every man 
living, confidered without the grace of Chriſt in his zaturaf{ citate, hath ncither 
ſtrength to aveid ſin, nor means to-eſcape puniſhment, Proportionably there. 
torero this, a death unto ſin, is the getting our of theſe gallies , a being re. 
ſcacd by Chriſt from this neceſlity of conrinuing and going on in fin and conſe. 
quently a being delivered from thoſe puniſhments, which are the reward of an un- 
reformed courle of ſin;boch theſe together are ordinarily called mortification,and 
as they belong onely tothe fins of commiſſion, they are a previous diſpoſition to 
that new birth unto righteouſneſſe, (as in every muration and new produCtion, 
there is a laying aſide the old form, preparatory to the receiving of a new ) bur 
as they belong ro ſins of omiſſion allo , ( the mortitying of which is the doing 
what is commanded) ſo are they all one with that new birth. 

S. mhat then z that new birth unto righteouſneſle ? 

C. The contraryto the living to finne, z. e. it is a giving me ſtrength to walk 

righteouſly, and means to obtain Gods tavour, the begetring me to that double 
righteouſneſſe, that the young tender Chriſtian bungers and thirſts after, the righs 
Leou aſe of ſanttification co ſarishie his hunger, thar bread of life ro ftrengthin 
his foul , andthe righteonſneſſe of juſtification ro let him right in the fayour of 
- God, that vitall refreſhment that the conſcience ſcorcht with the guilt of fin fo 
thirſts after. Some difficulty there is , and poſlibiliry of miſtake in chat which-1 
have now delivered, therefore you mult weigh it diligently, and obſerve that this 
death, and new birth, is neither the reſolving to forlake fin and live godly., for 
this is ſuppoled before Baptiſme, to make capable of it, (as appears by the next 
queftion and anſwer in the Catechiſme ) nor on the other fide the aQuall forſz- 
king of ſin, and living a new life, (denying angodlineſſe and worldly luſt, and lj- 
wing ſoberly, and juſtly, and godly, Tit. 2. ) for that 1s a conſequent rask of 
him that makes a right uſe of the grace of Baptiſme for his whole life after, and 
both theſe an a& ofthe man wrought, the one by the preventing , the other by 
the aſſiſting grace of God; but this grace of Baptiſme is this ſtrength of Chriſt, 
or ſupernacurall ability to forlake fin, and live godly, and propertionably a ten» 
der of Gods pardon and gracious acceptance , pardox of the Faliken fins, and 
acceptance of the imperfect (ſo ir be ſincere) godlineſſe : And that this isthe very 
intention of the Catechiſme in theſe words, and nor any gloſle of mine, may ap- 
pear by what here follows as the reaſon ofit 3 For being by nature born i fan, aud 
the children of wrath, (i.e. born with Rrong inclinations and propenſions,which 
would certainly engage us in a courſe of fin, and ſo conſequently make us wor- 
thy of wrath, (as a child or ſox of perdition is one worthy to be deſtroyed) we 
are thereby made cbildren of grace, 4. e. have in Baptiſme that ſtrength given vs 
by Chriſt that will enable us to get out of that ſervile, and dangerous ſtate. 

S. Tow have prevented and ſatisfied my / pnggen in thu particular , I ſhall 
20w wm to the ſecond thing you promiſed me , and deſire you to ſhew me how 
this death and birth,(or that ſtrength to mortifle and to raiſe up to new life together 
with Gods tender of pardon, acceptance, which you bave ſhewed me, are the 
fmportance of that death to ſin » and new birth 10 righteouſneſſe ) are ſignified '” 
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the outward part in Baptiſm, by the dipping or ſprinkling in water oc. 

C. The water here is ſer ey the pkrifying Ipirit of Chriſt, which hath 
that double power init of cleanſing from {7z, and from guilt ; and the ancient 
manner of putting the perſon baptized under water, and then taking him out 
again, was ſet ro denote the two ſeverall a&s of this grace,firſt by way ofdying, 
then of rifng again ; and the ancient cuſtome of doing this thrice ſignified (noc 
onely the faith in the Trinity into which they were baptized, but peculiarly) the 
death of Chrilt and his riſing the third day, which death and reſurre&ion toge- 
ther are that fountain that is opened for ſinand for uncleanneſſe, Zach. 13. 1. the 
originall of tirength to die to finne, and ot new birth, and of the pardon and 
acceptation proportioned to them. 

S. 1ſhall now want but little of your help for the third quzre, How Baptiſme 
is a means of working this i us, and a pledge of aſſicring us of it ; For i f Chriſt 
have inſtituted that Sacrament, as a means of conveying both theſe double graces 
on 5, (25 I bave already learnt) then is the firſt part of my quzre anſwered ; and 
if ſo, then ſure will it be apledge or pawn to enſure us of it, to give us confidence 
that if we be not wanting to our ſelves i our part of the Covenant, either by way of 
preparation before, neceſſary to give us a capacity of this mercy, or of making uſe of 
itafterward, i ſhall on Chriſts part be infallibly beflowed on us. Having (aved 
you this trouble, 1 ſhall take confidence to haſten you to the next ſtage, which is to 
proceed 10 the next queſtion, which comes m here very ſeaſonably ; Whay is re- 
quired of perſons to bee baptized, zo fit them ſor that Sacrament, and make thews 
Capable of theſe benefit's of it ? 

. C. The anſwer referres all ro two heads, Repentance, and Faith, and defines 
them excellently, [ Repentance whereby they ſorſakhe fenne,] to ſkew that it is noc 
ſufficient to denominace apenitent, that he grieve, or copfeſſe, or (lcightly reſolve 
2gainſt fin, much leſſe thar he grieve with the apprebention of puniſhment, cr 
wiſh that he were penitent, unleſſe he do really, and ſincerely, and aQually for- 

e linne. 

"wy But: how can ſuch forſaking be required before Baptiſme, when the ſtrength 
of forſakang, is beſore affirmed to be given me int Baptiſme ? 

- C. This difficulty will be ſalved, if you obſerve thatthere is a double forſa- 
ting, one of the beart, ina generall cordiall renouncing ; the other of the aQi- 
#s, in 2 particular holding out. in time of temptation ; the one is called Gods 
givizg us to will, theother to doe ; the firlt I told you was an a& of Gods pre- 
venting and excitinggrace, the ſecond of his ſan:ſyimg,and both theſe when they 
ae wrought in us by the grace of Chriſt, are aRuall torſaking of fin, (and ſo 
morethen the ſleight reſolution which I told you was not repentance) and yer 
one of them much lefſe then the other, and {o preparatory toit, the forſaking 
of the bcart here meant in this queſtion by repentance; and the forſahing in the 
ations, that to which the ſtrength is made over in Bapriſme, 

_ S. Touwillnow proceed to the ſecond requiſite, Faith, which I ſee there deſcri- 
bed to bethat whereby they ſtedfaſtly beleeve the promiſes of God made to them 
in thar Sacrament ; have you any thing to adde to that explication there given of 
that grace ? 

; cf Oncly this, that there is firſt mentioned the promiſes of God ; ſecondly, 


the peculiarity of them ; thirdly, rhe at y "I hl at it is, belegving-z fourthly, 
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the qualification of that a&, ſtedfaſt beleeving. For the farſt, I have heretofore 
ſhewn you, that when promiſes are the objet of faith, thoſe promiles are (as con- 
ſtantly the Scripture ſets them down) geverall, but conditional promiſes ; gene 
rall, wherein all are concerned withour cxception, but withall conditionall, re. 
quiring, or preſuming ſome performances on our parts, without the duc obſer. 
vance of which, we have no title to the promiſes ; as for example,in this of Bap- 
ziſme, (which brings me to the ſecond thing here propoſed) the promiſes that are 
made to us in this Sacrament, promiſes of ſ{rengthand of pardoz, require firlt a 
prediſpoſition in the ſubjeR, a reſolution of amendment, before hee thus obliges 
himſelf ro give this grace of ſanttificatirn, or juſtification ; and ſecondly, the due 
2nd diligent uſe of this grace, when it is gzven ; without the firſt this grace of Bap. 
riſme is nor given 3 without the ſecoud it is forfeited again. AsfortheaRt of faith 
ere called beleeving, it isthat which is moſt proper for it, when the objec is 
promiſes, as it is here (though when the obje& is commands of Chriſt, the aff 
ouſt be obeying 3 ) and by beleeving, we mean the relying on, and depending 
confidently on Chriſt for the performance of his parr, z.c. of the promiſe, in caſe, 
and on condition of our not failing in ours; and the word ſtedfaſt added to it, 
argues the radication of this a& of faith in an babituall acknowledgement, that 
Chrift will never fal{ife his word, or fail in giving what he promiſeth. This was 
required in the miraculous cures to make the patient capable of the benefit of 
Chriſts power, to bcleeve that he was thus able, and here *ris required to mike 
capable ofthole more ſoyeraign benefits, the ipirit and grace of Chriſt, and is in- 
deed a qualification of our prayers, to which, when they are rightly qualified, the 
Spirit and the pardon, which are the things promiſed in this Sacrament, ſhall bee 
-Hurcaly granted. 

8, All this which bath bcea ſaid concerning the qualifications required in the 
perſon to be baptized, being graces which cannot be expetted of children wh ch bave 
20 underſtanding,have raiſcd in me that ſcruple which in thenext queſtion 15 clea;ly 
propoſed, Why then are Infants baptized, when by realon of their render age, 
they cannot perform them ? z. e. cannot repent, and beleeve, To which 1 perceive 
the anſwer accommodated zs not that, which 1 have heard ſome men averre at leaſt 
as poſſible, that the habits of theſe graces may be 11 Infants, but by plain achnow- 
ledgement, that they doe not at that time themſelves perforin them, it anſwer's 
thi they doe performe them by their Surcties, &c. what 7s the meaning of 
that ? 

C. You will remember that I told you, that the repentance here was ana& of 
the heart, 2.e. 2 firm-reſolution of amendment,and what is that but a kinde of yow 
that they willdo it, (and ſo beleeve alſo) when being fitted by -age and abilities 
of underſtanding and inſtcufion, they thall be thus enabled, and ftrengthened 
by Chriſt? Now this vow, or oath the childeis ſuppoſed to make at the Font, 
though not with irs own mouth, yet by Proxeys, bh Sureties, not ſo much'pro- 
miſing that he ſhall doe ſo,as ſpeakingan his ſtead, by way of ſubſtitution, repre- 
ſenting the Infants voyce, and taking upon theman obligation for the Infant, 

(an aCt of great charity in them, to get an early intereſt for the child in. thoſe ſo 
precious mercies which cannot be had without ſigning the Indenture back again, 
undertaking the condition of the Covenant) which conſequently the Infant is 
engagcd in, and when he comes to.underſtand, muft reſolye himſelf,by vow and 
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ſolemne oath to be bound to it, or elſe ſolemnly muſt diſclaim all part in the be. 
nefits of ir. In plainterms, every childe that was eyer baprized, (and ſo youto 
whom I now ſpeak) have the option given you, whether you wil acknowledge 
that to be your ſenle which your Sureties undertook fcr you at the Font, (which 
if youdo, thendo you take that obligation in your own name, and are perjured 


for ever after, whenloever you fail in performing any part of ir, whenſoever you . 


embrace any worldly luſt, Ty of thu wicked world,&c.) or whether you 
will diſclaim it, (as they that have been married, being children; have a choyce 
after, whether it ſhall ſtand a ratified marriage or no) which if you do, and will 


not be bound to the duty,you mult know you renounce withall all right or claim * 


in the promiſes of,Chriſt, diſclaim that ſtrength that Chriſt was ready to have gi- 
yen you , and {ſo continue an impotent wretch,not able toreſfiſt any the weakeſt 
remptarion, ready to be carried headlong into all villany, to the very defiming 
and waſting the reaſonable ſoul within thee, to fall from one wickedneſſe to ano- 
ther, and not come unto any degree of righteouſneſſe, of Chriſtian yertue, or mo- 
rall civility, and withall ready ro drop into hell, in minutely danger to be hurried 
thither to receive the wages of thy unrighteouſneſſe. If the conjunRion of theſe 
two can be allowed to make up a formidable ſtate, if you can cither value vertye 
and ſtrength, or pardon and acceptance from heaven, you will ſurely be ſo well ad- 
viſed, as to acknowledge thoſe furcties your friends which engaged you in ſuch a 

ainfall Indenture, and being now cometo a ſenſe of it, count your ſelfe under 
yow, and labour not to be ſacrilegious afloonas youare come into the Church, 
to perjure your ſelf, and rob God of a veſlell bought by his bloud for his Tem- 
ple,to ſerve him there ia holineſſe and righteouſneſſe before bim all the dayes of 
thy life. 
% þ have enlarged your trouble too far on this firſt Sacrament, 1 ſhall demox- 
ſtrate my willingneſſe to leſſen it by haſtening you to the ſecond, in theſe words 
[Why was the Sacrament of the Lords Supper inſtituted ?] phat courſe will you 
think fit to take to expound that to me at the beſt advantage ? | 

C. Ifyou will take my judgement, this mult be the method ; (which will coſt 

youſome attendance) firſt, to ſurvay the ſtory of Chriſts inſtitution of this $4- 
crament in the Goſpel ; ſecondly, to obferye what is (aid of it by way of ſtory of 
the Apoſtles praftice, Ads 2.46. 8 20.7. thirdly,what S.Pauladdes to thar in his 
deſcribing or direQing the uſe of it, x Coy.1 1.20. andby the way in a ſhorr paſ- 
ſage, c.12.13. Then fourthly, toſuperadde the ſame Apoſtles deſcant on theſe 
plain ſongs in onenotable place, x Cor,10.16, ec. and then fifcly, to ſee what 
will certainly ariſe from theſe foure ropether; ſixtly, to apply them by way of il- 
luftration and confirmation to what is {aid of this matter in the Catechifme. 
| i Bee you pleaſed then ro obſerve your owne geſſes, and begin with your 

rſt ſtage. + 

C, Twill. Andit will nor coſt you much patience, for although in three of the 
Goſpels, the ſtory of Chriſts inſtitution be repeated, yer is there no conſiderable 
variation in that yariety. Some things onely are obſeryable as circumſtances in 
Mr Fog down. the ſtory, ſomething as eſſential{ and ſundamentall ro the 
tution, 

wa Bee pleaſed to diſpatch firſt thoſe that are circumitanciall and eſſe prin- 
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_ C. Thefirſtof them is, that Zeſus gave that Sacrament to all the Diſciples, 
even to Fudas himſelf, as will appear by all three Goſpels : Mat.26. 20. be ſate 
«down with the twelve ; and v.25. Fudas ſpeaks to him, and v.26. Feſus gaveit 
to the Diſciples, the ſame ſure that had all the while been ſpoken of, thcre being 
no mention of his going out, as yet : And v.27. hee bids.drink ye all of this,nor 
Fudas excluded, So Mark 14.20. the betrayer dipt with bim in the diſh; nd 
V2.2. &s they dideate, Jeſs bleſt and gave to them; 3nd v.23.they all drank of it, 
But moſt punually Luke 22, after be bad given the bread and wine, v.19. & 20, 
it follows v.21. the handof him tbat betrayeth me, #s with me on the Table, And 
that which S. Zohn ſauth co this matter is nothing contrary to this, it being onely 
. relation of his going out when Chriſt had told Zohn, which 'rwas ſhould berray 

im, c.13-39. 

S. From this circumſtance what inference doe you make ? 
 C. That thoſetharare Chriſtian Profeſſors may be lawfully admitted to the 
Sacrament, though their hearts be full of villany. This you muſt take warily, 1 
only ſay (from the example of Chriſt who knew his heart when he acmitted him) 
that ir is. lawfult to admit ſach-to the Sacrament. *Tis true, the Chriſtian thar 
ſo comes, eats ruine to himſclf, and ought roreform any ſuch fin, fincerely ro 
renounce it before he thus come nigh to God in his Sacrament, nd it hee doe 
nor, *cis ſo far from doing him good, that it proves his miſchicf. Again, tis true 
that the Gowernours ofthe Church, when they ſee any man goe on wiltul'y,ſcan- 
dalouſly, and impenitently in any fin, ought to inflidt the cenſures of the Church 
upon him, withdraw the Sacrament, and uſe other the like mezns to bring him to 
a [ſenſe and ſhame of himſelf, by way of diſciplize, when they lee it likely to doe 
good; andin theſe two reſpetts it is, that fuchan one may bee juſtly exc]uded 
from the Sacramentby way of charity to his ſou). But then after all this,if he 
be nor under the cenſure of the Church (which takes off the necefſ1y arifing from 
the ſecond caſe) and if he will till venture ſounworthily to that Table, Cubich 
lays the guilt arifing fromthe firſt caſe peculiarly upon himſelt)it will net be any 
new aQt of (in, (difteremt from cither of _— no poſlution to the Miniſter or 
Communicant, to communicate with him in that Sacrament. So that the onely 
errour that I would from hence admoniſhto avoid, is this, that thee communica- 
tixg with wicked, or carnal] men, is a fin inthe Communicanes, a being polluted 
by their company. *Tis poſſible indeed evil company may draw into an imit:- 
ting of fin, and bo ollate. But if it do not ſo, the very keeping company with 
them, even in theſe ſacred meetings, is farre from bcing a ſinne, *tis onely anac- 
knowledgement that they are of that number whom Chriſt redeemed, (and ſo 
faith S. Peter are they that are dawmcd,2 Pet.2.1,)a joyning with them in profeſli- 

on of Chriſtianity, (which ſure I may do withthoſe who are onely profefſors): a 
confederating in a yow of living Chriſtian lives (and that I may fincercly and 
lawfully do with them who are not (incere;) and all theſe are charitable,and Chri- 
Fan ats, and withall cokens of bumility, that we are not of that Pharifees hu- 
.mour ſo to condemne and triumph oyer the Publican : and for this praQice 1 
conceive we have the Apofiles example among the Corinthiens, of whom though 
there were ſornicators,inceſtuous, 1 Cor.5.1. they that went *t law among inf- 
_velx,c.6.1. carnall perſony,c.z.z- lomethart bebayed them(elygy very unctriſtian- 
--fdy at the Lords Table,c,11.23, and 1.30, yet of alltheſe-the cenſure ofexcommu- 
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zzcation is ſent ont onely againſt the inceſtuous ; from whence all that I conclude 
is,that the communicating with ſuch is not unlawfull in a Chr3ſtian Church .Only 
he that comes thither, is himſelf concerned toſeethat he do ic worthily, (which 
cannot bee withour leaving all his wilfull fins bchinde him) and the Governour 
is concerned to exclude him by way of cenſure, when hee thinks that anuſefull 
diſcipline, but is not by that obliged ncver ro admit him, 1. Bzcauſe the order 
Chriſt ſets in the 18. of Xſaz, is nor to deal ſo rigorouſly with him,till after chree 
degrees of admonition(which cannot be done juſt as 2 man.comes tothe Table.) 
2, Becauſe wee muſt nor judge others bur judicialiy upon legall proceſſe, and 
evidence, (which cannot then probably be had neither.) 3. Becauſe whoſoever 
ſees any man come to that Table, whom he knows guilty of ſuch fins, may very 
rexſonably, and by the judgement of charity think he hathrepented of thoſe fins, 
and comes then withnew yows of renovation 3 (thotghthe truth is, if this Lift 
caſe be wanting, yer will not that make it unlawfulf ro admit him, Chriſt know- 
ing full well that when Zudas received the Sacrament, he was in the full reſolu- 
tion of betraying his Maſter :) eſpecially when (as in our Church) every man is 
by the exhortation before the Sacrament, adviſed of the. danger 0 comming un- 


| Wi thily, and ſo, if hee be ſuch, exhorred not to come to this holy Table. Chriſt 
c 


nmuned with Publicans and finners, and this was charity, and humility in 
him, and a means by converfing wi.h them to reform them,and ſo may our com- 
municating with them be alſo, 

S. n'batother leſſe materiall obſervation have you ſrom hence ? 

C. This, that it was uſed by Chriſt in imitation of the Jews * cuſtome, and 
folemnity after Supper, of diſtributing bread, and drinking wine about the Ta- 
ble, an argument of chariry and brotherlinefle among them, and ſo by inſticuting 
it after Supper, Lyke 22.20. Chriſt was pleaſed to fignifieto us thatir ſhould bee 
a conteſ{cration of charity among all Chriſtians : yet doth not this circumſtance 
oblige us to doe it atthe ſametime after a meal, any more then the faſhion of 
lying along binds us to theſame poſture, The ancient Chriſtians generally ear it 

aſting, and kneeled when they receivedir, 

S. Is there any third obſervation of this kinde ? 

- C. Theres chis, That Chriſt inſticuted this after a peculiar ſupper, to wit, 
the Paſſeover, which being a facrificall feaſt, (of which notion there were 
many among the Zews and Gentiles, it being common to both thoſe, toannex 
wtheir ſacrifices to God, an cating with mirth and feſtiviry upon ſome parts 
of rhe ſacrifice) and peculiarly commemorative of Gods mercy of deliverance 
tothe 1G aelites out of Egypt, and ſo very fitto fignitie the crucifixion of Chriſt, 
that Lamb flain bythe Zews, and fed on by us with bitter herbs, a mixture of 
ſowrenefle in this world, (whereupon Chrift is call'd our Paſſeover, or Paſchal 
Lamb fliin for us) this Sacrament which was after this Paſſeover, is to be con- 
ceived a confederation of all Chriſtians one with another to live piouſly and 
charitably, both by commemorating the death of Chriſt, (who was { ogood to 
vs, and muſt expeR fome return from us, and indeed died for us on purpoſe 
that be might redeens us from all iniquity, and purifie uno bimſelfe a peculiar 
people, T—_ of good works) and by making his blaod-( as it wasthe ta- 
in the Eaſtern Narions)a ceremony of this Covenant mutual berwixt Chrit 


ion in 
nd us. 
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S. 1s thereyet any fourth obſervation under thu head ? 

C. Yes,thar Chrilts pleaſure was thar all that were preſent ſhould partake of 

both elements in the Sacrament, the wine as well as bread, as may appear by the 
plain words, Drinkye all of this, Mat. 26.27. and Mar.14-2 3- they all drank of it. 
And if it ſhould be obje&ed that the [4{{] there were Diſciples, and ſo that no 
others have that full priviledge to drink of the cp, the anſwer is clear, x, That 
by this argument the bread would as well bee taken away from all bur Diſciples 
roo, and tothe laity would have no right to any part of this Sacrament. 2, That 
the praRice, and writings of the ancient Church, which is the beſt way to expli. 
cate any ſuch difficulty in Stripture, is a clear teſtimony and proof, that the cyp 
belongs to all the people, in the name of Diſciples at that time. | 

S. But why may it not be ſaid that lay-men may baptixe alſo, and doe thoſe othey 
figs, for which Chriſt gave power to his Diſciples, as well as this bread, aud 
wine divided among the Diſciples, ſhould belong to them ? 

C. The anſwer is given already, that the Apoſtolicall praQtice, and the ynive;- 
fall conſent of the ancient Primitive Church have defined the one, and defined 
againſt the other, and that ought to ſarisfie any ſober mans ſcruples, irbeing no 
way probable that Chriſts inſtitution would be preſently fruſtrated, and corrups 
ted by his own Apoſtles,nor their praQtice ſo falfified by the univerſall agreement 
of all that lived next after them, eſpecially there being no univerſall Councell 
whercin 'rwere poſlible for them all uniformly to agree on ſuch an oppoe 
lation. 

S. Is there yet any more behinde ? 
C. Yes, the manner of Chriſts inſtituting this Supper, by way of bleſſing , or 


| praiſing God, or giving thanks over it, from whence tis called the Euchariſt. 


S. ybat doth this import to us 3 

C. The offering uptomewhatunto God in imitation of the firſt fruits under 
the Law. To which purpoſe you may pleaſe to obſerve the manner of the $214. 
ment in the firſt Apoſtolicall and ancient Church, The Chriſtians, afF*that were 
preſent, brought tome of the good fruits of the earth along with them,and offe« 
red them at Gods Altar or Table, and the Presbyter receiving them as an Abe!s 
oftering,blefſed God for all his mercies, the fruits of the ſeaſon,bur aboye all for 
the death of Chriſt fignified by,and commemorated in the breaking of the bread, 
and pouring out the wine, and all the people ſaying, Amen, the Officer or atten» 
danr onthe Fresbyrer, call*d the Deacon, delivered portions of thele, to wit, 
bread and wine to all that were preſent; Then was there a common Table ſpread 
for all rich and poor promiſcuouſly, who eat together one common feaſt, and 


what was left, was reſerved by the Presbyrer for thoſe, that ſhould be in want , 


ſtrangers, orphans, widows, 8c. and ſothis was a feaft of charity in S. Zudes E- 


- piſtle,v.x2. Proportionably to this it is, that every onethat comes to the Sacra- 


ment, ſhould bring ſomething with him, yot _ empty before the Lord, or ſerue 
bim of that which coft bim nothing, but always bring ſomewhat to the Treaſury 
ofthe Church, for the uſe of the Presbyters, in -caſe they were not otherwile 
ſufficiently provided for, (and then they are call'd oblations, and the place where 
they are put the Sacrarium) butin caſe they were,then for the uſe and ſuſtenance 
of all thatare in want. Andthat this t not to be negleRed by any man of 
ſubſtance,eſpecially by any congregation, was the mainthing I meant to deduce 
from this cixcumſtance. ET mi 
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- S, I ſhall ſuppoſe now you havepaſt thorow all the firſt ſort of obſervations, 
thiſe that are morecircumſtantiall. what now is that which i the mare ſubſtantiall 
difficully to be explained in thoſe Goſpels ? 

C. lt is to retolve what isthe meaning of Chriſts words of inſticution. This 

is my body, &c, 

S. And what that ? | 

| , C. Not that the bread was bzs body, and the wine bis bloud, in ſtrict ſpeaking, 
for he was then in his body when he to ſpake, and when the Diſciples diltribured 
it among themlelves, he was not bodily in every of their mouthes. And now 
his body is in heaven, and there to be contained till the day cf reſtitution of all 
things, and is not —_— brought down in every Sacrament, cither to be joy- 
ned Tocally with the elements, or tor the elements to be changed into it ; many 

_ contraditions and Barbarilmes would be conſequent to ſuch an interpretation, 
Every loaf of conſecrated bread wouldbe the body of Chriſt, and ſo the ſame 
thing be cwo cubits long, and nor two cubits long ; and many the like contradi- 
Rory propoſitions would be all tru, which 'cis generally jaws ops to be impoſſt= 
bleeventor God, becauſe ir would make him a lier,and bee an argumeat nor of 
ower, but imperteCion. So again every communicant muſt carna.ly eat mans - 
bel,1nd bloud, which is ſo ſavage a thing, that S. Auguſt. laith,that whenſoevcr 
words of Scripture ſcem to ſound that way,they muſt otherwiſe be interpreted. 
S. what ſenſe then muſt be put upon them ? 

Cc. The tizhcſt, chatwill notbe ſubje& ro theſe intolerable inconveniences, 
may poflibly be the ſenſe of them;and that which moſt belongs to other places of 
Scripture ſpeaking of the ſame matter, muſt in any reaſon be reſolved ro bee rhe 

ſenle of them. Of this ſort of places you may brit take the paſſages in the Go- 

=_ themſelves, Luke 22. 20. where Chriſt ſaith of the cxp (notthe wine, bur 
the cup, which refers tothe aRion, the pouring outand drinking) that it is a ew 


Teſtament, or new Covenant iz h#s bloud which was ſbed for us. Whichir ſeems 

, is all one in ſenſe with that other, Mar.14.24. This zs my bloud of the New Teſta- 
ment which is ſhed for many ; and in Mat. This is my bloud that of the New Teſta- 
ment or Covenant, &c. which being put togethet as parallels ro interpret one 
the other, will conclude that Chriſts bloud was truly ſhed for our bencfit,” parti= 
cularly to ſeal a new covenant betwixt God and us and that this Sacrament was 

' the exhibiting that covenant tous: as when God laithto Abraham,Gen. 17. 10, 
This 2s the Covenant that 1 will make with you,every male among you ſball be cir- 
6 umciſed;this Circumciſion'is in ce called the covenant, (as Mere the cup is the 
6ovenant) 3.e. not onely the ſig of the covenant, buta ſeal ofit, and an exhibi- 
tion of it a reall receiving me into covenant, and making me partaker of the be-= 
nefits ofit. And this you ſhall more fully fee, if you proceed to the places in 
$ Par, eſpecially har r Coy, 10.16. Bur firft we muſt deſcend to the next part 
of our method propoſed, that is, to obſerve what is ſaid of it by way of Rory of 
the Apoſtles practice, A.2.46. & 20.7. 
' S. what # that ? : 

C. Intheſecond of the As this is all that is ſaid of it, that continuing dazl 
with one accord (in unanimous prayer) #1 thetemple, and breaking bread wm ſome 
* houſe, or 700m, (as the upperroom, AtF.1.13. aligned and teparated from all + yp gu 
AUher-ro that particular uſe, 20 be the place of Chciitiap afſembly, it being = 
t 
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acnſiw. the Jews permitted them to pray in the * Temple, but not to break bread, ord. 
© pans, _ miniſter the Saczament) they did eat their meat with gladneſſe, and ſingleneſſe, 
pre” apr or bliberality of heart: Praiſing God, and® baving (or exerciting) charity toward 
we ſpake, on all the people. 


Meat 6.22. : 
C oo T65 yel24 or ihe Fhztr, Where zagys ſignifies charity, more then once, 2 Cor.3. and in a place fully pa. 


rallel to this, As 4-33- c4g46 T3 4445 lf or meine; Tre, great grace was upon them all,(which by the 
antecedents, v.32. (having all things common] and conſequents,v.34-35. [no man wanted,&c.] appears to 
belong to that matter; and therefo:e the Syriachrendersit yy p, 1% pap vo” ) 4c: bonitas, benignitas, beneſe- 
: o ritizs rather following the Greek,render it pratia magna, And? ery toule or exercil; 
wry oe rogoeve 08 Chal! be oiven) andlet rl _— 12.8 8, Aadtherefre as Syriach renders i 
NEAR ing deabant m elkcemo/5na, vel in miſericordia coram waiverſo populs, not as Gu, Fabra renders 
it Cquum miiſſent gratiam)] for 4x1 is dedit clearly, and NOM aniſericordia gratia,eleemoſ5na,that which 
is ordinarily rendred avkagyz, bowels of me: cy« 
'S. what,do you obſerve from this place ? 
- C. x * The tfquency of the Apoltles receiving the Sacrament, (at thattime 
immediately after Chrilts aſcenſion, and the deſcent of the Spirit, tor ought a 
man can guefle by the Text)every day at their meeting together, Which although 
it be acknowledged ( as will appear by what you hall ſee anon) not to be ſtrict. 
ly obligatory to us forthe like trequency,yer will much reproach and upbraid our 
infrequency and negligence in tkis duty now adays, e{p=cially our forlaking ſuch 
aſl:mblies, going out of the Church oft times when that Beaſt is prepared, and 
ready for us, if we did not cont<mpruouſly depart from it. 
S. what more do you learn from hence ? 
C. Two ſpeciall acceſſories uſcd by them, and (2s we have reaſon to reſoly:) 
required of usto make up this ſolemnity. 
S. whatbethey ? 
C. 2. Godly or Chriſtian joy and chearfulneſle in bleſſing and praiſing God 
for all his benefits, bur eſpecially that gracious gift of his Son Chriſt. This is ſer 
down in two phraſes. 1 Receiving food with gladneſſe of heart,v.46.and the words 
oe yt Koh= fignifie firſt a cordiall joy and chearfulnefle, rhen an exceſiive degree 4nd exprel- 
_ fion ofit. 2. Praiſing God, v.34F. or ſinging praiſes to him with lofty and even 
poeticall expreſſions. pe 
S. what x the ſecond thing ? 
C. The Communicants liberality and charity to thoſe brethren that are in want; 
5 devlmm 123- thisis expreſied alſo by two phraſes in the Greck, neither of them firly rendred 


«Mr8rres Is:y. 


146+ ' ijnour _— E. With liberality or franknefſe of beart, a cheerfull, bounte- 
mes 2x2 os ous, cordiall giving. 2. Having charity to all the people, by the word which 1 
*Mcv 7 Acer, render [charity] intimating that offertory here and in other places, eſpecially 


2 Cor. 8. which was then, and ever fince uſed conſtantly in the Church of 

Chriſt at the receiving of that Sacrament,and by the gry all the people] ſigni- 

fying,-1. The liberality of thoſe offerings, ſuchas would ſuffice to that end. 

2. Theimpartiality of diſtribution, as in a common tible all partaking of what 

was thus offered, the poore as well as the rich, as you ſhall ſee anon more at 
large. | .\ 
« WH you proceed now to that other place, Ads 20.7? 

C, Iwill, and that will adde bur little ro what this laſt place hath yeelded. The 


words are thele, Aud on che firſt day of the week, when the Diſciples came rogethu! 
i0 
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to break bread, &c. and there were many lights in the npper chamber where they 
were gathered together, 

S. what doe you gather from bence ? 

E, Onely this, 1. Thar the celebration of this Sxcrament is called in the 
Scripture phrale, breaking of bread, as bf re it was, AF.z. 2. That the Lords 
day or firſt day of. be week was the time ſocarly ſer apart to this and ſuch holy 
duties, and that that is the reaſon thar Saint Pay, 1 Cor.16. 2. gives the exhorta- 
tion, that on the firſt day of the week every man ſhould lay aſide his proportioned 
liherality for the ule of the poor. 3; That the upper room again was the place 
of thoſe Chriſtian afſemblics, 4. Thar it is uncertain whether A. 2. they rc- 
ceived daily or no, it being poſlible that the word [daily] there may belong on- 
ly ro their going to the z7expple 3 or however, that here thar frequency doth noc 
appear to be continued , but was every Lords day once a weeke , and thar ſtill 
will be a reproach to our ſlackneffe. It is now time to advance from theſe more 
caſuall mentiors of this matter to thoſe other more ſolemn texts , and in the 
next place according to our method, obſerye what S, Paul addes to the Gol; pel- 
inſtiturion in his deſcribing or dircRing the ule of ir, x Cor.11,20.8c. 

S. Pleaſe you to doe ſo. 

C. 1 ſhall, and tothar end briefly give you a paraphraſe of the whole pl:ce, 
P. 20. when you after this inordinate manner (mentioned, v.18, 19.) meet toge- 
ther, this 25 not to doe as becomes Chriſtians when they eat the Lords Supper, ef 
as the Syriach reads, when they eat and drink on the Lords day) V.21. But as if 
you were at your own meals, every man of you eat that which he brought with him, 
ſo that one eates and drinks more then is fit ſor him, (viz. the rich that broughe 
mcr2 with him) azd azother (poor man that could bring but a little) z well-mgb 
famiſhel, V.22. If thzs be it you will doe, you ſbould keep at home , and eate by 
your ſelves; and to come tothe pag » and doethis, is the deſpiſeng and 
ſcorning the Church of God, (where all that is brought is to furniſh a common 
table) and withall a ſhaming thoſe poor men that (could bring but little, and) are 
out of countenance to have done ſo, when you (rich milers that are by them)) have 
ſuch plenty. what, doe you expett to be born with, and not reprebended for this ? 
you are miſtaken , this is a fue in you, (to which purpoſe I will tell you the 
manner of Chriſts inſtitution of the Sacrament , to which thoſe Chriſtian Feaſts 
were annext) V. 23. The Lord delivered down this courſe to me, which 1 deliver 
toyou,viz. That the Lord Feſus in the night that he was to be delivered up to the 
Jews, 100k bread, and giv.ng thanks over it, brake it, and ſaid, Take,and cat,This 
4 this bread, for it that thould be the antecedent,the Greck word is of a gen- 


er, that in trinefle will not bear ir both here and in the Goſpels , but either , 


indefinitely This, or withreſpe& to the immediate antecedent, ths taking and 
eatiag,) is my bedy which ſhall be delivered (or as the Syriach is, broken) for you, 
flee this (or as the Syriach, doe thus) in commemoration of me. (Where 1 conceive 
the literall notation of the words will beare this obſervation , that as the word 
[This] in the latter words ſignifies not the bread, butthe whole aftion or admini- 
ſtration, [doe this] i.e. doe you all that T have done*, and ſo commemorate mez 
lotheſame word [ This] in the former ſpeech [this 3s my body] may fignifie the 
whole ation too, wiz. the breaking, and diftributing , taking , and eating this 
bread, is the body of Chriſt, in what ſenſe you ſhall 7 _ V, 25. So _ 
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he took the cp, having fupt before, (and ſo did it for ſome peculiar intent, not 
ro ſatihe t]:i {t) and gave it them to —__ » ſaying, This cup is « new covenant 
made with you, and ſealed in my blood, and as oft as you thus drink together, doe 
3t on dejigu 10 commemorate me. V.26. For as oft as you ſhall eat this bread,and 
drink this cup, (faith Saint Pal by way of concluſion trom the premiſes, for the 
Syriack ſerting it ſufters it not to be part of Chriſts fpeech) you doe one to enother 
ennumcaate or proclaim the death of our Lord;till be come again 10 jadge 115. V.27, 
And therefore wheſoever doth cat of this bread , wr drink of this cup unworthily, 
(cither nor performing the condition required in the covenant , of which that 
is the ſeal,or breaking . + inſtitution ofirin any principal part,particularly in that 
of the charity and libcrality here mentioned in thefe Corinthians) 1s fo ſar from 
being benefited by that Sacrament, or that death of Chriſt , that bes rather 10 le 
lookt on as a man that by bus uaworthy aftien had wounded the Lord, contributcd 
farther 10 the crucifying of bim. V.28. And thereſbre let a man examine, aud ſhiiſt 
himſelf, and ſee that be come worthily to that Sacrament , both by laying off all 
bis ſormer batzous fins, and bebaving bimſelf in that aftion Chriſtianly ,. quite c- 
ther wiſe then thole Cormthians it fecms had done, V, 29. For be that cath 
and drinketh unworthily (being unworthy by his impenitent fins to approach to 
ſo lacred 2n ation, or behaving himſelf fo unchriſtianly there) by thus eating and 
drinking eagageth himſelf ts damnation, not confidering the death of Chriſt which 
this was 10 commemorate, axd the end thereof, that be ſhould die unto fin, and give 
bimſulf up to mew life. V. 30, The not paforming of which s of puniſh ev 
zn thas life, by ſichneſſe, diſeaſes, and even exciſion or death it ſelf. V. 31. which 
are puniſhments of God to bring them to a ſenſe and reformatien that notbing elſe 
will work on. V.32.And ſure, ſuch kind of pumfbmeuts are #n God nfs of chaſtiſte 
ment, and ſo of mercy,to mend,bhat he may udt condemns, to give ns our puniſkment 
here, that ir may nor be behind an arrear to be paid hereafter. V. 33, Therefore 
for the fault which you were ftift told of, that of eating before others , cven before 
they come, engroſſing to your ſelves, and deſpifeng others, 1 beſtech you let that bee 
mended in theſe publike aſſemblies. V.34. And for private meales , or eatug by 
your ſelves, tet it be at home, for ta take them in the Church is a damning fin; aud 
for other dirediions, 1 will grue you them when T come among y0u. 
. S. what doe you chiefly obſerve to me from this plate for my farther inſti 
108. ? 

C. The punQuall confirmation of almoſt every particular before collefed 
from the Golbely which alchough it be.no new thing becaufe it was rhere deli- 
yered, yet ineffe& reaches us ſomewhat, wiz. ahis, that thoſe other dofrines that 
according to ſeverall mens phanſtes are delivered concerning this Sacrament,h- 
ving noground in either of theſe texts, have notamboriry from Chrift, nor ye 
from Saint Pal, (unlc{le the other place which is behinde will afford them) 
which what they are, I ſhall nofarther el you, then thus nepatively , it being 
my purpoſe only to teach you the poſczive ermh to dire your life, not the con- 
trary errors thatmaydatisfie your curiofiry,or provoke you. There is.alſo here 1 
great weight laid on a worthy receiving of that Sacrament , and to that end (pe- 
call care muſt be taken that we examine-our ſetyes , come not to that {pirirua} 
preſence or vikon as it were of God, tothe renewing of his covenant with us, 

with any impurity about us, and as 2 pawaandiplodye of our leaving all other 
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fins, we muſt ſignifie and expreſſe our charity and {berality, and nor be guilty of 
any of thoſe earthly ſins, of pride and covetouſeſſe, but condeſcend to a com- 
mon partaking of ſome part of Gods mercies with our brethren. 
S. You told me there was another paſſage by the way, cap, 12. 13. looking this 

way, what is it ? | 

C. This only,that we havebeen all made to drink intoone Spirit; which by ſome 
of the Greek Ancicnts hath been thought to refer ro the cup in this Sacrament, 
(though the truth is, it may lignifie no more then being watered, or irrigation, a 
conſequent diſtin& frogp the planting in baptiſme that went before, in that ſenſe 
as it is ſaid that Pax plants, and Apolios waters, 1 Cor. 3.6, where the ſ:me 
wordis uſed;) And thentheplain meaning of it ſeems by the context to bee no 
more then this, that as byapriſme we are all entred, &c. incorporate into thar 
one body of which Chriſt is the head, ſo by the other Sacrament , whatever our 
particular condition in the Church be , we are received into a participation of 
thar one Spirit , which furniſhes every order and ſort of men with gifts con- 
venient for their miniſtration, and ſo this Sacrament is an obligation to charity 
and bumility to one another, neither oppoſing, nor contemming one another , as 
follows in that Chapter. 

S. twill you now proceed to the fourth part of your propoſed method , and- ſte 
what is to be found to this purpoſe in that ſpeciall place 1 Cor,10.16 ? 

C. I ſhall, and for a right underſtanding of it, and colle&ing that which the 
context was meant to afford us, you muſt mark that the praQice of the 1ſ7aelites 
firſt in their ſacrifices, and then the heathens in theirs, are there brought to con- 
vincethe truth of what is there ſaid of this Chriſtian Sacrament, and therefore it 
will be uſefull ro obſerve firſt what it is that is there ſaid of the 1/7aclites, then of 
the Gentiles, and then to apply or bring it home to this buſinele, 

S. what then is it that is ſaid of the Iſraelites ? 

' C. Iris this obſervation concerning their ſacr;ficall feaſts,v.18. that they that 
eat any part of them (as when the Prieſt offered up a ſacrifice, parts of the beaſts 
were eaten together by the people) are conceived to have donetheir part in the 
ſervice performed by the Prieſt, or Sacrificer, and to have right to his part of the 
benefit of the ſacrifice z his eating is called eatingbefore the Lozd, and is by God 
counted as an acceptable ſervice; and whateyer flows from God in this caſe by 
way of benefit, or advantage, comes to him as really, as to the Prieft, it being 
the Prieſts partto ſacrifice, the peoples to eatz and ſo inthoſe two things there 
is a mutuall reciprocall ation berwixt God and them, they ſerve God, and God 
bleſſes them, and that is called communicating or being partakers of the Altar. 

. Whats it that is ſaid of the heathens ? 

C. 1, That they ſacrifice to their falſe gods, when onely the true one ought 
to haye that worſhip from them, v.20. & 22, and as by the 22 ir apes, that 
this is a breach of the ſecond Commandment, for to that referre thoſe two [pee- 
ches [doe we provoke God to jealouſte, in reference to his being a jealous God, ] 
and [ are we ſtronger then he] in reterence to his ticle 9d God, which ,, ag 
ſtrong. 2, That they have this mutuall conjunRion with thoſe falſe gods, are 
ſuppoſed to receiye influxes from them , and ro diſclaime expeCting any thing 
from the tyye one,v.20. & 21, wherealſothe phraſe [the cup of the Lord] is to 
be taken notice of, and parallel to that, [the _— of ba Lord] tonote the afft- 
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07: again, and not the elements, 25 before I ſhewed you, the [This] ſignified, 

S. what then is the reſult of both theſe inſtances together ? 

C. That they that ear of the ſacrificall feaſt,either ot the truc,or falſe gods,haye 

a mutual conjunttion with them, a kinde of confederation, perform ſervices to, 
aud receive influences, benefits and adyantages trom them doe fo really from the 
true God, and are ſuppoſed to doe ſo from the falſe, (which is the reaſon w!; 
Danict retuſed to eat ot the portion of the _ meat, Dan.1.8, becauſe a part 
of it being caſt upon the altar to the heathen gods , the reſt was conſecrated to 
them, and ſo was meat offered to an idol, which a Jew was not to taſt of, ) 

S. How then will you bring this home to our buſmeſſe i hand , to the Sacra. 
ment ? | 
C. You ſhill ſee, v, 16. for there the Sacyament is ſet down, and the nature, 
and uſe ofir. Thus, The cup of bleſſing which we bleſſe, (or as the Syriack, ihe 
cup ef praiſe, i. e, the chalice of wine which is in the name of the people ottcred 
up by the Presbyter to God with lauds and thank /givings, 1. e. the whole Ev. 
charitticall a&icn, (and that expreſt to be the 2&tion of the People as well 2s 
the Presbyrcr, by their drinking of it)is the communication of the bloud of Chriſt a 


\ ſervice of theirs to Chriſt, a ſacrifice of thankeſgiving commemorative of that 
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great mercy, and bounty of Chriſt in pouring out his bloud for them,and a mc. 
king them (or a mcans by Chriſt ordained to make them) partakers of the bloud 
of Chriſt, no: of the guilc of ſvedding it, but ( if they come worthily thither ) of 
the benefits that re purchaled by ir, viz. the waſhing away of ſin bis bloud; So 
in like mannerthe * breaking, and eating of the bread, is 2 communication of ile 
body of Chriſt, a ſacrifice commemorative of Chriſts oftcring up his body for uz, 
and a making us partakers, or communicating to us the benefirs of that bread of 
life, Krengthening us, giving us grace; and both theſe parts of each part of this 
Sacrament pur together are (parallel to what was ſaid of the Iſraclites and Gey- 
tiles) a mutual confederation berwixt us, and the crucified Saviour, on our parts 
an acknowledging him for our God, and worſhipping of him, and on his part the 
making over to us all the ben:fits of his body and bleud, (i. c. bis death ) death, 
grace and pardon, to ſanttifie, 2nd to juſti fie vs. 

S. You told me even now that you would ſhew me bow the pbraſe [this is 
my body] iz the Goſpel, (zuterpreted by this taking and eating is my body) was 
ts be underſtood, perhaps it may now be time for you to pay me that dcbt ? 

C. It is a fit leaſon ro doe lo 3 for this very phrzſe of Saint Pauls [the bread 
which we break 1s the communion of the body of Chrift] is the key to open that 
cifficulty, and indeed perfedtly all one , of the very ſame importance with that. 
This breaking, taking, eating of the bread, this whole aion is the reall communi- 
cation of the body of Chriſt to me, the very giving Chriſts body to me, that as ve- 
rily as 1 cat the bread in my mouth, fo yerily God in heaven beftowes on mee, 
communicates to me the body of the crucified Saviour. And fo all that I told you 
of tke tull ſenſe of that phraſe [communication of Chyiſts body } is again to bee 
repeated here ro make up the ſenſe of theſe words [this is my body] which be- 
Inglo lately told you, I need not now to repeat to you. 

{ ſpare you that pains , and reft ſatisfied with what you bave already 
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ariſe ſrom theſe five views; pleaſe you to proceed ts that ? F 
pd I have in effeR cone z We z I condition you will fetch that part, 
which I told you was more circumitantiall , and extrinſecall , from that place 
where I laid down all on thaz head together, in the places ef the Goſpels, I 
will now give you 2 e@npendium, or briefe of the main ſubſtantiall part of this 
Sacrament. And that conſiſts onely of two branches, one on our parts perform=- 
ed to God, the other on Godspart performed to us, That on our part is com- 
memorating the gcodneſſe of God in all, but eſpecially that his great bounty of 
iving his Son to dGie for us 3 and this commemoration hath two branches,one of 
praiſe and thankeſgiving to him for this mercy ; the other of aunxnciation or 
ſhewing forth, not oncly firſt to men, but ſecondly and eſpecially ro God, this 
ficrifice of Chriſts in offering up his body upon the Crofle for us; that which re= 
ſpeReth or looks toward men, is a profeſling of our faith in the death of Chriſt, 
Fn which lookes toward God, is our pleading before him that ſacrifice of his 
own Son, and through that humbly,and with affance requiring the benefits there 
of grace andpardonto be beſtowed upon us, Andthen Gods part is the accep= 
ting of this our bounden duty, beſtowing that body and blood of Chrift upon us, 
net by ſending it down /ocally tor our bodies to feed on, bur really tor our ſouls, 
to be ſtrengthzed and refreſhed by it, as when the Sun is communicated tous, the 
whole bu{k and bedy ot the Sun is not removed our of its ſphear , bur the yayes 
and beams of ir, and with them the [ight and warmth and influences are really 
and verily beſtowed, or darted out upon us. And all this is the full importance 
of [this zs my body] or [this is the communication of bs body. ] And ſo 1 have paſt 
through the tourth undertaking allo. 

S, There 1s then onely a fift behind, to apply all this by way of iI[uftration and 
confirmation to what is ſaid of this matter in the Catecbiſme. 

C. This will be eaGly done, you would be able to doeit to your ſelf , yer I 
fhall goe before you in this alſo. 

S The firſt queſtion then is , [Why the Sacrament of the Lords Supper was 
ordained *] and the anſiver, For the continuall remembrance of the ſacrifice of 
the death of Chriſt, and the benefits which we receive thereby ; what 3s the mea- 
rag of that anſwer? 

C. Diflolve the words, and you ſhall ſee moft clearly. . Chriſt died; This death 
of his was a ſacrifice for us, an oblation once for all, oftered to his Father for us 
weak finfull mcn. By this ſacrifice we that are true Chriſtians receive unſpeak?- 
ble bexcfi.s, 75 ſtrength to repair onr weakneſle, and enable us to doe whar God 
in his Son will accept ; andyeconciliation , or pardon for us miſerable ſinners, 
And the end of Chriſts inſtituting this Sacrament, was on purpoſe that we might 
at ſet times frequently and conſtantly returning, (for that is the meaning of cone 
tinuall, matic to the uſe of * [without ceaſing ] applied to the ſacrifice among ® ages. 
the Jews, and the duty of prayer among Cliiftians) remember and commemo- 
rte before God and man this ſacrifice of the death of Chnft. | 

S, The next _ [What is the outward part or ſign of the Lords Supper?] 
&d the anſwer , | bread and wine which the Lord hath commanded to be recei- 
ved] are ſo plain, that I ſhall not crave your aid. 1 conceive 'tas this , that bread 
ad wine is i# this,as water was in the other Sacrament, the element or exutward 
part, {& to pgnifs ſomewhat elſe, this _— by Ss to bg caten and drunk, 
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as the water to be dipt in, or ſprinkled with. And ſo likewiſe ſorthe next queſtion 


aad firſt part of the anſwer, that the body and bl ood ot Chriſt 3s the inward part, 
or thing ſignified by the other, the body broken on the Croſſe, ſignified by the bread. 
broken ard eaten, and the blood poured owt on the Croſſe , ſignified by the wine 
oured out inte the cup and drank by us. But then what is the full importance of 
that which follows in the latter part of that anſwer, That the body and bloud of 
Chriſt are yerily and indeed taken and received of the faithfull in the Lords 
Supper ? | 
{4 *Tis this, that in that Sacrament God really beſtows, and every fairhfull 


prepared Chriſtianas really and truly recezves the body and bled of Chriſt. As - 


truly as the Presbyter gives me the Sacramentall bread and wine , fo truly doth 
God in heaven beftow upon us on earth the body and blood of Chriſt 3. e. the cru- 
cified Saviour, not by locall motion, but by reall communication, not to our tecth, 
butto our ſoxls, and conſequently exhibits, makes over, reaches out unto us all 
the benefits thereof, all the advantages that flow ro us from the death of Chriſt: 
'Fhe truth of which you had even now confirm'd by the words of the Golpel,cx- 

licated by the plainer expreſſion of S. Pal, that the cup was the communicaticn 
of the bloud of Chriſt &+c. 

S. The ext queſiion is plain alſo | What are the benefits whereof we are par. 
takers thereby ? | be you pleaſed to explicate the anſwer to it. 

C. Diflolve it again, and you will doe it to your (elf. Thus : the firſt benefic 
is the ſtrengthning of our ſouls by the body of Chriſt , as our bodies are ſtrengthued 
by bread. Bread lignifies all nouriſhment for the body, and is called, youknow, 
The ſtaffe of life, without which the body is nor able to ſuſtain it ſelf, grows fec- 
ble, Raggers, and fals into the very grave of death and rettennefle,it this ſtafte be 


' not conſtantly continued toit, Thus is grace to the fon , we can doe nothing 
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that is in order to ſpiritual life, bur fall into fin, cuſtome of ſin, the putrefaRion 
of the ſoul, and ſoto eternall death withour it ;} and having forfeited that ſtock, 
that God had given us in Paradife, wee have none of this kinde left , but what 
Chriſt had by his death purchaſed for us; and by that great dear bargain of his, 
there is come in tothe Church anew ſtock, and ſtaple of grace, and ſirength,for 
every one that ſhall in the name of Chrilt ask ir importunarely, receive it watchs 
fully, and make uſe of it diligently; enough, I ſay, though not to keep us infal- 
libly without Gxzing any more , though not to poſleſle us irreſiſtibly, that we 
cannor fall, yet to enable us to doe that which God in Chriſt will now graciouſly 
accept at our hands, 3, e. to ſerye him fincerelyin holineſſe, and renewed righte- 
oulnefle, and to enable us again, if we be not wanting to our ſelyes,ro continue 
and perlevere thus toour lives end. 

; , Fas have ſhewed me the firſt benefit , but 1 conceive there is another, whe 
8 that : 

C. Ir is the refreſhing of our ſouls by the bloud of Chriſt ,as our bodies are reſyeſit 
with wine. Wine maybe taken ina double propriety , one to refreſh the thirſty, 
another tocomfort the ſich, as alittle was allowed to Timethy for his * frequent 
ſicklinefle. He that pants for thirſt, hath his inward flame quenched, and ſo is 7e- 
freſbt by wine; and he that hath any indiſpoſition of body , hath that caſed, and 
ſo is refreſht by wine. And juft thus is the pardon of fin to a thirſty wounded 
ſoul ; the conlcience of fin, is a flame or fie within , and a deep wound to the 
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ſoul,and no reſt, no quiet umder it 3 and Gods free parwon and remiſhon , his 
freaking peace ro the unquier , his ſaying [thy ſins are forgiven] to the barthe- 
ned and {1n-fick fonl, is rhe greateſt onely retrehment to that fout + Let God 
ſty this word onely, and thy ſervant ſhall bze healed. And this pardon was 
wrought by the bled, 3. e. again by the death of Chriſt, by the ſacrifices, and ſa- 
tizfiQtion of that innocent Saviour, by which ſuffering we are releaſed, by whoſe 
ſiripes bealed. 

S, But bow u thu ſtrength, and this pardon purchaſed by Chriſt s death ? 

C. The ſtrength thus, Chrift being in form of God, and equall with God, tooke 
ypon bim the form of « man, all of him, but our fins, in this he ſuffered a thame. 
full death, whereupon laiththe Apoſtle, God did highly exalt bim , r:warded 
this great humility and patience of his, with this dignity and preferment , that 
all power ſhould be given to him both in heaven and earth , that he might difpenſe 
to his Ditciples all rhe riches of heaven, z. e. that ſafhcicne ftpznech , and grace, 
which will, being made uſe of, raiſe us op from death, ſpiritual] and corporall, 
enable us to live like Saints here, and raife ns to {ife againhereafter. This pow- 
er was indeed ſtated on him at hisreſurreffoon, bm purchaſed by his death. 

_S. How was the pardon of ſin purchaſed ? 

C. You have oft heard by the ſatisfattion wronght by him in his ſufferings, 
raking upon him xobe our Syrety, nd to ſuffer in our ftend;that as many ns are 
renewed by his grace, may be releaſed by his ſufferings, and from borh thefe re 
fulrs the confurnmation of our hope, everlaſting blifle inanother world; Gods 
mercy (when he is thus reconciled unto us in the blond of his Son ) rewarding 
eyery poor mean Chriſtian ation of ours wich cternall glory. 

S. There rcmaines now no more behinde, but onely the concluding queſtion, 
which ſuppoſing theſe benefits thus made over m the Sacrament, bat imagining it 
impoſſible , that muworthy , mprepared , prophame receivers ſhonls bee ever the 
better for it, asks [What is required of them which come ro rhe Lords Supper? ] 
what have you to adde to that anſwer, that vs there given to that queſtion ? 

C, No more but this ; That every man is infinitely concerned to have his 
ſoul always pofleſt with every part of that preparation. Thar-the carelefle ofci= 
tancy, and taral{ ftopidiry of the world,/in never ſo mnch 2s confidering,wherher | 
they hive any of them or no, is a moſt pradigions:thmg, thar the time of pre- 
paring Our felves for the Sacrament { which ought to be frequent , bmthow fre- 
quent is not defined in the Scripture , but left to the judgement of the Church ) 
isa very fit time for rhart fe}f-examination , that tffl that be done , and all and 
exch of thoſe graces found ſincere in our hearts, weonghr not tocome tothat holy 
Scent (which yer will not excuſe any for nor comming, becauſe hes not 
poeecd, bur rather apgravatechem upon bim, ther rather then ohes firbun* 
fe, hee will part with fo greata treaſure; ) andHaRly, that thepariiculars of 
which, we muſt thns examine, and which we raft chus require-of ourſelves are 
five: 1. True 7epentance, (containing ſenſe, ſorrow, humiliation, contvition, £on- 


ſeſlon of all former ns.) 2. 4 ſtedfaft p ts lend anew tie; arcfohation 


te reform: alt, arp ried nes dow [m4 Aſt inthe howeofwall;or 
tempration, 3. A Goely fanth im Gods mercy thrangh Ch#iſt; x Take, andahar 
2 vita one. 4. A thuankefull' remembrance , and; commemeararion of 59%. 

5 (hn with-al men, Every one of which being in-theic feverall due-places 
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particularly explained unto you, I ſhall ſuppoſe youlufficiv-ly inſtruted, ani 
onely defire to oblige you that all this be nor laid up to fill yur brain, but ſunk 
down into an honeſt heart , that knowing theſe things , you nay be capable of 
that blifſe that bclongs tothe doers of them. 
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Ddit.1, p.1, 1.31. after [Goſpel.] adde. And when thoſe are done, I myy 
Aprivr vive you a praQticall view of fome Ro_—_ » Which you already 

carnt, bur perhaps not in order to practiſe, Such are the Creed it lelfe, 
and the Noctine of the Sacraments, 

Adait.z. p.y. 1.4 after [lins;] adde, and therefore is rendred by the Syriact;, 
* [The Lord added daily thoſe that became ſafe in the Church ; } 3. e. recovered 
themſelves from that danger in which they were involyed in that wicked genera- 
tion, and betook themſelyes to the Church as to a SanQuary. 

Addit.z. p.8.1,43. after [feet; ] adde: and may very probably be the thing 
defigned inthat whole 24* Chap. of S. Matthew,and every part of it, and par, 
ticularly inthoſe verſes,29,30,3- (which are moſt thought to belong to another 
matrer) for the darkning of the Sun and Moon, and falling of the Starres from 
heaven, are nor literally to be underſtood, (or if they were , would perhaps as 
little belong to the day of the laſt judgement) but in the ſame ſenſe thar the Pre. 
phets uſethem, 1/a.13.10, & 34-4. Exek.32.7- Foel 2, 31. to fignifie a 
ſlaughter, or effnſ;on of blood, ſending torth ſuch abundance of hot exhalations, 
which firſt fill the air with black clouds , taking away the light of beaver, the 
fight of the ſtarres,@c, and at laſt turn into meteors in the ſhape of falling ſtars; 
25 1/a.34-4- and Rev.6.13, On which ground it is, that thoſe phraſes of the Sun 
bing turned into darkneſſe,and the Moon not giving ber light, and the falling 0 fthe 
Rtars from beaven, are uſed in Propheticall (which ſe]dome are cleare ) ſpeeches 
for great ſlaughtersand deſtruftions , and nothing elſe , which being ſuppoſed 
to be the interpretation ofthe 2g® verſe, that ofthe ſigy of the Son of man, and 
his comming, V- 39. and the ſound of the trump gathertag of the eleft, v.31, will 
without much difficulty belong to it alſo, and fignifie the remarkableneſle of ths 

uniſhment on the Jews, as an a& of revenge from the crucified Chriſt, and the 

aving or delivering of a yemant (according to all the Prophecies) 3. e. of ſome 
few Jews out of this generall ſlaughter. 

S. You have ſatufied both my reaſon and my curioſity in this particular, and 1 
ſhall not importunc you farther ; 1 pray then , beſide theſe rebellious craciſying 
Fews, what other enemes did 

Adldit, 4. p.10.1.28. after [perfe&] adde. This ſuffering and ſatisfying for 
our ſins fitted him for the office of Intercefſour. 

Addit.5. p. 12.1. 49. after [another.] adde. *Tis true indeed Chriſt werited 
as well as ſatasfied for us, but that by which he merited was not his never ſinning, 
or perfett obedience, for that was due to the Law under which he was born, but 
his voluntary giving up himſelf to death, even to thedeath of the Croſſe, and all 
that was preparative $0 it, performed by him ſresly , wighour any mag I 
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duty lying upon himasa man to do ſo, according to that of Heh.10.7. out of the 
Pſalmiſt, Then ſaid I, Lo 1 come, to dothy will, O God, 1am content to do it 5 
and Phil.2.6. Chrift Feſ14s being in the form of God,&fc. made himſelf of norepu- 
tation, and took on him the form of a ſervant, and was made m likeneſſe of men, 
ard being found in faſhion as a man, he humbled himſelf, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the Croſſe ; which is there ter as the foundation of his 
merit, | Wherefore God bath highly exalted bijn.e&>c.] By this mcans(1tis true that) 
he merited tor ws, as wellas tor himſelf 3 For us he merited grace and g/ory 3 For 
himſelf chat he might have the power of diſpenſing them, to whom, and in what 
maner and meaſure he pleaſed ; this was the meaning of thoſe words, [alpow- 
er 1s grven to me,e&e.] and [ God hathgiven bim a name which is above every 
name; ] and [when he aſcended up onhigh he gave gifts ito men.) But all this 
you lee is quite another matter from his aFzve r:ghteonſneſſe being ſo imputed to 
us, 'S that the drunkard ſhall be accounted ſobey, the adulterer chaſte on this one 
ſcorc,becaule Chriſt was ſober and chaſt in our ſtead. No,that which he meyited for 
us, being the gift of grace, (which was on purpoſe to deliver us fromthe reigning 
power of fin,and to bleſſe us in turning every man from his iniquities) a power of 
ſerving God acceptably inrighteouſneſſe and godly fearghe is ſo tarre from meriting 
for us any excuſe,or immunity from the indiipentable force of this oblzgation.thar 
he gave himſelf for us,did and ſuffered all this, to this very end, Fit.2.14. that be 
might redeem us from all iniquity,reſcue us out of the ſlavery of every evill habir, 
and purifie unto himſelf a peculiar people qcalous of good works : and if this uſe 
b not made of the grace which he purchaſed for us, if we doe not work out our 
own ſalvation with fear and trembling, (which is the uſe which S. Paul makes of 
the Dofrine of Chriſts wzerit, Phil.2.12,) we ſhall have little priviledge by that 
part of his merit,and thall fall ſhort of the glory purchaſed alſo. By all which 'cis 

Adgit.6. p.16.1 43, after [motive] adde,and that now adays a moſt prevailing 
one, the notion of honour being moſtly raken from women, and children, and 
the worſt of men, andſo making all vice neceffary to a good reputation, and all 
vert ue, eſpecially the molt precious Chriſtian vertues, meckneſſe, &c. the onely 
reproachfull things) by that one carnall motive ; I ſay, 

Addtt.7. p19. 1.2. after [the promiſes] adde, particularly of thoſe promiſes 
which concern the pardon ot fin, and ſalvation, (the looking at, and recezving,or 
55 hg of Chriſt, as the onely remedy 2gainſt finne, the onely propitiation 
for it 

Addit.8. p.20.1 4. after [<fficiency] adde. *Tistrue the habit of faith may 
in ſome ſenſe be called the cauſe of the afts of faith, and fo of each a of recer- 
vine, or embracing of Chriſt, in which ſcnſe *cis called the exe and the hand of 
Aith, but then it is clear, thurecerving of Chriſt is 2 thing very diſtin from 5u- 

ification, the one clearly the af of man,the other ot God, 2nd therefore to con- 
clude that Faith is an efficient, though bur inſtrumentall of juſti fication, becaulc ir 
is an inſtrument of receiving Criſt, is no ſolid argument 3 and fo in like man- 
ner from irs aftivity in other things, to inferre its efficiency in juſtsfication 3 

 Addit.g. p51 1.38, after [ſoul] adde. Moſt contrary to which are the pra- 
Rices ofthole which protefling R</izion, commit choſethings which even nature 
it ſelfe, and ſober Heathen 7eaſon abhorres, (luch are c;7cumwventing of other 
men , rebellion » ſedition , & 6) and fo ( by up an evil report Ori. 
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Chriſtian Religion, defame ic in the opinions of men. 
Addit.10. p.54. 1.46. dele to the period, and read thus : made by the ſupreme 
Power (who by the ordinance of God bears the ſword, Rom.13, 4 ) way atter. 
wards be juſtly executed by ſuch ſuberdiaate Magiſtrates as are ſent by bim 
for the puniſhment of cuill doers, and the praiſe of them that do well, Per.2.14. 

Ada;t.1 1. p.62. 1.29. after [women] adde, As in the Law the faſtning the 
eyes onan Idol, conſidering the beauty of it, is, faith Mazmonides, torbidden, 
Lev.19.4. andnot onely the worſhip of ir, 

Addit.12. p.62. 1.35. after [him] adde. And the uſe or employing them 
thus, isan abule. An example of chiswe hay? in the zwo wicked Elders,Sufev.;2 
who being denied the farther enjoying of their luſts, command to uncover her 
Face, that they may be filled with her beauty. Andthere is mention of the like in 
another Apocryphall Author, 1 Eſ4.4.19. gape and even with open mouth fixe 
their eyes faſt on ber ; and Ecclus.41.21, gazing upon (the Greek fignities * cor- 
templating) another mans wife, and 3 curuous earneſt bcholding his maid, for io 
the word there rendred [being * over-buſte with ber] leems rather ro fignific, 
and is uſed bythe Fathers to exprelle the very thing we now ſpeak of; and lo 
*riS1 Tim 5.13- 

Addit.13. p.63.1.35.dele [Now that which was there ſaid] and inſert, To 
which that Clit reterred,and notto any interpretation of the Phariſecs,:ppears 
Mat.19. & Mare10. where the Phariſees cite Moſes tor a teſtimony to authorize 
their opinion, and Chriſt denies nor that, but tels them, that for the bardncſſe 
of their heart it was given them, and reduces thcm to the firſt inſtitution of mai» 
rzage;ty which al.o it appeares thar that place in Moſes 

Aidit.14. p. 67.1.13- aſter [felt] adde. And conſequently that to that fin 
of perjury is apportioned not onely a terrible portionin Gods future, ſlow, 
bur kire retributions, but even the remarkable ſtrckes of Gods hands even inthis 
world, ſtrange, open riots, and invaſions, and ruines on mens eftates oft times, 
but more often, lecrer ſtrokes of his hand, and blaſts of his mouth, curſing, and 
poyſoning, and waſliag the cſtates of thoſe, that are guilty of that fin. T tis is the 
xmportance of thar peculiar character ſer upon that fin in the cloſe of that Com- 
mandment, [ The Lord will not bold buzz guiltleſſe] all G ods plagues attend, and 
will infallibly overtake him, You wil ſee it Zach.5.4. in the embleme of the fly- 
ang roll, that entreth into thebouſe of the thicfe, and mio the houſe of him that 
ſweareth falſly by Gods Name, and it ſhall remain in the midſt of his houſe, and 
ſhall co::ſume it w th the timber thereof), and the ſtones thereof. This remaining 
and conſuming the whole bouſe with the tzmber and ftoes, isno ſingle curſe, but 
that which extends to the blatting and extirpation of whole familics ; and the 
flying coll is an intimation of the zadiſte;nibleneſſe, ſwiſtneſſe, feerceneſſe, and 
#navoidableneſſe of this judgement, And perhaps it would be worth your while 
to obſerve this fin abroad in the world, how it is haunted by Divine vengeance, 
and particularly, one ſpeciall part of it Sacriledge, (which is punQually the finne 
in Zachary, ſtealing,and perjury together, and that heightned by being an inya- 
Hon of God himlſcit) a tin clearly againſt the firſt Table, {as may appeare by 
S. Pauls joyning it with 1dolatry, as ſtealing with ſtealing, adultery with adulte- 
7), Rom-2.22,) andreduCtively, if nor principally, againſt this 'of perjury, of 
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manded in that plice of the Law, where perjury was forbidden, and is broken 
notonely by Ananias his detaining what he himſelthad vowed to God, but by 

loyning, or invading, or alienating, whatever is by others conſecrated to 
God. 2 Becauſe the Fewiſh cuſtome being to adjure men, as *cis ours to im- 
poſe an oath, and that adjuration forcing men to ſpeak, and ſoto ſwear to any 
thing ſo propoſed, (as appears by Chriſt and the High Prieſt, Mat.26.63,64.) & 
ſo the anſwering falſly upon ſuch an adjwration, beings dirc&perjury,as if one 
had voluntarily taken an oath, and violated ic ; and moreover the conſecration 
of lands, revenues, goods movable and immovable to God, for the uſe of thoſe, 
that wait on his ſervice, being ordinarily done cam anathemate, with a curſe 
(ſuchas thar in Zacharies ro,or the Pſalmiſts Prophetich imprecations of Fudas) 
on the ſacyilegious invader, and that curſe a mixture ofan zzyprecation and an ad- 
ſuration, the conſequence is clear, that this fin is very properly reduced to the 
Commandement ; and thoughinreſpe& ofmany other aggravations of it, it bee a 
breachaiſo of many other Commandements, and particularly a contemning of 
God, a thinking him ſo tame, as not to revenge ſuchwzolations, that immediately 
touch his own property, yet in the main part of it, it is a taking Gods Name in 
' wain; and1I ſhould bee too troubJeſome to youro ſhew you the fearfu}l judge. 
ments that in this world have attended it, inmany hundred illuſtrious examples, 
ſuch as would be ſufficientto mortifie the moſt r7averoys appetite, (which alone 
ſets the covetous vulture upon it) by aſſuring him that every coal thus fetcht from 
the altar, will not failto barn the whole neſt, every prey thus ventured on, to 
cxrſeand conſume the whole heap, or treaſure, to undoe him that meant ſo to 
have enriched and raiſed himſelf by it. I ſhall leave you to make up this obſerya- 
tion to your (elf. S. But 

Addit. 15. p.73-1. 21, after [former]dele to line 31. & inſert theſe ; as I ra- 
ther think ir doth, then here is an occaſion to tell you ſomewhat of that great 
queſtion, concerning the lawfulneſle of going to Law, 

: 5 1 ſhall moſt willingly make uſe of the occaſion, and deſire your judgement 
I that point. 

C. d& oing to Law, I conceive, is not ſimply unlawfull, becauſe Chriſt finding 
Courts of Judicature for matter of Mine and Thine in the World,did not take 
that power into his own hands, (who made me a Judge? }] or out of thoſe 
hands where hee found it ; In this whole Sermon of ſtrict Precepts upon the 
Mount, he givesno command in,lays no reſtraint on this matter any farther then 
what is contained in theſe words, He that would implead thee, and take away thy 
coat, let him bave thy cloak alſo ; The utmoſt of which can amount no farther 
againſt going to Law then this, 1, That it is ſuch a thing that it may be abuſed 
tothe moſt unjuſt oppreſſions, taking away the coat from ones back, and when 
ſouſed, *tis ſure unlawful], 2. ThatI muſtnot goe to Law with any by way of 
* retaliation, I mean, for no other cauſe, but becauſe he by that means hath dil- 
darn or injured me z for the precept of [[et him have thy coat alſo] (if it bee 

ointerpreredthat I muſt do ſorather then goto Law with him) cannot juſtly 
beextended toward this {enſe, any farther then the context will authorize the 
extending it, andthat is onely thus farre, That rather thenretributeto him evill 
for evill, or retaliate, v.38. T muſt even ler him take it, andnot go to Law with 
bim,;.e.l muſt thus be quiet rather then bet —_— malice,or do any thing _ 
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ſhall inflame me, or raiſc in me a defire of revenge againſt him, for any of theſe 
will make tho: unlawtull tome which indeed ws not ſo, 3. That I muſt nor go 
ro Law onely our of a providence that a bcaring of one injury patiently may poſ- 
Gbly or probably bring a greater upon me, burrhink fit ro truſt God with 
the preſerving me for the furure, who will be more likely to blefſe and reward 
my patience and weekreſſe with tranquillity 2nd proſp:rity in this life (according 
to thar promile of the P/aliarſt, [The meek ſhall poſſefſe the earth] where the 
earth Ggnifi:s the land of Canaan, a molt proip.rcus rich]and, which very words 
are repeated by Chriſt in this Sermon, c.5.5 .andif there the earth be the [and of 
the living oncly, there will be no great lofſe in ſuch an exchange, then any COn- 
trary vice of conten:iouſn:fſe or impaticnce, Or 4.that I muſt not goe toLaw 
ro recover a coat, when I have a cloak lctr, z.e. tor a {mall unconfiderable peſl.l 
fion, whichis norat all neceſlsry ro me, which I may well be without, and the 
recovering of which will not be proportionably gainfull to the charge or trou- 
ble of going to Law forit, Thee ſcyerals contain the utmoſt that I can imagine 
that place ot Chriſt can be juſtly cxzendedro: All which notwithſtanding, theſe 
other caſes ſtill remain which cemenot under that interciRt-jn-its I:rgeſt cx- 
tent, 1, Thathe that cannot by any arbirration ger his own, nor yet convenicnt- 
ly live wichourit, may make ule of the ſerled Judicature of th: Land where God 
hath placed him, ſuppoſing that he fall nor into any ct che frults-before lpecificd, 
and poſlibly incid:ntto rhe waging or managing of the yuſtcſt ion. 2. Thar 
he, that being tenderly affeRed in conſcience to as todchire aſſurance that hee 
enjoys nothing bur what is juft for him ro enjoy, mzy lawiully in marter of any 
doubt or controverſie concerning propriety, ufe the Law to make that decifion 
for him, ſuppoſingagain that this be fancerely his intention, and that hee reſolve 
quietly to ſtand to whatthe Law ſhall ſo adjudge. 3. Thar he that by this means 
may deferid a Widow or Crphan, may very Chriltianly uſe this means. 4. That 
he that may thus preſerve himſelf in aſufficicncy to provide for his Family, and 
without it probably cannot, without either craving other mens almes, or 
expecting relict from Godby cxtraordinary means, may uſe this means-to do ſo, 
5. Thar hee that may by this means be cnabled torclieve the poor, which other. 
wiſe he could not do ſo ſiberally, and dotk it ſincerely in order to that end, and 
when he obtains, evidcnces that Gncerity by his performances, is Rill free from 
any r<ftraint ariſing from that precepr of Chriſt ; whereas on the oth:r fide he 
that ccntends for trifles, goes to law _ that he may loſe nothing of his right, 
or not 'oncly to get legall reparations for his loſles, Ln that which is 
juſtly takcn from the other thar injured. him, is juſtly reſtored to him which was 
injured, the one being as well able to bear or ſupporr this a of juſtice, as the 
other rhar of injuſtice) bur alſo to give ſatisfaQion ro his revengefull apperite, 
(a very carnall importunate devilliſh wngn” to give the enemy ſome ſmart 
or pain, which brings in noreall gain or eaſe or advantage to himſelfe, fave 
onely thar of ſatisfying his vindicative humour, can no way bee juſtified or 
exculcd in ſuch a ſuit. So alſo the ſuing of thoſe which arc not able to pay 
me, (and by my ſuit are but made more unable) when all that I can hope tor, 
is nor _—_— of my ſelf, but puniſhing of him by Priſon, or the like reſtraint 
Molar” - t brings in no adyantage again ro me, this is unlawfull and wn-Chi- 
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S. But 1s there not an objection againſt going to Law in any caſe, producible 
from 1 Cor.6 ? 

C. *T will fuffice ro anſwer, that the Apoſtles ſcope there, is onely to repre- 
hend going to Law beitore Heathen Tribunals, which wheg any men are guilty 
of, it muſt tiznifie cither that there is no Cirriſtian among Su fitto bee 5 udge 
berwfxt contenders, or clle that they would rather chooſe an Heathens arbitra- 
tion then that Chriſtiansz cicher of which being very culpable, that thatariſcth 
from one of them, muſt nceds be ſo, butnothing elſe upon thoſe grounds. This 
is agreeable to what Chriſt had before ſaid, 2{2t.18. that zf the brother treſpaſſe 
egainſt thee, (4o thee any ſuch in jury) and will not make thee amends, thou ihalr 
teil it to the Church, who are there ſmrcly ſome Tribunall of Chriſtians, who 
haye power to make thee amends ithe wil and to their judgement, and if hee 
will nor, Chriſt chen goes farther, Let bim be to thee as a Heathen or Publican, 
16.T conceive in that place, not onely that he is fir for excommunication mentio- 
ned in the ncxt vcrie, but alſo that thou hatt liberty (let him be ſotothee againſt 
whom hc hath treſpait) ro imple1d himin any Gentile Tribunal (bec2ufe he will 
not ſtand to the Chriſtzans awars) as thou wouldit 2nd maycſt a Heathen or Pub- 
lican which trades among them, and who is in the interpretation of the Jewiſh 
Law though a Jew, yet akinde of Heathen, or by converting with them equipol- 
lentto one, 

S. But may 3#t not from that Chaptet to the Corinthians, be ftilf preſt that 
ver. 7, *t#s ſaid, * There is uttcily a fault ainong you, becauſe you goe 10 Law one 
with another ? 

C. T:inſwer, That theutmeſt that that infers is onely this, That thoſe parti- 
cular ſuits 2t Law that were then among the Corinthians, were all enfawfull, 
(which you will have reaſon tobelceve, when you finde the ſame Apottle tclling 
tzem,v.g, that they did injure, aud defraud one another,and*'tis morethen proba« 
ble that their geing to Law was uſed as ameans to do ſo) but 'ris not concluſible 
from thence, rhar all other mens ſuits are ſo, becauſe poſſibly not of the ſame 
natureas theirs were ; but then ſecondly, there may be ſomwhat inthe Apoſtles 
ulng a * ſpeciall word in that place, not any of thote more ufuall Þ words which 
ze withour doubt denotations of fin, but another, which ſignifies 2 going lefſe,& 
lomay perhaps onely conclude the thing which he ſpeaks, ro bee no more then 
compararively evil,z,e. not ſo good as paticnr bearing of injurics and lofles ought 
tobee eſteemed, which ſeems to be aafoaes by the words immediately following 
in the end of that ſeyenth verſe, why doe you not rather ſuffer injury, and defrau- 
dation? which will inferre,that patience of injuries is a greater vertue, and more 
beroicall excellence, a higher puch of Chriſtian Philoſophy, and contempt of 
the world, then going to Law implies, far more. then that particular kinde of 
going to Law was approved to be, but not that going to Law is from that place 
made in all caſes utterly unlawfull. Juſt as loſing my own life when I am 
aſſaulted by another, rather then I will take away his, is as cven now I ſhewed 
you, a high picce of imitation of Chriſt, who laid down his life for higenemies z 
whichnotwithſtanding the killing of the invader in that caſe, when T cannot 
therwiſe ſayc orreſcue my own life, isacknowledged to bee no fin, becauſe not 
forbidden by n:ture or Chriſt, whoſe prohibirion (not counſel], not example to 
the contrary) it is, that makes any thing a (ha5 tor where there is no —_— 
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there 1s n0 tranſereſſion. ThisI conceive may give hints for the underſtanding 
this whole matter. : 

. S. 1 ſhall labour to make uſe of them, and becauſe this diſcourſe bath a litile led 
you out of the way, regall you mio the yode again, and remember you where you left, 
by demanding what 15 to be learnt from tbe third particular which Chriſt thought 
fit to ſuperaade to the matler of retaltating. 

C. Ir is this, thar 
Adait.16. p.76- 1.23, after [of. ] adde. And becauſe the praQice of this is 

ſuch a ſtranger to the world, I thall (at onceto prove and cxemplikie this duty) 
ſet youa copy of it, a veryancient torm tranſcribed fromS, Baſil one of the ho. 

lieſt Champions of the Church of Chriſt, which from him you may not fea 

ro ule, or imitate. 


A Prayer of S. Baſils trauſlated out of a Manuſcript Greek in the 
Vniverſity Libraiy of Oxford, 


$6 Ave and eternall King, that 7 | Phi Bamnsl x, aire, 5.4% 
for the condemnation that came by the mh) tn Eds xarbugion 3H El. 
tree, wert lifted up on the tree, and raken 
from this earth by that ſhamefull death, and ; ; hay 
haſt ſhewed forrh thy ſelf, to all that chooſe 7! #08 920g Rr 
to follow thy ſteps, a pattern and copy of ©'MH& 7TP235&- * us va a 
long-ſufferance, and patience, that offeredſt 5pm of Srygzar irmufur apo 
up thy interceſſion to thy coeternall Father, zyic 7 owwardpye yforimgst uric, we 
for thoſe very fighters againſt God which cru- >uvgpm we, x 3is I dmota's 
cified thee: Doe thou, O Lord, thoutheſame ;,1, ; xc, 3 nethpuulnr, 
lover of mankinde, attord thy mercy and par- .. 7» ao! RP 
; 2 4 k 

donto all thatare enemies to us, which ei- ag er NEAT 
ther by treachery,or reproach, or contumely, 99 = Gm & SHrCuAE 3s Emajei 
or envy, or by any other means through the * onamzbnum®- ujporO- prin 
treachery or calumny of the Devill, that lo- & Yoneregopulmic , ovyaupory m6 4 
ver of hatred, have expreſt their malice or ( vac myuvies moupduus, mw: 
madnefle againſt us ; change their counſells ,,, _: 1.4 ani in not 
from that miſchieyous, to a ſweet Chriſtian _, , if OS 
temper of gentleneſſe ; Infuſe into their ® ** PSHE wa et __ 
hearts ſincere unfeigned love, binde them faſt #* 4279 4dr dyamio 3 dna. 
to us in the inviolable bands of ſpirituall = ousdvory tpi dures | & ajpmi 
TY _ y a pgeran IG Nopeis Wniag mwuanxts 1 7 ah 
moſt fir, make them ers © © Gjers Os Cunc, Tis oidees Aegpie, Wh 
life, As for thoſethat Jove us,or for x rk p32 Drag ee 

Names fake doe adminiſter to our bodily ne- 
ccſlities,repay them with theriches and abun- 


etpteic , 2 Tis axoubely os Tus Ie 


Yeords dirromAemcn, * Tos 5 doamart 
MUSES, I 3) cis The Owpgenitas af 


dance of thy gifts, and vouchſafe them the ©'* 79 9 Daxarirmy ag wn 
lot and portion of faithfull and wiſe Rewards; 7 FAvoiais of opuaic dvrputh{ah 
and for thoſe that out of good affeRion have ») * Mifwms ® mowy x; pegripr wn 
remembred our infirmities,or have prayed for ,g,ur 4timv. x) mis of aQueigh 
us, reward them with thy plenteous grace, 


HW & dnabf ration pprruinks, i 
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* uafiuvxuiric, dani mw xc Tothole that have commanded us miſ.rible 
os FnCggcturey . THE amiapercts T5 unworthy creatures to pray for them, granc 
nuems Taurus arm Hf w- thoſe things that be profitable for them, and 
Ti «gow, Th pug x40, x, yecld them thoſe requeſts of theirs,which tend 
nd age cwmghtr aims mHxge, TO their ſolyation, and ſend them tromthy hee 
v mdz mehihin os, 3) THe Unmp- ly place thy rich mercies and bowels of com- 
paſlion. And O thou Father of compaſſions 
pity all thoſe that truſt in thee , draw all 
to the divine love of thee, be thou preſident 
in all things, and aſſiſtant to al} , together 
with us thy tinfull and unprofitablC ſervants, 
and make us all heires of thy kingdome, for 
el wnegiue dmiraoy. ow 43 £0 thee it belongs to ſhew. mercy, and to ſave 
ict 3. nadly x) ondZew_ huge 6 ©rts Ss O our God, for thine is the power for 
wid, om os 11 75 *jaTor es mes CVET. Amen, | 
alav2s, Auny. 

Addit.17. p.77 1.17-r. thus : You judge aright, yet doT conccive that three 
o:her Commandements of the ſecond Table Chriſt hath alſo improved in this 
S:rmon. The eighth,that againſt ſtealing,he hath improved into dog wnto others 
all things which we dcſire ſhould be doc by them to 145, c.7.12. The ninth, that of 
not bearing falſe witneſſe, he hath improved into not judging, c.7.1. The laſt of 
not coveting, into taking x0 thought, c.6.25,&c, And tor thole three you may 
haye patience till you come ro thoſe places, and then you ſhall have them explai- 
ned to you. As for the fifth, {which is the onely one of the ſecond Table,which 
will then be 1:fr om: ) 

Addit.18. p.77. dele line 24.6 25+ after [higher] adde : in reſpe& of the 
degree. And for any thing eile in that matter, ic will be worth your marking, 
that Chriſt medled not with it. Though he were as God, the Kzag of al! Kings, 
and might have changed, or diſpoſed of their dominions as he pleaſed, yer hee 
was not pleaſed to make any alteration, but ro continue and ſettle all in that 
courſe, wherein it had formerly been placed by God, himſelf living in ſubjeftion 
to the known Laws, paying tribute to Ceſar, and nut lo wuch as accepting the 
judiciall cogniz. ace ot an offence when he was pur upon it, fothat what hee ad- 
dedio Moſes in this matter, was onely greater reverence and awe to the Father, 
or Magiſtrate, or Civill power, not any retrenching of his tormer rights. In 
which he was {o extremely carefull, and render above ordinary, that whereas Mo- 
ſes among the Egyptians, when he was but a private man, did t:ke upon him to 
exerciſe an a& ot judicature on the Fgyptian, which wronged the Iſraelite, 
Gen.z. 12. Chriſt would never doe any ſuch thing, but left ihe woman taken in 
adultery, and all other offenders to the ordinary legall courſe, and would not 
upon any importunity uſurp or take upon him any thing in that matter, By 
which if you pleaſe, you may diſccrne how farrefrom the prattice and Goſpel of 
Ch;iſt are thoſe Dottrines of ambitious men, which have made Chriſtian, Re- 
ligion a ground, or excuſe of moving and diſquieting of States, and ſhaking, if 
not diſſolving, of Kingdomes. 

S. what Dofrines are thoſe ? 
C. Ihad rather you ſhould be ignorant of them, yet thoſe which are ſo f:- 
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mous, that you will hardly eſcape the knowing of them, I ſhall mention to you, 
that you may be carcfull to ayoid them. 1. That of ſome adorers of the Papacy, 
viz, that the pretended Yicar of Chriſt, as Succeſſour of S. Petcy, hath two 
Swords given him by Chriſt, the Spiritual, and the Tempecrall, and that by tha - 
means he hath power to diſpoſe ot all the Kingdomes of the World, and in caſe 
of berefe, ro excommunicate Princes and abſolve all Subje&s from their bands 
of Allegiance to them: A thing ſo ridiculousto be affirmed of the Pope,2s Chriſts 
Vicar, (if it were ſuppoſed that he were ſo,beyond all other Biſhops) waen, as 1 
have already ſhewed you,Chriſt himſelf ddd diſclaimed ail ſuch ower,and 
(beſide that he gave no Sword, but cnely Keys to Peter) moſt ſharply reprehen- 
ded himfor uling the Sword, though againſt the apprehenders of Chriſt himſelf, 
that more conſiderate Papiſts Ciſcerning this, and yet. unwilling to divclt the 
Pope of that ſolong uſurped Power, have found it neceſſary to pretend another 
tenure for him, and therefore ſtyle the Pope nor the Yicar of Chrift (tor that 
would give him no power, ſo muchas ofa Civill Fudge) but the * Vicar of God, 
whom he hath (ct up to be his Vicegerent ovcr all the World 3 a Doctrine too 
ſenſleſſe ro need, and not ſo much avowed as to expe a confutation ; Of which 
whole matter it is enough to obſerve that it is ſet 2s a charaQter of Chriſts grea- 
teſt Enemy, Antichriſt himſelf, that he ſhall exalt himſelf above all that 1s called 
God, i, e. above all the Kings of the earth. All rhar will bee uſefull for youto 
learn, is the un-Chriſt;anneſſe of thoſe aFions in SubjeQs which are built on ſuch 
Antichriſtian principles as theſe, ſuch are Rebell;on, Treaſons, Sedition,attempting 
the commotion of States, on colour of Religion, or title or priviledge from 
Chriſt, or any F'icar or Officer to do ſo; defaming, ſpeaking evill ot Digni- 
ties, &c. Aſecond Doftine of this nature is that wich, ſome ſpeculators and 
nice wits have —_ on by miſtaking of ſome Scriptures, and not foreſecing the 
dangerous conſcquents of it z iz. That all * Dominion (whethcr of any private 
man over his own poſſeſſ;oas, or of a Kzng over his Subjefts) is founded in grat, 
z.e. that no man hathyzght ro rule others, or cyen to poſſeſſe any pirr of his own 
inheritance, but he who is in the favour of God, 2 graciogs ſpirituall perſon, 
A Dodtrine abſolutely defiruRive to all Government, ind to all com: unity ; eve- 
ry man that thinks himſc]f godly, (:s when ſo much advantage is to be made of 
it, every ill man will cither think, or which is all one in <fieR, pretend hiwlelfe 
to be) having by this Doarine authority to yebell againſt any, ro delpoyl any, 
whoſe power or wealth is an eye-ſorc to him, there being no other Yan on 
carth, but his own cenſorious, or mutinous, or covetous humour, to pronounce 
infallibly of any man, whether hebe a chi/de of God or no. As forthe tallenchſe 
of it,*twere ſufficient to ſay from Chriſt, that God rains on the unjuſt as well as 
the juſt, and thercfore the latter of them hath nor the incloſure of the go04d things 
of this world, whether riches cr powey ; or 27, that we are forbidden to judgebt- 
fore the time, andtherefore th-t if none but the juſt hath thar title, yer were there 
no way of _— who is juſt in this life, nor conſequently of ſetling the propri- 
eties of the wicked : and thirdly,that he that is not now within that coyenanto 
grace, may be within it ro morrow,and therefore that that DoErine wouid bring 
in all zzzcertainty and confuſion. But 1 conceive there is a Chapter in the New 
Teſtament, that is moſt of ir ſet on purpoſe againſt this DoQrin?, as gi 
$ branch of the hberefie of thoſe, that then called rhegaſclves Gnoſticks 3 it 
| [b 
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is 1 Tim.6. if you pleaſe, becauſe it is not readily underſtood, I will give you a 
paraphraſe of ir, for the former part of it, which moſt ſpecially concernes this 
purpoſe. 1 Tim.6.1. Thoſe Chriſtians which are ſervants under yoke, (2. e. bond- 
{laves to Heathens)mult perform all that ſervice and obedience tothem which be. 
longs to them by the Laws of ſervants among the Heathens,rhat the profeſFon,and 
doctrine of the Goſpel, or Chriſtianiry be nor evil ſpoken of by thoſe Heathens, 
as it will be, if they ſee men prove the worſe ſervants tor being Chriſtians. 

V.2, And thoſe Chriſtians again, that have Chriſtians for their Maſters, muſt 
deſpiſe them , or detraft any part of that obedience which is due to them , upon 

erence, that by being Chriſtians, they are become their equals, or brethres, bur 
et them rather conlider that rheir Chriſtianity obliges them to perform molt di- 
ligent ſervice to them, becauſe the condition of ſeryants that the Goſpel pre- 
ſcribes, is this, that being truſted by their Maſtcrs, they ſhould be faithful and 
truſty rothem, thar there be mutuall /ove berwixt their Maſters and them, and 
that they bee * auxiliaries . and aſliſtants to their Maſters in wel doing. And 
that this be the praQtice of all ſervants, do thou, who art to inſtru them , take 
care by thy dodFrine and exhortation. 


* So ym 2u4,2x- 
v.14 7 &cyeot 
5 ſignifies. avn- 
napedy: is not þ 
ro partake, (that 


is ova) but totake upat the other end, (as in carrying a flaskert ) and ſo to help bear the bur- 
then, or (as «7 ſignifies pro) to take up, and bear any weight in anothers ſtead, i.e, ro he'p, or afliſt; and 
Wipypnz isin an aftivegnor paſſive ſenſe, as AF-4.9. (the onely place beſides , where *cis uſed ) it fignifies 


domg good, not receiving 1t- 


3- And for thoſe Gnoſtichs ( mentioned v.20. with the ſame charaQer there 
ſet upon them, as here) which teach Libertimzſme in {tead of the DoQtrine of Chri- 
ſtianity and prety. 

4. This you may obſerve and mark of them, that they are puft up with an 0- 
pinion of * knowledge (whence they take their name) whereas indeed they know 
nothing, and ſtudy nothing, but Þdiſputings, and verball controverſies, which 
have no matter of ſubſtance in them , and this ſtudying is akinde of © diſeaſe in 
them , or diſtemper, ar leaſt an efte& of it, and all that comes of it, is exvy, 
ſirife, railings, evill ſurmiſmgs. 

5. Odde kinde of * diſconrſes of men that haye their mindes perverted , and 
have * loſt the truth, and have takenup an opinion ( which caufed the Apoſtle*s 
ſpeaking of them at that time ) that the Chriſtian religzon #5 a gainful trade, a 
meanes of helping one to ſecular adyantages ( as thar a ſeryant ſhall bee made 
free by that means,8c. which occaſioned this diſcourſe) From ſuch Teachers and 
doers as theſe doe thou ſeparate thy ſelf , expreſle thy diſlike of ' them by ſome 
_ exerciſe ſome part of Eccleſiaſtical © cenſure, by way of diſcipline upon 

em. 

- 6. As for thatopinien of theirs, that the Goſpe! or Chriſtianity is a gainfull 
calling, though it be nor true in thatſenſe, wherein they ute, or wherero they 
apply ir, yer in this otherſenſe 'tis moſt orthodoxe, Thar Chriſtianity with- a 
Competency it all the wealth in the world. To 

7, For it teacheth us this , that having brought no treaſure with us into the 
world, 'tis certain that we ſhall carry none out ; and therefore, 

8. If for the time that we live here, we bave enough for the neceſſaries of life, 
ford and ranent , (as any man thar uſeth thoſe means that Chriſtianity dire&s 
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b That is the 
Weaning of 2/.- 
Kenora TETUS, 
in theſe we ſhall 
have enoug h,or, 
with thele wee 
ſhall be {atified; 
not as we render, 
[Let us there- 
with be content] 
for tis in the f#- 
2%re tenſe,and the 
Tndicative,nos the 
SuljunttiveMood, 
and dpi} 1s 
properly to have 
eno1gh,and fo it- 
evils V6 ha- 
wing enouch of his 
ewn; without 1n- 
ordinate mears 
to get ir, » 


Af the dnties 


of the firſt 
Table, 


* QuregTiia.. 
Toſeph, 


to, ſhall never fail of them) we ſhall in this be ® ſufficiently provided for ; 

9. But they that will not thus be ſatisfied, but will be rich , lay up treafurey 
in this world, (and ſo for power and authority) and make Religion 2 mecanes to 
procure ir, they doe by thzs ingulf themſelves into all the dangers , and temptati 
ons in the world. 

By all this you ſee this DoGrine as puntually prevented, as if it had been by 
Prepheſie foreſeen ſo long before, it being indeed the DoArine of the then Pre- 
ſent Gnoſtickhs, by the Schoolmen revived, and ot late by others vrought back in. 
ro the world again, T he obſerving this an!:dote againſt it, will tecure you from 
many hurtfull praCtices of which this 1ſt age hath bccn fruittul] beyond all 0. 
thers. Some other DcErines there are of this ſame miking very tatall ro Gy. 
verament, eipecially to Monarchy, butin cad of inſiſting on them , I ſhall pur 
you in minde of this great truth,that Chriſt and his Dit iples were ct <1 the Do. 
fors that ever were inthe worl:', the moſt carctull to pr: lerve the Detrine and 
practice of allegiance , even when the Emperors were the grc.r.{t oppolers of 
the Chriſtian Religion, andif ever you mean to be acccunteda follower of them, 
you muſt goe and doe likewiſe, I have int ſed 2 while cn this theme though a 
little out ot the way , becaule the fift Commandemenr cf the Laiv is the onely 
one of the ſecond Table, that the following of Chritts mcthod in this his Ser. 
mon doth not preſent to our conlideraticn , and yet was fit enougl: for you to 
learn ſomcwhar of. | 

S, But why ts there no!hing here added by Chrift concerning the duties of the firſt 
Table, which immediately reſpett God ? fer that I concave i5Uliar , that no ore 
of them, ſave onely thetbird, that about iwearing., hath yt been touched by. our 
Sawiour in this Sermon. 

C. Beſide the wiſdome of God, which even now you acknowledged ſufficient 
in this matter,many reaſons might be farther rendred for this couric of Chriſts; 
eſpeciallythis, That the duties of the f7ſt Table were under Moſes let high and 
cxplicated enough already, and Chriſt needed not to repeat, ſave oncly what he 
meant to ##prove, or farther to illuſtrate and explain , and therefore repeated 
them nor, Now tor this, a farther reaſon may be rendered , taken frem the dif 
ferent @co20my Or acminittration-of things under the Old, and New Teſtament, 
Under the 01d Teftament, God reſided among the Jews particularly hinuelt, in 
his Divine Nature , (without taking upon him our fleſh. ) revealing himlcltc to 
Moſes in the Mount, in viſions to him, and other of the Patriarchs, in illuſtrious 
apparitions, and to the people continually in the Oracle, and fo imm«diately 
diipoſed of all things, that the Government of the Jews was by their WV ritas 
ſtyled * the Government of God bimſelf. This revelation of himlcIf, and imme- 
diate retidence among them , might make it fir and proper for him to eiye them 


precepts for the worſhip of God, and for all kinde ot duties of that kinde as di- 


tin, and punRual)l, dear, and high as could be, and ſo indecd it was. An &- 
plicice elevated Law of picty in gencr?]], to love tbe Lord thay God with all 
their heart, with all their ſoul, with all their mide,” and with all their ſtrength, 
and tcr the particulors of extward pertormances, fo many cautions, fo many e- 
xemonies, (uct: ſtrict pertormances of all kindes , that Chriſt did rather think fic 
totake off from the weights of thoſe burthens, then to adde tothem ; and 'tis a 
common obſeryation, that the ceremonial part of the 01d Teſtament law, and 
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all that which was typical, & preſignificative of ſomewhat to come,under Chriſts 
Kingdome, was then (as Il poſetive Laws) obligatory onely to them, to whom 
*rwas given,7.e, to the Zewes , but norro the reſt of the then Gegtiles , or now 
Chriftian world, no not to the very Profelytes under the Old Teſtament, that 
came and liv.d among the Zews, bur onely tothe Natives, and to thoſe that 
would be Proſclytes of 1uſtice,?. e. would be in their obedience as pzrte& Iews 
as they. But the ſlate of che Goſpel being of another gcozomy , God the Sonne 
* pitchmg his Tent in our Nuure, taking our yery humane fleſh and ſoul upon 
him, a0 becomming very man among us, it was as reaſonable, that he ſhould 
heighten our obligations of duty to that Natyre , which hee had thus heightned, 
and clevated to an higher pitch of dignity, by atluming ir, and by giving us in 
our fleſh ſuch ſublime, viſible, elevated copres of charity toward all mankind.rc- 
quire us readily to tranſcrive them, eſpecially when hee had allo tzken off fo 
much of the former burthen of ceremonies from our ſhoulders, and ſolcflened 
_ —_ and yet given more grace, then before was allowed underth2 Law, 
tO 1uitciz:! if, 

S. Th u 4 very reaſonable account of this matter 3 but why then ts one of the 
foure Precepls concerning God, ( that of perjury) mentioned and improved by 
him, and none «le? 

C. Thereafon is clear, becauſe though that Commandement concern God, 
by calling him to witneſſe whenſoeyer we Twear , and by calling him ro witnefle 
alie, (which is a great vilifying of God) if we ſwear falſly 3 yet ordinarily ir 
reſpeteth wen allo, and that more principally, becauſe they are wronged by my 
perjury, the promiſſory oath being indecd a means of ſecuring my brother of any 
thing, which 1 promiſe him, and the breaking of that , the betraying of his 
fortreſſe, which was to have ſecured him; and therefore it is obſervablein Saint 
lames's prohibition of (weariag, that hz adds to the negative precept, this as the 
effeymative command, Let your yea be yea, and your nay nay,&c. 3.e. Let your 
word be as good as an oath , bee you molt itridt in making good, or performing 
your promiles. And that I conceive to bee the pitch to which Chritt deſired to 
raile us in this matter, that we ſhould b2 ſo punQuall in pertorming our promiſes 
to men, that they might not need an oath from us , to beleeve us in any thing, 
and ſo that wee ſhould never ſweare at all, or have excuſe or pretence to doe ſo. 
And to conclude this particular,you may mark that Chriſt having taken our'fleſ 
upon him, the —— of 1] his Sermons,and precepts doe chiefly reſpe& our 
brethren, (meekneſſe, obedience, peaceableneſſe, mercifulneſſe) and cven of the 0= 
ther ſort of precepts, thac concern God, hee is content they ſhould ſometimes 
give way to theſe to our feilow Chriſtians, I will bave mercy , ſaith he, and not 
ſacrifice, Mat.g.13, andin the buſineſſe of the Sabbath again, 1 will have mcr- 
©) and not ſacrifice, Mat.12,17, 4, e. when boih cannot be pertormed, he prefers 
the work of charity, or mercy t9 our brethren, before the other. 

S. 1 muſt now intreat but one favour more , ( and it is from your own example 
# that former of honouring the Parents) that having ot clſewhere as yet cx- 
plained theſe three Commandements of the firſt Table 10 me, you will now pleaſe to 
doe it, with what brevity you pleaſe,(as you did even now the fift Commaitament) 
becauſe they be not direfHy in your way in this place, and then 1 ſhall bope to put 
all together and conceive my ſelf tg have wwe {nſpent light for CG 
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ding of the whole Deealogue. 1 ſhall ſuppoſe my requeſt granted , and beſeech you 
ro begin with the firſt, | Thou jhal: have no orher Gods bur me, or before me, ] 
bat 3 the generall 3 ortance of that precept ? 

C. Thar we mui acknowledge the God of Iſ7ael to be God , and as firmely 
reſolyc, that th. ;s no orh+r God before, or beſide him, 

© vihat is i to acknowlec6oe him to be God ? 

C. To p.rform to him thole feverall parts of duty, which belong from a cre; 
ture rohi: ved, 

S. What be they ? 

C. Ifhalln<.c bur to name them , becauſe they have moſt of them been for. 
merly (a1 wil! hercafter on peculiar occafions be) explained to you. Cuch are 
Fail, Hove, Love, Fear, Truſt, Hoxonr, w/0:fſhip, and Prayer to him , and that 
in zl che parcs ot prayer, both in ?2ploring his mercy, and the gratefull acknow- 
ledgement ot what hath been received trom him ; which is proportionable ro ſz- 
cr1fice, which always among Tews and Gentiles was reſolved to be Gods peculiar, 
And you may obſcrve that there is ivch a ſympathy and concent berwixt the fiſt 
article in the Creed, and the firſt Petitions in the Lozds Prayer, and this firſt Com- 
mandemem, that the due explication of them (which hereatcer 1 ſhall give you) 
wiil be a comment upon this Commandement, 

S. 1 will then cxpeft till thoſe ſeaſons , and procecd 19 the ſecond Comman« 
dement; what 15 the prime umportance of that ? 

C. Ir is the ar9tng and fortifying our hearts againſt all other rivals, that may 
poſlibly interpole rodiverr that honor, and worſhip that are due trom us to God 
onely, The Heathen world by that inare to the eye , that tempting baite of 
Imaecs , and fome canalities that were ordinarily annext to the ule of them, 
were roughrto the worit ipping of a many falle, or zo Gods, and ſome of them 
rhe batcit meancſ creatures in the world, The Jews contrarily were diſciplined 
by God to the worſhipping of the one, zvi/ible, infinite Deity , that had never 
been Ken in any relemolance, and was therefore to to be wcrihipr, in a place, 
and a mazzey peculiir to him, and appointed by him. And the making of Images 
at that rime being generaliy by the Geatzles deſigned to ve worſhipt, and the dan- 
ger being very great that the Jews would be corrupted by them, (though when 
that danger was not obſer: able , they were not on. ly counted Jawful] to bee 
made, but fer up ſomerimes by Gods own appointment, as the pidures of the 

Cherubim &c,)is being eminently rrue of the graven or molten Images (which 
were by their ceremonies of conſecration conceived to become the boxes ct their 
Gods inipirired by them) they were ſtritly forbidden by God, & the Jaft ofthem 
that of emboſſed Images, became (as it is thought) unlawtull coa Jew, cither 10 
make, or to bave, or to bow intheir preſence, though they did not performe any 
worſhip to them. Arid although that grear iſtritnefle did not extend to all, or 
any otthe other Nations,and conſequently not to us Chriſtians, yer Gods jcalou- 

#e of arivall, being a thing, whercin all mankind are concerned, efpecially Chri- 
Rians, the performance of any Divine worthip toany creature in the wortd, and 
the very nle of any other thing, in zbe ſervice'of God, which is by others werſhip- 
ped, and by which we are in any eminent danger to be corrupted , is to be con- 
ceived forbidden ro all Chriftians by the force of that Commandemenr, So al- 
fo a}l that yilentile, and filrhineffe, which was wont tobe uſed in their ;dol-ſeaſts; 
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(whi.h hath been the ſubject of * another Dzſconrſe.) Belide this negative part 
of the Commandcment , o:her particulars there are , to which the affirmative 
part extends, as that bowing down, adoration, or bodily worſhip is duz from us 
to the one true God, ({thoughnot to thoſe zdol/-ſulſe-gods) a tribute peculiarly 
due to him, which hath made and redeemed our bodzes, as well as ſouls, and 
this debt muſt in any reaſon b: paid ro himz and the worſhipping of God in ſþi- 
rit and in truth,Toh.4.23. (which is onely ſet in oppoſition ro the worſhipping 
on that mountain, and in Teruſalem, 3. e. to the Samaritan and Tewiſh worthip) 
isno way cxclulive of, or contrary to this external worſhip of the body , when 
'ris beſtowed onthe one true object, and hath the ſervency, and finccrity of the 
ſoul going 2long with it, for then ſure that (even bodily) worſhip is performed 
in ſpirit, and in truth , whatſoever thoſe words fignifie ; the Ipirits, which wee 
hive, not ceaſing to beſuch, when they are yoked, and joyned with bodies, 
 S. what #5 the importance of the tou;th Commandement ? 

| C. It is adefignation of te, for the ſpeciall performing of Gods publick 
worſhip. For the worſhip it {clf being firſt lerled, the branches rogether with the 
objeft of it agreed on, in all reaſon {ome 17z2e ſhould be ſet apart for the pub- 
lick ſpeciall performance of it; And the precepr in this matter given to the Zews, 
although ir have ſomewhat in it zypicall, vix. the ftridt reſt for that whole day, 
which, as the Authour to the Heb. c, 4. declares , imported a yeſt, wherein all 
Chriſtians are concerned, the ceaſing of our whole life from our own works, i.e. 
from ſin, the true meaning of the Chriſtzan Sabbath, Iſa.58. 13. (and therefore 
the tourth Commandcment is interprered by our Church Catechiſme to fignific 
tous the neceflity of our ſerving God 174ly all the days of our life;) and ſecond- 
ly, although a poſitive precepr, given particularly to the Tews, it bee not pun- 
&ually in every particular,obligatory to us Chriitians that live nor by their Laws, 
yet will it conclude from the equity of thar command many things of uſe un= 
ro us. As 1. that it is not only {awf#//, but (for a publike community of men) 
neceſſary to ſer apart ſome ſet times for Gods ſervice,and by the ſame reaſon,ſome 
ſet places, ſet veſtments, geſtures, and other the like ceremonies,ſuch as may beit 
both comply with, and help, accompany, and hcighten our ſpirituall performan=- 
ces unto God. 2, That what is thvs cr apart to Gods ule, is ſaid to be ſantti fi- 
ed or hallowed, i.e, to have 2 ſeparate reſpec due to it, ſuch, as that it muſt nor 
ordinarily be mixed with prophane and common ufes, which is alſo the importance 
of the reſt joyned with the bha/{[owing , the not mixing our worldly imployments 
with our dzvine performances, 3, That the remembrance of Gods ipeciall 
mercies, is a fit hint, or occaſion to pitch upon ſome day, or time, or place, &c. 
i1 relation thereto, and thus ro diſcriminate it from others. Such was the Crea- 
tioa of the world, mentionedthere, and the reſurredbion of Chriſt in the Chriſti- 
# Church, and yet this latter not appointed to ſupplant or ſwallow up the tor- 
mer, but , as it deſerved of us Chriſtians, to be preferr'd before it,(as tor fome 


handred of years in the ancieme Church, che 1ewiſh Sabbath was retained in the * 


Chriſtian Church together with the Lords day , and the lervices proportioned to 
them, but the larterpreferr'd before the former; and if in every week, or month, 
ot year, we ſhould ſer ſome tim? apart to commemorate Gods mercy in the Cre: = 
tto7, and all his other a&s of gracious providence belonging to our preſervation, 
t would b2 no ſuper ſtztion, but an a of Wh in w tingle Chrzſtzan, or (i aus 
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thority ſhould think good) in any publick ſoci-ty ofthem ; ſo likewiſe the bjyth, 
paſſion, aſcenſion of Chriſt, the deſcent of the Spirit, the birth, or martyrdome of 
the Apoſtles, and Saints of Scripture, and any remark..bJe temporali deliverance, 
(or by proportion alſo) any matcer of humiliation, 5ny fate, or judgment ona 
Kingdome, &c. will by the example of God himlclf (beth in thr fourth Com- 
mandement, and in other ſeaſts and faſts preſcribed by him) be re{olves onto be 
fir ſealons and opportunities to conſecrate ſome contiderable part of our time, 
(yea and of our wealth alſo) unto God. 4. That os God did then , fo ( Chiſt 
having tranſmitted his power tothem) the Apoſtles, and luc: eeding Chuzch of 
God now may very reaſon2bly dipole of us in matters of this nature , and di- 
re& all its members into ſome unzform way, at ſuch ſet times , in ſuch ſet pla. 
ces, of the war{hip of God ; and that they have ſo done, appears, both by ſome 
mentions of the Lords day in holy Scripture, and; by the contiant luffrage of the 
Fathers of the Church fince that time , which is a ſufficient obligation on |] 
Chriſtians to a due, conſtant, diligent obſeryatipn of ir , oycr and aboye that of 
the fourth Commandement. ) 

S. How x the time thus ſet apart to be employed ? 

C. Tothe praftice and advancement cf piety, in private , and in publick; in 
private, to private reading, prayer, thankeſyiving, meditation,&c. in publick,to 
publick exerciſe of the ſame, publich reading , prayer , preaching , inſtrufting of 
youth, by the hand of the lawfull Miniſter , authorized to be a publich perion, 
both from God tous, andfromus to God; together with the ule of the Sacra- 
ments, (in fuch manner, and with that frequency, 2s {hall ſeem good to tholeto 
whole charge we are committed) with all due care, reverexce and zeal, not ſlight- 
ly, or formally, or profanely , but ſo, as will bf tend to the encreale ot prety, 
and charity, to the benefit, not enſnaring of mankinde, the Sabbath (and all tuch 
Inſticurions) being made ſor man, from whence it follows,that the ſon of man, 1.6 
every man, bug eſpecially (after Chriſts compleating of thoſe types, and abulit- 
ing thoſe ceremonies) the Chriſtianz 1s Lord of the Sabbath, i. e. is not ſo cnſla- 
wed to it, but that he hath power over it, to doe what is molt ro his other Chri- 
ſian ends of chayity, mercy,&c. 1 ihould fpend a larger time on this Comman- 
dement, to give you a diltin apprehenſion of ir, and to enforce the dutics of 
the day, as they now belong tous , more earneſtly, but that it comes in with 
iome violence in this place, and therefore I ſhall adde no more of it. 

S. You have now gone through that whole work with convenient brevity , the 
explaining of all the Commandements to me, ( ſave only thoſe three , which you 
bid me expett ere long in you farther progreſſe) both thoſe micntioned by Chriſt,and 
thoſe omitted by hi,&+ ſo you have obliged me beyond your firſt undertaking.1 ſhall 
ow detain you no longer, but deſire you to proceed 10 the next, the (;x*h Chapter 


_ of Saint Matthew, in that Sermon on the Mount, and conſider what firſt we ſhall 


fall upon. 

Adait. 19. 92.1. 15. dele (So that ] and inſert, Another way there is of de- 
ducing the word which we render [daily] fo that ir ſhall fGignifie thac which is a- 
greeable, or fit for my * being or ſubſiſtence, not ſo as to reſtrain ir to the lowclt 
proportion, with which a man car ſibſ;ſt or live, but that which is * agreeable to 
hu condition taken with all its circumſtances, for that isit which is calleo his bcte 
mg 3 and then it will be exaQly agreeable ro Solomons prayer for food conveamint 
for him. And ſo in cither ſenſe. | | x Adaite 
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Addit. 20. p. 100, l.32. after [ns.] adde, And it is obſervable that that oth 
and ruft, are * bred in the things themſelves , and ſo thoſe kinde of poſiel- 
fons ſubje& to theſe di ſtroyings, when no outward violence approaches them 3 
and that is a mighty evidence of the vanity and uncertainty of riches, that many 
times vaſt cftatcs, and poſſeſſions doe i»ſenſebly, no man knows how, crumble 
and mouldcr ronought, 7ich men without any viſible expenſes come to arrant 
beggery, and 2]l the yg ng in the world cannor keep them from it, but ra- 
ther betrays them farther ; the greater theic love of money is, the ſwiftcr their 
ruine follows them. 

Addit. 21.p.104. 1.4 ante [To] inſert. Becauſe you loy ſuch weight upon that 
one place of 5, Paul ro Timothy, anc icem to think it ſo contrary to this mo 
Doctrine of our $:vioxr , ( which if itwere , it would yet be more realonable 
to bring Saint Pay .v cur > viour by ſome commedious interpretation, then to 
evacuate the force of all eur Saviours Cilcourſe on this matter, by this one place 
of Saint Paul, ) 1ihall cherciore firft endeavour to give youa clear view ot that 
place, for there is ſome wilt+ke in it, and you will diſcern it by this view of ſome 
few verles in a brief par-phrale, Yer. 3. Let thoſe widowy , which are ſuch as 
they ought, be honoured ard relieved by you, And that you may know whether 
they be luch or no, you may t; ke th: maiks cf a Widow, that is ſuch as ſhe ought 
to be, Ver.4. If any widow have children, or grandchildren, let them, that have 
lo,learn firſt ts*mahe their on houſe live piouſly and ſo Þ repay their anceſters,go 
as their Parcnts bad done to them. 5. Ando again, the that 1s a widow indeed, 
(or ſuch as the ought to be) and hath 20 © children, doth in that ſolitude and Wir 
dow-hood, hope oz God, and continue in ſupplications and prayers at conſtant 
times might and day. 6. Bur the thar lives luxuriouſly, is dead, while ſhe lives. 
7. And doe you give ſuch rules as theſe, that they may be blamecleſſe. 8, But if any 
ſuch (1-idow) doe not look to thoſe that belong to her, eſpecially thoſe that are of 
her young: ſhe bath demed the faith, and # worſe then an infidell. 9g. Let one be 
chol.n rothe office of a zyidow, which is no: leile then ſzxty yeers old, &c. You 
ſee this whole diſcourſe is ro hew what kinde of perſon might be fic to be choſen 
tobe a zyidow in the Church, (an office of ſome 7yle in the Church at that time, 
for the managing, as I conceive, the buſinefle of maintenance for the Apoſtles, 
and the be/eevers ; a kinde of &conomy of houſwifry in the Church, for which 
that age, and ſcxe, and condition were the fittcft , it there were a right choice 
made of them ) and among the reſt of the qualitics required of her this is one, 
that ſhe muſt be one that hath y#led ind ordered her own famzly wel; this is there 
exp: eit by that word which our Eygliſh render [ providing for thole ot þzs own 


| family] bur I rendred [to Look to;)and indecd the word (ignites to yule or govern, 


as Afts 24.2. Feiix's providence is his diſcharging bis place of Procurator of 14- 
dea. Farther the word may be taken more generally, to take care of , as a * F:- 
ther of a childe, to educate, and bring up, inſtruct, &e, And then till thar 
differs much from the notion that worldly phankes afhxe to this plice , think. 
ing themſelves obliged to provide eſtates and 7iches tor them, whereas the woras 
cannot be extended to command any more then ſo, that cyery Father and Mo- 
they of a family muſt take care of , and look to their children , and thoſe of thrir 
Family, cr thoſe of their children eſpecially , which remain in th-ir Þ hoxſe or 
family , and then that will not come home to that thoughtfulneſſe , or ſecular 
| : forecaſting 
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ſorecaſting, to which in your objeEtion it was applied, and that will ſufficiently 
weaken your argument, Bur then ſuppoling this of ſecular providing tor neceſ- 
faries of life, to be the thing here ſpoken of, (astruly irſeems not to be , un- 
* As Alex.A- lefle in a ſecondary and inferiour * ſenſe; ) Then to take away all ſcruple and 
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A Poſtſcript of the STAT1ONER. 


Efore the Additions and changes mentioned in the Authors 
Epiſtle came to my hand, I had Printed a new Impreſſion of 
this Catechiſme ; and therefore being unwilling to deprive the 
Reader of that which was thus deſigned for his benefit, and yer 
ing not otherwiſe able to eſcape the doing him this injury, 
T have thought of this way of ſatisfying him, the beſt that the 
natter was capable of. The diſcourſes of the Creed and Sacra- 
ments I have added in two new Books at the end, the diſcoarſe 
ofexa@ Juſtice I have inſerted in its due place in the laft ſheet of 
the tourth Book ; Other particulars I have added by way of ap- 
pendage or inſertion at the end of all. For the unhandſomeneſle 
of this my defire to ſerve the Reader will obtain his pardon, 


k R. Royſton. 
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FINIS. 


